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States

Snow delays clergy sex trial: The

winter storm that pounded the North-

east prompted Mass. Gov. Mitt Rom-

ney to keep some nonessential state

workers home Monday, including em-

ployees at the courthouse where a high-pro-
file clergy sex abuse case was to begin.

Romney’s announcement meant that open-
ing statements in the trial of defrocked priest
Paul Shanley would not begin in Middlesex
Superior Court until Tuesday. A jury was
seated last week.

Military

Aircraft lawsuit: The families of five Na-
tional Guardsmen killed when their trans-
port plane crashed in Georgia four years
ago settled their lawsuit Monday against the
aircraft’s manufacturers.

The families will receive $3.75 million
from the companies that made and main-
tained the C-23 B+ Sherpa cargo plane and
its parts: Montreal-based Bombardier Inc.
and its subsidiary, plane maker Short Broth-
ers PLC; Duncan Aviation Inc. of Lincoln,
Neb.; and Rockwell International of Milwau-
kee and its former subsidiary Rockwell Col-
lins Inc. of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

World

Vioxx death report: The medical journal
the Lanced publlshed a study Tuesday of
deaths related to the anti-inflammatory
drug Vioxx after withholding the report be-
cause the researcher said he had been
threatened by superiors at the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration.

Dr. David Graham, who works in the
FDA’s office of drug safety, has said he was
firmly discouraged from publishing his data
questioning the safety of Vioxx, which was
withdrawn from the market in September.

Microsoft in Europe: Microsoft Corp. will
not appeal an interim European Union rul-
ing forcing it to strip Media Player from its
Windows platform, and said the first ver-
sions of its flagship operating system with-
out the music and video playing program
will arrive at EU retailers in the coming
weeks.

Kosovo's future: A senior European
Union official said Monday the EU intends
to discuss Kosovo's future with President
Bush during his February stop in Europe.

EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli
Rehn said the organization expects also to
discuss the future of the Western Balkans,
one of the poorest regions in Europe, which
is still recovering from the decadelong eth-
nic conflicts of the 1990s.

Austrian church exodus: A cleric who led
a Vatican investigation into the discovery of
a large cache of child pornography at a
Roman Catholic seminary in Austria says
he sees no end in sight to the record number

Sudan visit: Fal

s sit outside their shelters Thursday in a camp for returnees in Rumbek,

in southern Sudan. U.S. lawmakers who met with Darfur rebels in western Sudan and visited
camps for Sudanese refugees in Chad over the weekend said they will ask Washington to
push for U.N. sanctions against the Sudanese government. The lawmakers will also be asking
for a larger African Union peacekeeping force in Darfur as well as expanding its mandate to

begin enforcing exi

ling cease-fire agreements, a congressional staff member said. Also

Monday, leaders of Sudan’s main southern rebel movement unanimously endorsed an
agreement to end the civil war, paving the way for a new constitution.

of disillusioned Austrians leaving the
church.

Bishop Klaus Kueng told Austrian televi-
sion in an interview Sunday night that “for
S0 many, the connection with the church has
become thin” following last year’s scandal.

Bird flu pandemic: World Health Organiza-
tion members struggled Monday to find com-
mon ground on how countries should tackle
any future influenza pandemic, especially a
potential human variant of deadly bird flu.

A session of the 32-nation WHO executive
board in Geneva was bogged down on the
issue of whether countries hit by a massive
outbreak could override patents on anti-flu
drugs, and the meeting was halted to let del-
egates call their governments for guidance.

Al-Qaida suspects: Two alleged al-Qaida
members accused of plotting an attack in
Iraq went before a federal judge Monday in
Frankfrut, Germany, and could face up to
10 years injail if found guilty of belonging to
a terrorist organization.

The men were arrested Sunday in the
western cities of Mainz and Bonn. At a
closed-door session in the southern city of
Karlsruhe, a judge was determining wheth-
er there was sufficient evidence to order
them held pending charges.

War on terrorism

British detainees at Gitmo: British Mus-
lim leaders lobbied the government Mon-
day to give medical treatment and counsel-
ing to four Britons expected to return home
this week from the U.S. base in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, where they were held for more
than three years.

The Muslim Council of Britain said the
four, some of whom claim they were tor-
tured, would be heavily traumatized and in
need of care.

Kidnapped journalist: The director of the
French newspaper Liberation said Monday
he suspects that one of his reporters missing
for nearly three weeks in Iraq has been kid-
napped for ransom, although there was still
no word on her fate.

The newspaper’s Florence Aubenas and
her Iragi translator, Hussein Hanoun
al-Saadi, were last seen leaving her Bagh-
dad hotel on Jan. 5.

About 40 editorial chiefs from major
French media and international media orga-
nizations with offices in Paris met at Libera-
tion’s Paris headquarters Monday to discuss
coverage of Iraq in the wake of Aubenas’ dis-
appearance.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Abby, Annie’s Mailho;
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Correction

In Friday’s edition of Stars and Stripes, the wrong date was given
for the memorial service of Spc. Lossie K. Brown, 94th Engineer
Battalion, who died Jan. 18 in a car accident near Grafenwohr, Ger-
many Brown s memorial service was held Monday at the

main post chapel.
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Gls get gear appropriate for deployment

Army steps in to give soldiers equipment they had been buying for downrange

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

GERMERSHEIM, Germany — About
3,700 soldiers in Europe have walked out
of a green warehouse building at a remote
Army depot this month and come away
with savings.

Those savings aren’t necessarily green,
but desert camouflage. To keep troops
from spending what the Army found was
an average of $300 per year on equipment,
the service is now issuing troops every-
thing from improved helmets to seasonal
boots. The service plans to issue the gear to
every soldier headed to Afghanistan, and
to as many troops as possible serving in
Traq.

“When we initially went down we didn’t
have any fielding like this,” said Sgt. Carl
Johnson with the 29th Support Group,
based in Kaiserslautern. Johnson was on
his way to Afghanistan but had previously
served in Iraq. He said he could have used
both cold-weather and hot-weather boots
there, despite the region’s reputation as a
hotbox. It rains and gets muddy in winter.

“So that definitely helps,” Johnson said
of the winter-issue boots. “They’re
Gore-Tex.”

The troops who lined up for gear and to
get quick lessons on how to wear the
new-style helmets were on the business
end of the Rapid Fielding Initiative, the Ar-
my’s plan to give soldiers the gear they gen-
erally tended to buy themselves or that the
Army has determined the troops need
downrange.

All troops would get better helmets and
boots. Troops with brigade combat teams
would get the extra kit, such as grappling
hooks, door rams, battle axes and
fiber-optic viewers.

“None of this is rocket science, but I've

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. John Cooling, left, helps Pfc. Christopher Keyes adjust his new Advanced Combat
Helmet in Germersheim, Germany, on Monday. The soldiers from the 29th Support
Group in Kaiserslautern, Germany, soon will deploy to Afghanistan and were issued sever-
ling Imhahve to “enhanr,e

al new items under the Army Materiel Command’s Rapid Fieldi

had soldiers say to me, ‘If my feet are cold,
I'm not combat effective,’” said Chuck
Fick, spokesman for the Army Materiel
Command Field Support Brigade-Europe.

Another Kaiserslautern soldier, Spc.
Gabriel George, had already purchased a
fleece jacket and gloves similar to those he
picked up Monday. He was nonetheless re-
lieved the Army decided to hand it out, too.

“It’s better fo have too much than not
enough,” George said. “There’s always
some sucker that didn’t bring his. I'm glad
about it. It’s good stuff.”

Staff Sgt. Evelyn Charles, also stationed
in Kaiserslautern, said she liked the new
helmets. “They’re more comfortable,” she
said.

The Advanced Combat Helmet is de-
signed to be more comfortable and less in-
trusive to vision than traditional Kevlar hel-
mets.

“The padding system inside is a little bit
lighter than the old Kevlar,” said Jun Siang-
o, who was the operations manager on site
from Team Soldier, the command deter-
mining what gear is issued in the program.
“And it’s more stable. It’s like a football hel-
met.”

Troops who don’t have the gear yet
should expect to get it someday. It's to be-
come standard isste for troops downrange.

“This equipment will be given to all sol-
diers at some stage,” said Gary James, site
manager of the Army Materiel Command’s
Germersheim depot. “It's basically an up-
grade.”

Not all troops get the same gear, though.
A headquarters staff member likely
wouldn't get the grappling hook.

“They re looking at the soldier of the fu-
ture,” James said. “Things aren’t the same
for every soldier. This is an ongoing pro-
cess.”

Email reporter Ward Sanderson at:

the soldiers survivability, lethality and mobility with mission essential

Mullen visits
Belgrade for
top-level talks

The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montene-
gro— The NATO commander for
southeastern Europe held top-
level talks Monday in Belgrade
on security issues and ongoing de-
fense reforms in Serbia-Montene-
gro.

Adm. Michael G. Mullen, in
charge of NATO’s Joint Force
Command based in Naples, Italy,
met with Defense Minister Prvo-
slav Davinic and Serbian Prime
Minister Vojislav Kostunica. He
was to meet President Boris Tadic.

Davinic told reporters that se-
curity issues in Kosovo — the
southern, ethnic Albanian majori-
ty province run by NATO-led
peacekeepers and a U.N. mission
—figured highly in the talks.

Belgrade has been concerned
for Kosovo’s minority Serbs. tar-
geted in ethnic attacks in March.
The province remains only offi-
cially part of Serbia-Montenegro,
Yugoslavia's successor state.

Mullen expressed confidence
that peacekeepers were “now in
very good shape” to prevent vio-
lence such as last year’s rampage

Eye
on the
prize

Sgt. 1st Class Tom
Siple of Dallas,
Texas, and the
52nd Signal
Battalion, frolicks in
the snow Monday
with Yogi, his
5-year-old Chihua-
hua-Jack Russell
terrier mix at Kelley
Barracks in
Stuttgart, Germany.
An overnight storm
coated many local
roads with a sheet
of ice, causing
schools and offices
the Stuttgart
military community
to open two hours
late. Light snow was
forecast for Tues-
day and Wednesday.
CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

by ethnic Albanian mobs.

USAF, Navy might
turn away recruits

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — While the Army and the Marine
Corps are straining to meet recruiting goals, the Air
Force and the Navy may wind up turning away thou-
sands of potential recruits, according to a report in
USA Today.

The Air Force told the paper it has a backlog of
about 9,000 enlistees who have not yet been called to
duty.

It has slashed its 2005 recruiting target from 35,000
to 24,000. Together, the Air Force and Navy say they
are planning to reduce the total number of troops by
more than 27,000 in 2005, USA Today reported.

In contrast, the Army and the Marine Corps, which
are providing the bulk of ground troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, are adding more than 12,000 troops this
year.

One of the primary reasons the Air Force and the
Navy are so flush with troops and willing recruits, per-
sonnel experts say, is that those branches have suf-
fered relatively few casualties in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

“I think the most obvious explanation is that you're
less llkely to be killed or wounded in the Navy or Air
Force,” Richard Kohn, a professor at the University of
North Carolina who studies military culture, told the
paper.

Of the more than 1,350 U.S. deaths during the Iraq
war, 41 have come from the Air Force and the Navy, ac-
cording to a Defense Department breakdown.

Both the Marines and the Army say they expect to
meet their recruiting goals this year but acknowledge
it will be difficult, USA Today reported.



PAGE 4

- STARS AND STRIPES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

New gym opens its doors at Gricignano

Katholeen Sullivan was the first customer to enter the brand new
Fitness Forum gym at the Gricignano support site in Naples, Italy,

‘which opened Monday.

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — It was like
Christmas in January on Monday
for Petty Officer 2nd Class Ricky
Dyer, who has been “waiting
ages” for a gym to open at the
Gricignano support site, where
the Navy placed its housing units.

The 32-year-old surgical techni-
cian at the hospital across the
street from the Fitness Forum
said he couldn’t be more apprecia-
tive of the convenience the new
state-of-the-art facility now af-
fords him. Before Monday’s
grand opening, he’d have to drive
the roughly 20 minutes to the Ca-
podichino base for a workout.

“This is great. 've been waiting
a long, long time for this place to
open,” Dyer said.

The only downside Dyer could
see was the close proximity of all
of the weight-training equipment.

“When it’s crowded, they might
be too close for comfort,” he said.

Katholeen Sullivan was the
gym’s very first customer, arriv-
ing at 6 a.m. on the dot to sneak in
a 30-minute workout before her
four children went off to school,
she said.

The Navy spent more than
$850,000 on new equipment,
which includes “cardio theaters”
where customers can plug in ear-
phones to hear music, news or
sports on the upright and recum-
bent exercise bikes and stair step-

PHOTOS BY SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes
After several delays, the new Fitness Forum gym at Gri

nano support

site, Naples, Italy, finally opened for business at 6 a.m. Monday. The
Navy spent more the $850,000 on new equipment.

pers, said Dominick Corrado,
sports and fitness director. Even-
tually, the treadmills and
cross-trainers each will have its
own 17-inch plasma television for
workout entertainment, he said.

The facility boasts an outdoor
pool, two racquetball courts, a
spin room with 26 stationary
bikes, an aerobics room, free
weight room, circuit weight area,
cardio area, and men’s and wom-
en’s locker rooms with dry sau-
nas.

The basketball court is lined
for competition and intramural
play and will have six backboards
and three volleyball setups.

The pool, with eight lanes, a
one-meter diving board, and a
50-foot slide in the deep end, will
open Memorial Day weekend
(May 28) and operate through
Labor Day. The pool features an
outdoor Jacuzzi and a children’s
pool. The pool will have seasonal
water aerobics, swim lessons,
water exercise and military lap
swim.

Gym hours are from 6 a.m. to 8
p.m. Monday through Friday and
from 9 am. to S p.m. Saturday,
Sunday and American holidays.
E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail estripes.osd.mil

Sailors in Europe to
get Gitmo guard duty

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Sailors from U.S. Navy bases in Eu-
rope will deploy to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in March to
give a reprieve to U.S. soldiers currently guarding detain-
ees at the U.S. military prison there.

The 12 sailors from European installations will join 35
Navy masters-at-arms from the Pacific bases of Misawa
Naval Air Facility, Yokosuka Naval Base, Atsugi Naval Air
Facility, and Sasebo Naval Base, officials have said.

Europe-based sailors will deploy for up to 290 days,
while Pacific-based sailors will head to Cuba for 120 days,
Pacific officials told Stars and Stripes last week. Officials
in Europe do not know why the deployment orders differ.

The 12 sailors from Europe, nine of whom are enlisted
sailors and three are officers, will receive one-week gener-
al custodial training at Navy Region Southeast in Jackson-
ville, Fla., before moving on to a two-week detainee trai
ing course provided by the Army at Fort Lewis, Wash., said
Chief Petty Officer John Musser, a spokesman for Navy Re-
gion Command-Europe.

Also unlike the Pacific command’s contribution, not all
of the Europe-based sailors are masters-at-arms; though
all do have a Naval Enlisted Classification code of 9575 for
correctional custody specialist ashore, Musser said.

“They have different rates and come from different com-
mands, but they are a dynamic group of several enlisted
[and officer] personnel from different ratings all sharing
that NEC,” Musser said. For example, one sailor is a reli-
gious-program specialist in a chaplain’s office, but has
NEC 9575.

Because they come from different ratings and different
bases, their absence is not expected to adversely affect
day-to-day operations, he said.

“We don’t want to rob Peter to pay Paul, but this is what
we can do, so that’s what we're doing,” he said.

No exact departure date has been set, Musser said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Gl appears on cover of Time
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TIME MAGAZINE/AP

In this handout provided by Time magazine, Pfc.
Christopher Lujan, of Rio Rancho, N.M., is shown on
the cover of the Jan. 31 issue on patrol in Mosul, Iraq.
Time magazine’s special report on Irag’s upcoming
elections brings the war closer to home for his parents,
Carol and Samuel Lujan. The cover captures a stoic
image of the young New Mexico soldier — the first
glimpse of their son since his deployment to the Middle
East last January. Lujan’s family is one of many military
families waiting — and watching — amid vows by rebels
to disrupt balloting in next weekend’s vote. When
Lujan’s commander called the soldier’s father, he also
said Lujan was returning to the states next month.

McCain seeks hearing
about new DOD spy unit

THOMAS B. EDSALL
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said the
Senate Armed Services Committee will hold hearings on a
Washington Post report that the Department of Defense is
reinterpreting U.S. law to give the secretary broad authori-
ty over clandestine operations abroad.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has created a new
espionage unit called the Strategic Support Branch, ac-
cording to the news report, but McCain, speaking on
CBS’s “Face the Nation” said he doubts Rumsfeld has bro-
ken any laws.

“I'm always sorry to read about things in The Washing-
ton Post when they affect a committee that [ am a mem-
ber of,” McCain said.

Pentagon spokesman Lawrence T. Di Rita Sunday is-
sued a carefully worded statement that appears to dispute
parts of the Post article.

“There is no unit that is directly reponable to the secre-
tary of defense for
in the Washington Post,” he said.

In addition, Di Rita said, “the Department is not at-
tempting to ‘bend’ statutes to fit desired activities, as is
suggested in this article.

At the same time, Di Rita said: “It is accurate and
should not be surpnsmg that the Department of Defense
is attempting to lmprove its long-standing human intelli-
gence capability.”

Di Rita said the war on terror necessitates “a frame-
work by which military forces and traditional human intel-
ligence work more closely together and in greater num-
bers than they have in the past. These actions are being
taken within existing statutory authorities to support tradi-
tional military operations and any assertion to the con-
trary is wrong.”

The Strategic Support Branch, according to the Post,
was designed to expand the Pentagon’s use of “humint” or
human intelligence operations, including the recruitment
of spies and interrogation of prisoners. The recruited
agents could include “notorious figures” whose ties to the
United States would be embarrassing if revealed, accord-
ing to a Pentagon memo.
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Iraqi forces arrest al-Zarqawi’s top aide

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iragi security forces have
arrested the “most lethal” top lieutenant of
al-Qaida’s leader in Irag — a man alleged-
ly behind most of the car bombings in
Baghdad since the U.S.-led invasion, in-
cluding the 2003 assault on U.N. headquar-
ters that killed 22 people, the prime minis-
ter’s office said Monday.

Sami Mohammed Ali Said al-Jaaf, also
known as Abu Omar al-Kurdi, was arrest-
ed during a Jan. 15 raid in Baghdad, a gov-
ernment statement said Monday. Two
other militants linked to Jordanian-born

Suspect allegedly responsible for most of
the Baghdad car bombings since invasion

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s terror group also
were arrested, authorities announced Mon-
day.

Al-Zarqawi heads al-Qaida in Iraq, the
terror network’s local affiliate. The group
is behind many of the car bombings, be-
headings, assassinations and other attacks
driving the insurgency in Iraq.

The suspect was linked to the August
2003 bombing of UN. headquarters in

Baghdad, which killed the top U.N. envoy

in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and 21 oth-

ers. The U.N. attack was “planned and di-

rected by two others affiliated with Abu
mar,” the statement said.

Al-Jaaf was responsible for 32 car bomb-
ing attacks that killed hundreds of Iragis,
the statement said. Al-Jaaf “confessed to
building approximately 75 percent of the
car bombs used in attacks in Baghdad

since March 2003,” said Thaer al-Naqib,
spokesman for interim Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi.

Abu Omar al-Kurdi claims responsibili-
ty for some of the most ruthless attacks on
Iraqi police forces and police stations,”
al-Nagib said.

The suspect built the car bomb used to at-
tack a shrine in the Shiite holy city of Najaf
that killed more than 85 people, including
Ayatollah Mohammed Bagir al-Hakim, in
August 2003.

He also assembled the car bomb used to
assassinate Izzadine Saleem, president of
the now-defunct Iraqgi Governing Council
in May, the statement said.

Suicide car bomber strikes outside Allawi HQ in Iraq

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide driver
detonated a car bomb outside the
prime minister’s party headquar-
ters Monday, injuring 10 people
in a blast claimed by the al-Qaida
affiliate in Iraq.

The suicide bomber struck at a
police checkpoint on the road
leading to Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi’s Iragi National Accord of-
fices in central Baghdad, shaking
the city center with a thunderous
explosion. The wounded included
eight policemen and two_civil-
ians, said Dr. Mudhar Abdul-Hus-
sein of Yarmouk Hospital.

Al-Qaida’s wing in Iraq said in
a Web posting that “one of the
young lions in the suicide regi-
ment” carried out the attack
against the party office of Allawi,
“the agent of the Jews and the
Christians.”

The attacks occurred six days
before Irag’s crucial national elec-
tions, the first since the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein in 2003.

Insurgents have condemned
the elections and vowed to dis-
rupt them.

In an audmtape posted Sunday
on the Web, a speaker claiming to
be Abu Musab al-Zargawi de-
clared “fierce war” on democra-
cy and said anyone who takes
part in next weekend’s Iragi elec-
tions would be considered “an in-

del.”

“We have declared a fierce war
on this evil principle of democra-
cy and those who follow this
wrong ideology,” the speaker
said. “Anyone who tries to help
set up this system is part of it.”

The speaker warned Iragis to
be careful of “the enemy’s plan to
melemem so-called democracy
in your country.” He said the
Americans have engineered the
election to install Shiite Muslims
in power. Al-Zargawi, who is a
Sunni Arab like most of the insur-
gents here, has in the past brand-
ed Shiites as heretics.

The authenticity of the tape
could not immediately be veri-
fied.

The Jord

A banner advertizing an amusement park is seen in front of Iragi police securing the area following a car
bomb explosion Monday in Baghdad. The suicide car bomber struck near Iraqi interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi's party headquarters, injuring at least 10 people, police and hospital officials said.

$25 million reward for al-Zargaw-
i’s capture or death — the same
amount as for al-Qaida leader
Osama bin Laden.

In the election, voters are to
choose a 275-member National
Assembly and legislatures in
each of the 18 provinces. Voters
in the Kurdish-ruled area of the
north will also elect a new region-
al parliament.

American and Iraqi officials
have warned they expect rebels
to unleash bloodshed and may-
hem to keep voters from the polls
in what supporters are advertis-
ing as the first free election in this
country since the overthrow of
Iraq’s monarchy in 1958.

In other election news, an Arab
political faction has pulled out of
this weekend’s general elections
because Kurds deported by Sadd-
am Hussein from Kirkuk were
given the right to vote in the city,
the leader of the group said Mon-
day.

Wasfi Assi Hassan al-Obeidi
said his 24 ber United Arab

born al
heads al-Qaida in Iraq, the terror
network’s local affiliate. The
group is behind many of the car
‘bombings, beheadings, assassina-
tions and other attacks driving
the insurgency in Iraq.

The United States has offered a

Front decided to withdraw be-
cause “we are not happy about al-
lowing deported Kurds to regis-
ter and vote in Kirkuk.”

Kurdish political leaders had
initially threatened a boycott of
the vote, but decided earlier this

month to participate after authori-
ties met their demands to allow
displaced Kurds to return and
cast ballots in the city.

Some Kurds have called for
Kirkuk to be made part of the au-
tonomous Kurdistan, a Switzer-
land-sized area of northern Iraq
where Kurds have ruled them-
selves since the end of the 1991
Persian Gulf War.

In Afghanistan, President
Hamid Karzai urged Iraqis to fol-
low the example of Afghan citi-
zens in turning out for landmark
elections despite the threat of vio-
lence, saying their votes would
help their country toward pros-
perity.

“The Iraqi people must not fear
terrorists. Instead, they should
make their elections a success
with bravery and courage ... they
must endeavor to ensure the rule
of democracy and the right to
elect their leader,” Karzai said in
a statement.

The U.S.-backed Afghan leader
won Afghanistan’s first ever di-
rect vote for president on Oct. 9,
almost three years after Ameri-
can forces ousted the Taliban for
harboring Osama bin Laden.

Violence continues in Irag,
with three US. soldiers were
wounded Sunday in a mortar at-
tack in Samarra north of Bagh-

dad, including one seriously, the
U.S. command saic

On Sunday mght insurgents
blew up three schools to be used
as polling centers in Tikrit.

Gunmen firing from a speeding
car shot dead an Iraqi police lieu-
tenant as he was returning home
Sunday night in Baghdad, an Inte-
rior Ministry official said. North
of the capital, the deputy gover-
nor of Irag’s Diyala province,
Ghassan al-Khadran, escaped an
assassination attempt Monday
morning as a roadside bomb
struck his car.

On Monday, mortar rounds
slammed into an Iragi National
Guard camp near Baghdad Inter-
national Airport as the rumble of
distant explosions reverberated
through the capital. There was no
report of casualties in the mortar
attack.

Monday’s blast in Baghdad rat-
tled buildings along the Tigris
River in the center of the city and
sent black smoke rising above the
skyline. U.S. military helicopters
cut through overcast skies above
the scene.

Police fired on the car as it
sped toward them, killing the driv-
er as the blast ripped the vehicle
apart, said an Interior Ministry of-
ficial.

Splintered police vehicles were

U.S. deaths
inIraq

The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,372
‘members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count.

At least 1,077 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said. The fig-
ures include three military ci-
vilians.

‘The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Depart-
‘ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. Friday.

‘The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
1y, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,234 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 968 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the milit

mAUS. soldler was killed
Saturday on a security patrol
in Mosul, Iraq.

The latest identifications re-
ported by military:

W No identifications report-
ed.

engulfed in flames, and gunfire
rattled after the explosion.
Meanwhile, an Iraqi lawyer on
Saddam Hussein’s defense team
has received several death
threats in the last three weeks
and has gone into hiding, the
chief defense attorney for the de-
posed Iraqi leader said Monday.
Khalil al-Duleimi, one of 25 at-
torneys representing Saddam,
told other lawyers on the team
that the threats followed his Dec.
16 meeting with the ousted Iraqi
leader, according to chief defense
attorney Ziad al-Khasawneh.
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General: Iran instability could harm Afghan mission

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — A senior
American commander in Afghanistan said
Monday he knew of no U.S. spying mis-
sions in Iran and cautioned that instability
in Tehran could harm his mission.

The New Yorker magazine last week re-
ported that the U.S. military since last year
has been carrying out undercover recon-

told The Associated Press he was unaware
of any such operations, but he also said
they would not come under his control.
Asked if he feared Iran could react to
such missions — or even the perception
that they had taken place — by trying to
create problems in Afghanistan, Olson
said: “I think it is in Afghanistan’s interest
to see stability in Iran and anything that is
destabilizing or causes turmoil in Iran, es-
pecially close to the border, would not be
good for and would not be

to gather
and targeting information inside Iran.
Maj. Gen. Eric Olson, the operational
commander of U.S. forces pursuing Tali-
ban and al-Qaida remnants in Afghanistan,

good for my mission.”

Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Seymour
Hersh reported in The New Yorker that
President Bush’s administration had been

ecret
smns inside Iran at leasl since last sum-
mer.” U.S. Defen: officials

ical warfare rather than a
real threat. Iranian officials say no Ameri-
can have entered Iran.

said the article was ﬁlled with mistakes but
did not deny its basic point.

Bush says his administration will not
rule out the possibility of using military
force against Iran over its controversial nu-
clear program. [See related story on Page
12.] Vice President Cheney said Thursday
that Iran “is right at the top of the list” of
world trouble spots.

Iran’s intelligence minister, Ali Yunesi,
said Sunday that a U.S. military strike
against it would be a strategic blunder, and
he brushed aside tough talk from Washing-

Olson, speaking to an AP reporter after
making a presentation to Kabul-based dip-
lomats at the main U.S. base north of
Kabul, said the only Iran-related opera-
tions run by the 18,000 mainly American
soldiers under his command were efforts
to intercept spies or militants entering Af-
ghanistan from the west.

Olson told diplomats that Taliban mili-
tants had been so weakened by U.S. opera-
tions and the advances of Hamid Karzai’s
government that his forces would soon
spend more time on reconstruction than
pursuing militants.

‘Rambo’ helps keep U.S. base in Kabul secure

Tough Afghan guards
Camp Phoenix gates

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes
KABUL, Afghanistan
taxi stops near the front
gate of Camp Phoenix
on the outskirts of
Kabul. Within seconds a
short, stocky man wielding a pipe
starts to approach the vehicle.
The man with the lead stick
means business.

“Move the car,” he demands in
a language anyone could under-
stand. “Move the car. Now!”

The occupant hastily pays his
fare, and the taxi driver wastes no
time backing away.

With the way clear, the Afghan
man U.S. soldiers call “Rambo”
returns to his post just inside the
gate to resume his vigil.

person would be hard
pressed to find anyone in the
camp who doesn’t know or hasn’t
heard of Rambo, so named by
troops in the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion.

“He’s definitely a legend on
this camp,” Sgt. Michael Sweet
said.

While Sweet, an Indiana Nation-
al Guardsman, is a shift sergeant,
it’s abundantly clear that Rambo
is the primary gatekeeper.

In June 2003, when U.S. forces
first rolled up to the front gate of
what was then a Russian-Afghan
transport company, Rambo was
waiting. He hasn't left.

Stories of Rambo permeate the
base. Some are factual. Others
are not.

“This is my hooch,” he says
through an interpreter as he
opens the door to a small,
cramped room immediately off
the front gate.

His real name is Jamal Udin,
born in Kabul “maybe 41 years
ago,” he said, to parents who
moved to the capital from north-
ern Afghanistan.

For many Afghans, details such
as years and dates aren’t all that
critical.

As a teen, he said, he served as
a conscript in the Afghan army,
which, at the time, was under the
thumb of the Russians.

After military service, Udin got
atruck-driving job with the trans-
port company. His trips took him

vehicle entering

PHOTOS BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY;Stars and Stripes
Above: Jamal Udin, known as “Rambo” to U.S. troops in Kabul, Afghanistan, snaps a salute to a military

0enix, east of the capital. Udin has stood watch at the front gate for more than two

years. He carries a lead pipe to ward off danger and salutes every military vehicle heading off or on base.
Right: U.S. troops said “Rambo” has been a huge help patrolling the front gate and keeping the base safe.

all over the region: Iran, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
and Pakistan.

It was during this time that he
married his wife, Shahgull, who
was a couple of years younger
than he was. By Afghan stan-
dards, Udin had a good life. He
had a steady job, an apartment,
six children and a wife he adored.

The turning point for Udin, he
said, came several years ago
when a rocket-propelled grenade
apparently fired by a Taliban sol-
dier slammed into his apartment,
killing his wife.

Udin remembers the time of
day — 10 or 11 a.m. — but not the
year. The Taliban captured
Kabul in September 1996, but
were beating back counterattacks

build Afghanistan.’ That's why I
like Americans, and why I like to
work for them.”

That commitment to his coun-
try prompted him to return to
Kabul. Because Udin had sold his
apartment, the only logical place
to go, he figured, was his old work-
place. His bosses didn’t have a
driver’s job open, so they as-
signed him to the front gate —
and he’s been there ever since.

“He takes a lot of work off of
our hands” said Spc. David
Young, who, like Sweet, is with
Company C, 151st Infantry Battal-
ion.

Udin has an incredible capacity
to remember faces, Sweet said.
He always knows who belongs on
bdse and who doesn’t. If a strang-
the man they call

ward, so it coul-
d‘ve been 1997.

“We loved each other,” Udin
said of his wife, * \vl'uch is why I
will never remarry.”

Udin took his brood — four
sons and two daughters — to Paki-
stan, where Shahgull has family.
They remained there for about
four years.

“While I was in Pakistan, I saw
President Bush and his wife on
TV,” Udin said. “They said: ‘We
will help Afghanistan. We will re-

Ranibo steps forward first to sort
things out. And his lead pipe,
wrapped in red tape, rarely
leaves his hand, sending a subtle
but convincing message not to
cross him.

The guy is dependable, too.
Udin typically works from 5:30
am. to 8 p.m., every night. Last
year, he can recall taking only
two days off. Every fourth or fifth
night, he’ll visit his brother’s
house to see his daughter Zarmi-
na, who is now 10.

While Udin frets about his
daughter, the troops worry about
dauy

Udm s room is filled with gifts
from well-meaning, young Ameri-
cans. A general’s driver from the
previous rotation gave him a TV;
a sergeant from the Indiana
Guard bought him a space heater;
and another current occupant of
the base, a female soldier, pre-
sented him with a blanket, gloves
and a black, wool hat with the
name “Rambo” stitched across it.

And that's only scratching the
surface. There are several
12-pack soda boxes, instant soup,
snacks, sunglasses and even a bot-
tle of bubbles, the type that kids
like to play with. Udin also has his
own camouflage uniform.

“They are always taking care of

" he said. The attention, he

added, “makes me work harder
and harder for them.”
For months after the Amen-

ready paying him, and he saw no
reason to double dip. When his
company quit paying him, he ac-

cepted the Americans’ offer.
Today, his monthly salary is $420,
plus meals.

“Have a good day, Rambo,”
Spc. David A. Pranger said after
he delivered lunch to Udin.

“He’s not really military, but
we bring him breakfast, lunch
and dinner,” Pranger added.
“He’s a cool guy. He’s always
here to greet us.”

Indeed, whenever a military ve-
hicle — U.S. or coalition — enters
or leaves the compound, the occu-
pants inside get saluted.

Udin patrols the area outside
the gate with a vengeance be-
cause the area tends to attract lo-
cals looking for work or handouts.
The compound is also situated
along a busy street.

Terrorists, he explained,
“might attack the front gate with
a car bomb.”

A couple of months ago, an Af-
ghan fired on a French military
vehicle.

Udin sprang into action imme-
diately and charged the armed
man. Before he could disarm him,
the French shot the man them-
selves.

“I'm not scared,” Udin said. “I
feel like I am in the Army, so if I
die, no problem.”

“Rambo is one of the most hon-
esl genuine persons I have ever

t,” Sweet said. “He's worth
every penny they pay him. He
never complains.”

Udin hopes to soon get an apart-
ment so he can move his five chil-
dren back home. The pay he re-
ceives from the Army has helped
him immeasurably, but he states
he has no intention of abandoning
his post any time soon.

“Whenever the Americans
leave, I will leave,” he said. “As
long as they want me to stay, I
will stay.”

E-mail Kevin Doughert
Goughertykamai estrpes osdmil
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Senior Airman Joe Batman of the 732nd Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron stands next to his small locker at Camp Liberty.

Batman deployed

to Camp

Stars and Stripes

otham City is not the
only place with a Bat-
man in its ranks.
Baghdad’s Camp Lib-
erty has its own — in this case Se-
nior Airman Joe Batman of the
732nd Expeditionary Civil Engi-
neer Squadron detachment.

“It's a German name,” he ex-
plained. “It is, from what I'm told,
a German officer’s servant.”

Whatever its origin, it has
drawn a lot of attention to the
25-year-old Dolphin, Va., native.

Batman deployed to Iraq from
Alaska’s Elmendorf Air Force
Base about two months ago and
expects to be in country until
mid-2005.

“We thought it was a joke,” said
Senior an Hugo Vitela,
about Batman’s pending arrival a
few months ago. “We were like
‘Batman? Who the hell is Bat-
man?

His Air Force brethren quickly
got used to him — although he
still does get a little ribbing from
them. When he enters the Tacti-
cal Operations Center in their cor-
ner of the camp, other Air Force
personnel always do the song:
“duh-nuh-nuh-nuh-nuh” — well,
you know the rest.

Since the Air Force is greatly
outnumbered by Army personnel
on the camp most of the attention
comes from soldiers, Batman
said.

“They get really excited,” he
said. “They do the ‘Look, I'm Bat-
man’ thing.”

“They do the little song,” Vitela
added. “You can hear it in the
background when we’re walk-
ing.”

Batman doesn’t get upset with
the attention drawn by his last
name, and has never wished he
were “Joe Smith” or something
less, well, superhero-like.

“Nah, Batman’s too cool,” he
said.

Though single, he hopes to
have children someday and pass
on the Batman name.

But there are some names that

Liberty

are definitely out for the future
kids.

“No Bruces or Robins,” he ex-
plained.

Though he’s probably the only
Batman in Baghdad, he’s not the
only one in the military. His broth-
er, Petty Officer 3rd Class Ira Bat-
man, is assigned as a mineman at
Naval Station Ingleside, Texas,
near Corpus Christi.

Melancholy magic

Every seat on the bus from the
post exchange to the northern
part of Camp Liberty was full as
it turned toward one of the
camp’s living areas.

Tunes were blaring, as they do
every night in the “Wayne’s
World” bus, so named because of
a piece of paper stuck in the win-
dow underneath the bus route
sign.

Soldiers new to Iraq talked
with the old hands, a couple of
whom said they were counting
the days until their combat tours
were over. Everyone seemed in a
pretty good mood as the final few
notes of Elton John’s “Candle in
the Wind” ended.

As the bus pulled into the living
area, the first notes of the next
song came on.

“Yesterday, all my troubles
seemed so far away,” crooned
Paul McCartney. “Now it looks as
though they're here to stay. Oh, I
believe in yesterday.”

Conversation came to stand-
still.

“Suddenly, I'm not half the
man I used to be.

“There’s a shadow hanging
over me.”

“Wayne's World,” it seemed,
had just gotten a lot smaller and
much more personal.

One newly arrived officer
wryly commented that he hoped
none of the soldiers would start

crying.
It wasn’t said in jest.

Stars and Siripes renorter Json Chudy

contributed to this report. He

Currently embedded with the 10th

Mountain Division in Abu Ghraib, Irag,

and can be reached at:

chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

British major: Soldiers held
In abuse acted outside order

BY TONY CZUCZKA
The Associated Press

OSNABRUECK, Germany —
Three British soldiers accused of
mistreating detained Iragi civil-
ians were acting outside an order
to put looters to work, their com-
mander testified Monday at their
court-martial.

Maj. Dan Taylor testified last
week he gave an order to make
captured looters “work hard”
picking up garbage to deter ram-
pant theft at an aid warehouse out-
side Basra being guarded by Brit-
ish soldiers in May 2003.

However, he said Monday he
did not have the group of soldiers
supervised by Cpl. Daniel
Kenyon, 33, the highest-ranking
defendant, enforcing that plan on
the day of the alleged abuse.

Their section “had no part in
the work phase,” Taylor testified.

Taylor has said he saw no
abuse during the crackdown.

British media published photos
of the abuse last week, causing
outrage and expressions of dis-
gust from politicians, mcludmg
Prime Minister Tony Bl

One photo shows a bound Iragi
being dangled over a loading
dock by a forklift. Others show
him and another Iraqi stripped
and apparently forced to simulate
sexual acts.

Defense lawyers for the three
soldiers from the Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers argue that they were
following orders, a charge Taylor
denied Friday.

In testy exchanges Monday,

Taylor also rejected allegations
by Kenyon’s lawyer that he
played down to his superiors how
harshly he wanted soldiers to
treat captured looters.

“You were trying as hard as
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the Stars & Stripes on the following dates and areas.

February 5
Italy
Turkey

you could to downgrade the sever-
ny of your order,” said lawyer Jo-
seph Giret, who claimed that Tay-
Tor misled both his immediate su-
perior and a general who ques-
tioned him earlier this month.
“You are prepared to let these
soldiers be the sacrificial lambs
S0 your own career can
served " the lawyer added “Thal
is not correct, sir,” Taylor re-

plied.

One of the defendants, Lance
Cpl. Darren Larkin, 30, has plead-
ed guilty to one count of battery
after prosecutors alleged he was
the man shown in a photo stand-
ing with both feet on a tied-up
Iraqi on the ground.

Larkin and Lance Cpl. Mark
Cooley, 25, denied all other charg-
es. Cooley is charged with tether-
ing the detainee to the forklift and
driving it. Kenyon is charged
with several counts of failing to re-
port abuse to superiors. He has
pleaded not guilty.

You may also contact ACS,
Family Services, USQ or relocation centers thraughout Europe
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Parishioners on Sunday gather at the Memorial Wall for the Unborn at the Sacred Heart of Mary Catholic
Church for the burial of several hundred fetuses received from a mortuary in Boulder, Colo.

Bush talks to foes staging
a protest of Roe v. Wade

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush told abortion opponents on
Monday he shared their support
for “a culture of life” and claimed
progress in passing legislation to
protect the vulnerable.

“We need most of all to change
hearts and that is what we're
doing,” Bush said as anti-abortion
activists marked the 32nd anni-
versary of the Supreme Court de-
cision legalizing abortion with a
day of rallies, protests and other
activities.

The issue took on new urgency
with the likelihood of a high court
vacancy.

Colorado church buries fetuses

The Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — A Roman Catholic church buried the ashes
of hundreds of aborted fetuses Sunday, a day after the 32nd anniver-
. Supreme Court decision that made abortion legal,
drawing criticism that the church was exploiting women'’s grief to

sary of the

make a political statement.

A crowd of 250 parishioners prayed as the ashes were buried in
the Sacred Heart of Mary Church cemetery, while a handful of pro-
testers gathered nearby holding signs that read, “This church is a
grave robber.” A mortuary hired by the abortion clinic to dispose of
the fetuses had been giving the ashes to the church for years to be
buried at a memorial. Dr. Warren Hern, clinic director, said he had
no idea such an arrangement had been made and said his contract
required the mortuary to bury the ashes in its own plot.

The church agreed to return the remains of 300 to S00 fetuses that
had been cremated in November before the service began Sunday.

Bush addressed marchers by

phone from the idential re-

treat at Camp David, Md. Every an-

niversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973

Supreme Court decision, prompts

demonstrations by abortion rights
and

strations across the country Satur-
day, the actual anniversary of the
Jan. 23 decision.

This year there is increasing
ion about Chief Justice

Activists on both sides of the
abortion issue marched in demon-

William H. Rehnquist’s health.
Three other justices have had can-

cer. One or more court vacancies
would give President Bush the
chance to install another justice
or justices who oppose the Roe de-
cision, increasing the likelihood
that at some point, the ruling
could be overturned.

High court rejects
Florida appeal in
Terry Schiavo case

BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court refused Monday to
reinstate a Florida law passed to
keep a severely brain-damaged
woman
hooked to a
feeding
tube, clear-
ing the way
for it to be
removed.
How  soon
that would
happen,

owever,
was  un-
clear.

The Flori-
a Su-
preme Court had struck down
the law last fall, and the justices
were the last hope for state lead-
ers who defended the law in a bit-
ter long running dispute over the
fate of Terri Schiavo.

Her husband, Michael Schia-
vo, contends she never wanted to
be kept alive artificially. But her
parents told justices in a filing
that their son-in-law is trying to
rush her death so he can inherit
her estate and be free to marry
another woman.

The Supreme Court did not
comment in rejecting an appeal
from Gov. Jeb Bush, who argued
that the state had the authority to
step in and pass the 2003 law
that ordered Terri Schiavo’s feed-
ing tube reinserted six days after
her husband had it removed.

The case goes back to state
Judge George Greer, who al-
ready has ruled that the
brain-damaged woman’s hus-
band could withdraw her feeding
tube. Although several legal chal-
lenges are pending, the Supreme

Schiavo

I

Supreme Court
developments

In other developments Mon-
day, the court:

B Gave police broader
search powers during traffic
stops, ruling that drug-sniffing
dogs can be used to check out
motorists’ cars even if officers
have no reason to suspect they
‘may be carrying narcotics.

B Declined to consider
whether states may offer li-
cense plates with anti-abortion
messages, leaving  lower
courts divided over whether
the programs in a dozen states
unconstitutionally restrict dis-
senting views.

M Asked federal courts to re-
consider sentences for hun-
dreds of defendants who con-
tend they were wrongly pun-
ished under a sentencing sys-
tem the court declared uncon-
stitutional earlier this month.

B Reinstated the death sen-
tence of a man convicted of
bludgeoning to death an elder-
ly couple in Memphis, Tenn.
Justices set aside a ruling by
the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals for Gary Bradford
Cone.

Threw out the appeal of
Mississippi death row inmate
Marlon Howell less than two
months after hearing his case,
on grounds that Howell’s legal
arguments were not properly
argued in lower courts first.
From The Associated Press

Court was considered the best
hope to stop the removal of the
tubes.

“I’s judicial homicide. They
want to murder her,” her father,
Robert Schindler, said Monday.

Hutchinson quits homeland security post

WASHINGTON — A top Homeland Security Depart-
ment official resigned his post Monday after he was
passed over twice by the Bush administration to be secre-
tary of the agency.

Undersecretary Asa Hutchinson, in charge of border
and transportation security issues, submitted his letter of
resignation to the White House early Monday morning,
said a DHS official, who spoke on condition of anonymity
because the resi ion had not yet been

Hutchinson is a former Arkansas congressman and
former federal drug czar who is believed to be considering
a run for Arkansas governor next year. His resignation is
expected to be effective March 1.

www.PentagonCarSales.com

Supporters pressing gay marriage ban

‘WASHINGTON — Senate supporters of a constitutional
amendment banning gay marriage said Monday they in-
tend to press for passage in the new Congress, brushing
aside mixed signals from the White House on the issue’s
importance at the start of President Bush’s second term.

“Who's to say whether we have enough votes or not,”
said Sen. Wayne Allard, R-Colo., noting that the new
two-year Congress has just begun.

He said he expects GOP leaders to call for a vote before
the 2006 elections and added, “I think it would be foolhar-
dy to back off when we've got a good head of steam coming
out of the election.”.
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Conn. judge delays man’s execution

HARTFORD, Conn. — A federal judge said Monday he
will order a postponement in the execution of serial killer
Michael Ross, who waived his appeals and was set to be-
come the first person put to death in New England in near-
ly 45 years.

Judge Robert N. Chatigny said he wants to hear more ev-
idence about Ross’ mental capacity.

“I think it is inevitable that I will be issuing a stay post-
poning an execution until the outcome of this proceeding,”
Chatigny said. He did not say how long the stay would last.

From The Associated Press
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Northeast trying to dig out

By THEO EMERY
The Associated Press

BOSTON — The city’s airport
partially reopened Monday but
schools and courthouses were
closed in many areas as the North-
east struggled to recover from the
weekend’s blizzard.

The roar of snowblowers and
the scrape of shovels were heard
as residents worked to free their
sidewalks and cars from deep
mounds of snow.

The storm dumped more than 3
feet of snow on Massachusetts,
and drifts were piled up to the
eaves of some one-story build-
ings.

Frustrated travelers waited for
transportation after a weekend in
which hundreds of airline flights
were canceled.

Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney asked nonessential state
workers in the eastern part of the
state not to come to work, and
Rhode Island Gov. Don Carcieri
closed all state and municipal of-
fices Monday. School closings
were reported from Maine to
parts of Virginia.

At least 15 deaths were linked
to the weather: three in Connecti-
cut, three in Ohio, three in Wis-
consin, two in Pennsylvania, and
one each in Maryland, Delaware,
Towa and Massachusetts.

Social security overhaul

WASHINGTON — A key Sen-
ate Republican raised questions
Sunday about President Bush’s
proposal for overhauling Social
Security, underscoring the heavy
political lifting the president
faces in selling even members of
his own party on his proposal to
let younger workers put a portion
of their payroll taxes into private
investment accounts.

Sen. Olympia Snowe of Maine,
aself-described moderate Repub-
lican who sits on the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, said on CNN’s
“Inside Politics Sunday” that she

‘as “certain-
ly not going
to support di-
verting  $2
trillion from
Social Securi-
ty into creat-
ing personal
savings ac-
counts” — a
reference to
concerns
that such ac-
counts
would deep-
en the budget deficit.

“I don’t object to personal sav-
ings accounts per se, but that’s
got to be a part of a larger retire-
ment security picture, as one
mension,” she said. “But the exist-
ing program, as it has been devel-
oped in the last 70 years, provides
a stable mnnthy income that has
prevented seniors, almost S0 per-
cent, from falling into poverty. I
don’t think we want to erode the
principles of that system.”

The support of Snowe and
other moderate Republicans will
be critical if Bush’s plan is to suc-
ceed.

From the Los Angeles Times

States of emergency were de-
clared in Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and New Jersey.

On Massachusetts’ Nantucket
island, where an 84 mph wind
gust was reported, the storm
plunged the entire island into
darkness until most service was
restored Sunday night. The is-
land’s fire department worked to
reach to reach people at risk,
such as the elderly and the very
young, in areas cut off by drifts
up to 6 feet high.

“We just don’t have the equip-

ment to handle that amount of
snow,” said Nantucket deputy
fire chief Mark McDougall.

0 eastern Massachusetts
communities — Salem and Ply-
mouth — got 38 inches of snow
each, according to the National
Weather Service.

Parts of New Hampshire got 2
feet, New York’s Catskills collect-
ed at least 20 inches and more
than a foot fell in parts of New Jer-
sey. Earlier, the weather system
had piled a foot of snow across
parts of Wisconsin, er:h]gdn In-
diana and northern

Chip Carbone uses a snowblower Monday to remove over two feet of
snow from his sidewalk in Providence, R.I.
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Johnny Carson: One maglc night after another

BY DAVID HINCKLEY
New York Daily News

With the possible exception of
Lucille Ball, no entertainer was
ever so adored by the television
camera as Johnny Carson during
the 30 years he hosted “The To-
night Show.”

By fortune and skill, Carson
parlayed that affection into a life
and a stardom galaxies removed
from Corning, Towa, where he
was born Oct. 23, 1925.

He began life as the middle
child of Homer and Ruth Carson,
hard-working Middle Americans
of solid Methodist stock.

He died Sunday at 79 in Los An-
geles, as well known as any presi-
dent, a man who reshaped the
role of television and for 30 years
reinforced America’s hope and be-
lief that the plain man with good
old common sense was where you
put your money.

Beyond the gaze of the camera,
Carson was often described as
cold, indifferent and impatient.
He was married four times, di-
vorced three.

At least twice, he threatened to
walk away from “Tonight” be-
cause he wanted more money and
more time off.

After a “Tonight” show, Car-
son’s ritual for years was to re-
turn to his dressing room, close
the door and drink a beer alone.

No Ed McMahon, his affable
sidekick for almost as long as he’d
been on TV. No Doc Severinsen,
his bandleader.

And certainly no guests. Carson
rarely talked with guests before
the camera went on or after it
shut off. A “Tonight” gig was a
business relationship.

All that was known about
Johnny Carson. It didn’t matter.

On May 22, 1992, Carson
walked away from “Tonight” to a
standing ovation from a grateful
nation. He spent the last dozen
years of his life finally doing what-
ever he wanted, without anybody
watching him, asking him a dumb
question or telling him they'd
watched him for 30 years, so
could he please sign this piece of
paper.

In 1937, 12-year-old Johnny
Carson came across “Hoffmann’s
Book of Magic.” He sent away for
a mail-order kit and drove his
family nuts by asking them to
pick a card, any card.

At 14, he made his performing
debut as The Great Carsoni, in a
costume sewed by Ruth Carson.
He was in showbiz.

Fan Lindsay Neumann, 23, from Burbank, Calif., brings flowers Sunday to the dedication sculpture at the
Johnny Carson Park in Burbank, Calif., across from the NBC studios where “The Tonight Show Starring
Johnny Carson” was taped. Johnny Carson died Sunday; he was 79.

He joined the Navy out of high
school in 1943, and after his dis-
charge got his diploma in 1949
from the University of Nebraska.

Meantime, he worked in local
radio and did his senior thesis on
comedy writing.

He saw the rise of television,
and vaulted from Omaha to KNXT
in Los Angeles, where he did a
short Sunday comedy show called
“Carson’s Cellar” that led Red
Skelton to hire him as a writer.

One night in August 1954, Skel-
ton was injured in rehearsal, and
Carson was so impressive as a
quick fill-in that CBS offered him
his own show. Starting in June
1955, “The Johnny Carson Show”
featured parodies of pop culture,
interviews with wacky people and
other notions “Tonight” fans
would recognize.

After the show was canceled,
he went to New York and joined
the Friars Club, the ultimate net-
working spot for celebrity comex
ans, which helped keep him visi-
ble enough that in 1957 ABC-TV
hired him to replace Edgar Ber-
gen as host of “Who Do You
Trust?”

The original title — the racier
“Do You Trust Your Wife?” —

didn’t last. His sidekick, McMa-
hon, did, because whatever
Johnny wanted, Ed thought was
great. It was a principle under
which they would work together
for 35 lucrative years.

As host of the country’s most
popular daytime show, Carson
was invited in the spring of 1958
to sit in as a guest host for Jack
Paar on NBC’s “Tonight” show.

Carson was everything Paar
wasn’t: calm, not excitable; dead-
pan, not weepy; suggestive, not
overt. When Paar and NBC got
the inevitable divorce in 1962,
NBC came to Carson.

There were reports into the
’70s that Carson always needed
money, and that his distrust for
the world in general was fueled
by a bitterness over those he felt
had done his money wrong.

Meanwhile, on the air, he didn’t
seem to be creating anything radi-
cal. He would start with a mono-
logue, which over the years would
blossom into perhaps the most un-
derrated performance on televi-
sion, then talk with guests while
interspersing comedy bits and
sketches.

This featured characters like
“Carnac the Magnificent,” a magi-

cian clearly rooted in Carson’s af-
fection for “pick a card”; the ob-
noxious Aunt Blabby; the Mighty
Carson Art Players; the knuck-
le-dragging Floyd R. Turbo; Fa-
ther Time. Even The Great Carso-
ni returned.

Soon the show developed a rep-
utation as a place to do and say
things that had no forum in prime
time. Guests with bizarre animals
were welcome, as were eye-catch-
ers llke Dolly Parton, and Tiny

im’s wedding in

While Carson was generally lib-
eral, fans rarely saw that, even in
a pointed run of Watergate sags
in 1972-73. However he did it, he
made it all look so easy, and so
profitable, that over the years an
army of challengers marched on
his late-night spot. From Dick
Cavett and Les Crane to Bill Dana
and Joan Rivers, he shrugged
them all off.

Even after Carson retired he
was still godfather of late-night
TV.

When he left, there was a battle
over who would take his spot. Jay
Leno eventually got it, with Dave
Letterman going to CBS. Recent-
ly there were reports that Johnny
had fed jokes to Dave.

e end, the camera loved
even the thought of Johnny.

Johnny
through
the years

The Associated Press

Key events in the career of
Johnny Carson:

1925 — John William Car-
son born Oct. 23 in Corning,
Towa. He was raised in Nebras-
ka.

1943-1946 — Carson serves

The “Tonight
Show,” with host Steve Allen,
premieres on NBC.

1957 — Carson hosts game
show “Who Do You Trust?”
with Ed McMahon as side-
kick.

1962 — Carson is intro-
duced by Groucho Marx on
Oct. 1 as the new host of “The
Tonight Show” after Jack
Paar’s successful five-year
stint.

1969 — Tiny Tim marries
Miss Vicki on “Tonight” on
Dec. 17, a huge ratings win-

night” -
wins the first of its four
Emmys under Carson.
1987 — Carson is inducted
into Television Hall of Fame.
1991 — Carson’s son, Rich-
ard “Ricky” Wolcott Carson,

dies in a June road accident.
1992 — Carson awarded the
Presldentlal Medal of Free-

992 — Carson hosts final
“Tonight Show” in May before
turning desk over to Jay Leno.
Bette Midler and Robin Will-
iams were his final guests, ap-
pearing on the next-to-last
show. The final broadcast was
done without guests. It reached
an audience of 50 million.

1999 — Carson has quadru-
ple bypass surgery in March.

2005 — Carson dies of em-
physema Jan. 23 at his Malibu
home.

Rose Mary Woods, Nixon’s loyal secretary, dies

BY MARK WILLIAMS
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — In 1973, Rose
Mary Woods emerged from the relative ob-
scurity of typing letters and juggling sched-
ules. The devoted secretary of President
Nixon was in the middle of the Watergate
crisis.

Woods, who ignited a firestorm when
she said she inadvertently erased part of a
crucial Watergate tape that had an
18!2-minute gap, died Saturday at a nurs-
ing home in Alliance, about 60 miles south
of Cleveland. She was 87.

Funeral home owner Roger Ruzek said
Sunday he did not know the cause of death.

The gap in the tape
ofa June 20,1972, con-
versation between Ri-
chard Nixon and chief
of staff H.R. Halde-
man was critical to
the question of what
Nixon knew about the
break-in at Democrat-
ic headquarters in the
Watergate  complex
three days earlier —
and when he knew it.

Woods, who moved to northeastern Ohio
after leaving the disgraced president’s
staff in 1976, never talked much about her
years with the only American president to
Tesign the office.

But Nixon considered her a member of
the family. He wrote in his memoirs that it
was Woods he asked to inform first lady
Pat Nixon and his daughters in 1974 that
he had decided to resign on Aug. 9.

When the time came for the family to pri-
vately say goodbye to Nixon before he
climbed aboard the helicopter headed for
Air Force One, Woods stood by with Pat
Nixon, daughters Tricia and Julie, and

their husbands.

Julie Nixon Eisenhower and Tricia
Nixon Cox said in a statement Sunday that
‘Woods will be remembered for her devo-
tion to the country and their family.

Woods, the granddaughter of an Irish
stowaway, was born in Sebring, 20 miles
southwest of Youngstown, on Dec. 26,
1917, and was raised in a strict Roman
Catholic family.

Nixon defended his loyal employee
when fingers pointed at Woods, who had
spent weeks transcribing subpoenaed
White House tapes. “I know I did not do it,”
Nixon said. “And I completely believe
Rose when she says that she did not do it.”
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U.N. officials gather
to recall liberation
of Nazi death camps

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — To the sol-
emn strains of a choir, U.N. offi-
cials gathered in Vienna on Mon-
day to Kick off a week of events
worldwide marking the 60th anni-
versary of the lib-
eration of Nazi
death camps.

Evoking images
of the piles of
human hair, eye-
glasses and empty
suitcases at Aus-
chwitz, diplomats
urged the interna-
tional community
to ensure the hor-
rors of the Holo-
caust are never re-

Patrick  Ville-
mur, France’s rep-
resentative to
UN. organiza-
tions based in the

200 officials and

employees who gathered in the ro-
tunda of the U.N. complex over-
looking the Danube River that the
United Nations was founded “as
the world was awakening to the
full horror of the camps.”

Villemur urged nations to keep
pulling together to ensure “there
is never a repetition of these night-
mares.”

The Vienna gathering came
ahead of a much-larger commem-
oration later Monday at UN.
headquarters in New York,
where Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust sur-
vivor, were to address the Gener-
al Assembly.

Grigory Berdennikov, Russia’s
permanent representative to the
U.N. agencies in Vienna, recalled

&k Time will
not diminish
the meaning of
their sacrifice.
1t is important
to remember
the lessons of
peted: history so
it will not be
repeated.¥?

Grigory Berdennikov
Russia’s representative
to U.N. agencies

how Soviet troops liberated Aus-
chwitz 60 years ago this Thurs-
day. The Nazis’ slaughter of 6 mil-
lion Jews, he said, “will remain in
the world’s memory as a horrific
crime.”

“Time will not diminish the
meaning of their sacrifice,” he
said. “It is impor-
tant to remember
the lessons of his-
tory so it will not
be repeated.”

Peter Redmond
Jenkins, Britain's
chief envoy in Vi-
enna, described
how he and his
family visited Aus-
tria’s  notorious
Mauthausen labor
camp last sum-
mer so he could
teach his young
children  about
“one of the dark-
est stains on Eu-
rope’s history.”

Only by work-
ing together can
the world hope to
“stamp out genocide wherever it
may occur,” Jenkins said.

“Without constant vigilance,
(death camps) could again be
part of our future,” U.S. diplomat
David Noble warned.

“Let us ensure that Auschwitz
and the other camps will remain
a byword of history for the path
humanity refuses to take,” he
said.

In a brief but emotional ad-
dress, Israeli diplomat Israel
Michaeli said the Jewish state for-
ever will bear the scars of the Ho-
locaust, which he described as
“the culmination of 1,500 years of
anti-Semitism and hatred.”

“Every generation must be on
its guard to ensure such evil
never happens again,” he said.

Russian President Vladi

AP

ir Putin, right, and Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko seen during a meeting

in the Kremlin in Moscow on Monday. Yushchenko's visit aimed to smooth relations with the Kremlin.

New Ukraine president visits
Russia on first foreign trip

BY MARA D. BELLABY
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — A day after taking
office as Ukraine’s president, Vik-
tor Yushchenko arrived in Russia
Monday to smooth relations with
the Kremlin, which feared he
would take his country out of Mos-
cow’s sphere of influénce. But the
reformist leader also named a
fiery ally, whom Russia has been
trying to arrest, as prime minis-
ter.

Yushchenko’s visit to Moscow
is a delicate balancing act to
move closer to the West while not
upsetting relations with his pow-
erful neighbor — while for Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin,
the meeting could help undo the
damage of his unsuccessful foray
into Ukrainian politics.

As the two leaders sat down for

talks in the Kremlin, Yushchen-
ko’s office announced he had
named Yulia Tymoshenko as
Ukraine’s new prime minister.

Russian prosecutors in Septem-
ber issued an international arrest
warrant for Tymoshenko, a fiery
orator and a key driving force be-
hind massive opposition protests
that paved the way for Yushchen-
ko’s victory in a repeat election
last month.

Tymoshenko was accused of
bribing Russian defense officials,
and Moscow said she was put on
the wanted list because she failed
to turn up for questioning in Mos-
cow. Tymoshenko claimed she
hadn’t received any summons,
and said the charges against here
were politically motivated.

During the Kremlin meeting,
Yushchenko told Putin that “Rus-
sia lS our eternal strategic part-
ner.”

“I will not conceal the fact lhal
it was not an easy campaign,”
Yushchenko said of the presiden-
tial race in which Putin openly
backed his rival, then prime min-
ister Viktor Yanukovych.

‘While Yushchenko appeared re-
served and at times nervous,
Putin smiled and warmly re-
ceived the new Ukrainian leader.

“We are very happy that this
difficult political period in
Ukraine has passed, and that a
government is in place ... and we
expect that our relations will con-
tinue to develop,” Putin said.

Russia views Ukraine as a key
part of its historic sphere of influ-
ence, a major transit route for its
oil and gas exports and a buffer
between the expanding European
Union and NATO. Moscow is ner-
vous about Yushchenko’s plans to
quickly integrate the 48-million
nation into Western structures.

Iran says it will open production plant
to process unranium ore concentrate

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI

The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran will in-
augurate a uranium ore concen-
trate production plant near the
southern port city of Bandar
Abbas within a year, Iran’s nucle-
ar chief said.

Gholamreza Aghazadeh was
quoted by state-run radio on Sun-
day as saying the Bandar Abbas
Yellowcake Production Plant
would open during the next Irani-
an calendar year, which begins
March 21.

The nuclear facility will pro-
cess ore extracted from uranium
mine into uranium ore concen-

trate, known as yellowcake. The
processing is part of the early
stages before actual enrichment
of uranium.

The uranium ore concentrate
can then be processed into urani-
um hexaflouride, which later can
be turned into a gas used as feed-
stock for enriching uranium.

Uranium enriched to low
grades is used for fuel in nuclear
reactors, but further enrichment
makes it suitable for atomic
bombs.

Under an agreement reached
with France, Germany and Brit-
ain, which negotiated on behalf of
the European Union, Iran will
continue suspension of its enrich-

ment activities during negotia-
tions with the Europeans about
EU economic, political and tech-
nological aid. Iran has said it will
decide within three months
whether to continue suspension.

Israel will follow the U.S. lead
in dealing with Iran’s nuclear as-
pirations, Vice Premier Shimon
Peres said Monday, but did not
rule out military action if diplo-
matic and economic pressure fail
to stop Tehran from developing
nuclear weapons.

Meanwhile in London, the Brit-
ish government on Monday insist-
ed diplomacy was the best way to
solve the standoff over Iran’s nu-
clear program, and rejected talk
of tension with the United States.

The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip —
Militant groups have agreed to
suspend attacks as they near a
formal truce deal with Palestin-
ian leader Mahmoud Abbas and
await Israel’s response, a senior
Palestmlan official said Mon-

The militants’ promise came
after Israeli leaders said Sun-
day that Israel is ready to hold
its fire if calm prevails, moving
the two sides closer to ending
four years of bloody conflict.

Israeli President Moshe Kat-
sav, who holds a largely ceremo-
nial post, called Abbas on Mon-
day, Katsav's office said. The
two leaders talked about the im-
portance of working together
for peace, a statement said.

Palestinian militants tell
Abbas they will halt attacks

US. envoy William Burns, a
senior State Department offi-
cial, is to arrive in the region
later this week for talks with Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders on
the emerging cease-fire deal.
Abbas is seeking Israeli guaran-
tees that it will halt military op-
erations, including arrest raids
and targeted killings of mili-
tants.

Israel, in the past, has refused
to grant amnesty to militants,
but appeared to be softening its
position. Asaf Shariv, an adviser
to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, said Israel would not
make public declarations. “It
wlll be a de facto cease-fire,” he

“].f there is quiet, we will re-
spond with quiet.
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At least five killed in
Austrian avalanches

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Skiers,
snowboarders and mountain res-
cue personnel call them “The
White Death” — killer avalanch-
es several football fields wide that
can exceed 100 miles per hour
and sweep away everything in
their path.

Weekend snow slides killed at
least five people and seriously in-
jured about 10 others who
strayed off-trail in Austria’s Alps
in search of adventure despite
warnings thdt conditions were
ripe for disa

Officials had raised Austria’s
five-step avalanche alert to level
four in recent days after a combi-
nation of heavy snowfalls, strong
winds and subsequent mild tem-
peratures made snow cover unsta-
ble and prone to breaking away.

Austrian authorities recently
launched a new service that deliv-
ers up-to-the-minute avalanche
warnings via cell phone SMS text
messages. But frustrated emer-
gency workers say technology is
useless to those who ignore con-
ventional warnings and take un-

warranted risks just to descend
mountains atop virgin snow.

“If they lack knowledge and the
necessary background  informa:
tion, then ite just carelessness —
pure and simple,” Roland Mattle,
an alpine gendarme helping air-
lift victims to safety, told Austrian
television Sunday.

Rescue workers on Monday re-
sumed their search for the body of
a 3l-year-old American snow-
boarder missing and presumed
dead in an avalanche that killed
three Canadians, ages 40, 54 and
57, and seriously injured another a
day earlier in the western prov-
ince of Tyrol. The victims’ names
and hometowns were not released.

The missing American was one
of four U.S. citizens in their 30s;
the three others managed to claw
their way out of chest- deep snow.

The Canadians were in a group
of four — two married couples —
on a ski holiday at the popular re-
sort of St. Anton.

The avalanche was estimated to

e spanned the length of three
football fields laid end to end, and
struck at an elevation of about
7,550 feet in an off-trail area popu-
lar with thrill-seekers looking for
deep, untouched powder.
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Indonesian men look
out at the rubble of
destroyed buildings
Monday as they take a
break from clean-up
work in Banda Aceh,

official said Monday
that tens of thousands
of survivors in Aceh
province have left
relief camps in recent
days, moving in with
relatives and begin-
ning to rebuild their
lives.

AP

U.N.: Thousands of survivors
leaving relief camps in Aceh

BY MICHAEL CASEY
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Tsunami survivors in Indonesia’s
shattered Aceh province have left
relief camps by the tens of thou-
sands in recent days to move in
with relatives, a U.N. official said
Monday, as the government and
separatist rebels tried to turn the
disaster into a chance for peace.

Elsewhere in Indonesia, a pow-
erful earthquake sent thousands
of people scrambling for higher
ground, fearful it would trigger a
tsunami like the one that killed at
least 160,000 in the Indian Ocean
region last month, most in Aceh.
Officials said there was no danger
of tsunamis.
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Joel Boutroue, the head of the
U.N. relief effort in Aceh, said the
number of relief camps has
dropped by about 75 percent in
the past week, from 385 to less
than 100. The number of people
in any one camp ranges from a
few hundred to about 2,000.

The “dramatic decrease” is
good news because relief settle-
ments can make survivors too de-
pendent on outside help, keeping
them from rebuilding their lives,
Boutroue said. He said most of
those leaving were moving in
with relatives, though a few were
returning to their villages along
Aceh’s devastated west coast.

The government is building tem-
porary housing for 100,000 survi-
vors, along with mosques, schools

and medical facilities. Some of the
homes could be ready next week,
enabling more survivors to move
out of their tents.

Boutroue also said a survey
found that 12.7 percent of tsuna-
mi survivors under S were mal-
nourished, slightly higher than
the national average of about 9
percent. Part of the reason was
their diet lacked variety, he said.

He said many survivors re-
ceived little more than rice and
biscuits in the first weeks after
the disaster. Now fish, salt and
sugar are available, he said.

Boutroue praised the role of the
Indonesia military in relief ef-
forts but suggested that the opera-
tions should eventually be hand-
ed over to a civilian authorities.

Whooping cough kills 25

in Afghanistan

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.N. and Afghan medics were airlifted to a
remote province in central Afghanistan to vaccinate children against

v
cials said Monday.
The U.

0oping cough after 25 youngsters died of the infectious disease, offi-

military said the 10 medics were flown into Daykundi prov-

ince Sunday on a coalition helicopter with a small quick-reaction force
to provide security. They were equipped with antibiotics for 2,000 peo-
ple and vaccinations for 2,500 people.

Sarwar Danish, who is minister for justice and a former

governor of Daykundi, said that 25 children had died of whooping
cough in Ghizab district. It wasn’t clear when the children died.

From The Associated Press
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Money tip of the day

Observe your desk

The Associated Press

A worker survey suggests the
state of your workspace might
offer some insight into your per-
sonality, based on your income,
gender and educational level.

The more you earn, the messi-
er you might be, as only 11 per-
cent of people making more
than $75,000 dnnually described

as “neat freaks,” but

66 percent of those earning less
than $35,000 claimed that de-
scription.

Also, college graduates said

they’re messier: Sixteen percent
claimed to be tidy desk workers,
while nearly a third of high
school graduates (29 percent)
said they’re neat-desk folks.

Older workers were messier,
too. Slightly more than a third,
36 percent, claimed a clean
desk, while 60 percent of work-
ers 18-24 years old said they
keep their spaces organized.

The results are from a tele-
phone survey of 2,039 adults in
May conducted for staffing firm
Ajilon Office, part of global staff-
ing firm Adecco Group.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Gonzales not right fit for Gls

As retired professional military leaders
of the U.S. armed forces, we are deeply
concerned about the nomination of Alber-
to R. Gonzales to be attorney general. We
feel that his views concerning the role of
the Geneva Conventions in U.S. detention
and interrogation policy and practice have
put soldiers in harm’s way.

During his tenure as White House coun-
sel, Gonzales appears to have played a sig-
nificant role in shaping U.S. detention and
interrogation operations in Afghanistan;
Iraq; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and else-
where.

Today, it is clear that these operations
have:

M Fostered greater animosity toward
the United States;

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

B Undermined our i i -gather-
ing efforts; and

W Added to the risks facing our troops
serving around the world.

Before Gonzales assumes the position of
attorney general, it is critical to under-
stand whether he intends to adhere to the
positions he adopted as White House coun-
sel or chart a revised course more consis-
tent with fulfilling our nation’s complex
curity interests — and maintaining a mili-
tary that operates within the rule of law.

‘Among his past actions that concern us
most, Gonzales wrote to the president on
Jan. 25, 2002, advising him that the Gene-
va Conventions did not apply to the con-
flict then under way in Afghanistan. The
reasoning Gonzales advanced in this
memo was rejected by many military lead-
ers at the time, including Secretary of
State Colin Powell, who argued that aban-
doning the Geneva Conventions would put
our soldiers at greater risk and would “re-
verse over a century of U.S. policy and
practice in supporting the Geneva Conven-
tions.”

Perhaps most troubling of all, the White
House decision to depart from the Geneva
Conventions in Afghanistan went hand in
hand with the decision to relax the defini-
tion of torture and to alter interrogation
doctrine accordingly. These changes in
doctrine have led to uncertainty and confu-

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

sion in the field, contributing to the abuses
of detainees at Abu Ghraib [prison in Iraq]
and elsewhere, and undermining the mis-
sion and morale of our troops.

The full extent of Gonzales’ role in en-
dorsing or implementing the interrogation
practices the world has now seen remains
unclear. A series of memos prepared at his
direction in 2002 recommended official au-
thorization of harsh interrogation meth-
ods, including waterboarding, feigned suf-
focation and sleep deprivation.

The United States’ commitment to the
Geneva Conventions — the laws of war —
flows not only from field experience, but
also from the moral principles on which
this country was founded, and by which
we all continue to be guided.

We urge senators to take into account
the effects of Gonzales’ advice on U.S. de-
tention and interrogation policy and prac-
tice.

Marine Brig. Gen. David M. Brahms
(retired)

Carlsbad, Calif.

The letter also was signed by

Army Brig. Gen. James Cullen (retired),
Army Brig. Gen. Evelyn P. Foote (retired),
Army Lt. Gen. Robert Gard (retired),
Navy Vice Adm. Lee F. Gunn (retired),

Navy Rear Adm. Don Guter (retired),
Marine Gen. Joseph Hoar (retired),

Navy Rear Adm. John D. Hutson (retired),
Army Lt. Gen. Claudia Kennedy (retired),
Air Force Gen. Merrill McPeak (retired),
Army Maj. Gen. Melvyn Montano (retired),
Army Gen. John Shalikashvili (retired).

Women wouldn’t slack off

1 wish I was surprised by “Women don’t
belong in infantry” (Dec. 15), but frankly
I'm not.

The writer said he would leave his per-
sonal opinions aside, then expressed them
in a very narrow-minded manner. I agree
that women who want to join the infantry
should meet the same physical training re-
quirements. However, the reason weight
and body fat regulations are different is be-
cause women are naturally supposed to
carry more body fat than males. Feel free
to ask your medic if you're skeptical.

As for the claims that women would
slack off, any woman tough enough to pass
the male PT standards and infantry train-
ing is probably at least as motivated as the
males. While in Iraq I have seen women
carry heavier loads to prove themselves
more than I've seen them loafing, and sev-
eral of the females in my unit carry the
heavier M249 light machine gun while the
only M4 assault rifle is carried by the tall-
est man in our unit.

Decency requires that opposite genders
have separate places to dress and shower
when available. This is not preferential
treatment but common sense. Remember
in Kuwait where the whole unit shared
one tent? The men kept to one side, the
women to the other, and people changed
their underclothes in the showers.

To prevent accidental pregnancies, in-
fantry females could be required to be on
birth control in the field. At other times, do
remember that men can have children
while in the military and women should be
able to, as well.

The bottom line is, soldiers who can
pass the same training should have the
same opportunities, regardless of gender.
Period.

Spe. Khai Krumbhaar
Baghdad

Americans swallow more expensive pills

The Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel

ast week, 10 pharmaceutical com-
panies announced that uninsured
Americans of modest means
could apply for a discount card.

They'll have to pay only $3 for a $4 pill.

That sounds pretty good until you con-
sider that France, Japan and others will
still pay only $1.

The discount card won’t change the fact
that Americans subsidize the world’s drug
costs by footing the bill for research.

This would be less outrageous if the
product in question wasn't, in many cases,
necessary to sustain life.

Dooneshury Flashbacks

Neither President Bush nor Republican
leaders in the House and Senate appear to
have any problem with the disparity.

But Towa Republican Charles Grassley
does. He and other senators intend to re-
vive this issue.

‘They support setting up a safe system to
let orde d

ing their products in this country if they
charge less in comparable countries.

No company would willingly walk away
from the lucrative U.S. market, so it wou
negotiate higher prices with governments
elsewhere.

Because Bush and other drug-industry
supporters won re -election, pharmaceuti-

i .

\pp! rugs
from certain cnunlnes where they cost
less.

This would not automatically equalize
prices, but would help bring them in line.

If that doesn’t work, they could try thi
A law that bars drug companies from sell-

think the outcry over
unfalr mtemanonal pricing will fade

And that the discount card will shore up
their sagging image.

But they’d better not count on it. Ameri-
cans don’t want to be gouged so that others
get a price break.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

NETWORK PRESAIRE,
W}’I /M?MY THREE BODY-
GUARDS LEFT MY HOTEL IN AN
ARMORED CAR TO
DALY COALITION BRIEFING.

ING ALONG
COVER THE

AFTER TO HOURS OF CREEP-
UNSECURE STREETS,
IﬂMNﬂh/AT'/HEEE}/zEEF//V 7
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OPINION

Sunnis don’t want minority rule blown up

BY ROBERT ZELNICK

very time I hear advocates for

Iraq’s Sunni Muslims urge post-

ponement of the Jan. 30 vote, I re-

call legendary lawyer Louis Niz-
er’s story about dissenting members of a cor-
porate board of directors who, after tossing
their colleagues out the window, promptly
moved to adjourn for the absence of a quo-
rum.

The Sunnis have reason to be unhappy.
For nearly a century under the assortment
of kings and cutthroats that ran Baghdad,
they dominated Irag. The Shiites in the
South outnumbered them nearly 3 to 1 and
the Kurds in the north were their numerical
equal. But Sunnis dominated the govern-
ment, the military, the police, higher educa-
tion, business and the Baath political party.
Moreover, when Saddam Hussein chased
the starving and frozen Kurds to the moun-
tains of Turkey and turned his southern
guns on the Shiites, killing 300,000 of them,
the Sunnis were not at risk. In a democratic
society, or even one with rough representa-
tive government, their influence would
more reflect their numbers.

Small wonder that military and political in-
surgents, not to mention the terrorists who
roll car bombs into crowded markets, massa-
cre police trainees and slit the throats of aid
dispensers, have come mainly from the
ranks of Sunnis about to see political power
redistributed. Small wonder their four prov-

mces are the least secure among Iraq’s eigh-
teel

The arguments for delaying the vote are
not entirely frivolous.

Mainstream Sunni political and religious
leaders say they need time for things to set-
tle down. Their voices are augmented by a
sprinkling of Americans who see the risk of
greater violence, even civil war, if the Sun-
nis are dealt substantially out of the game.
Hold off the elections, they urge. Revise the
voting formula to ensure representation
from the Sunni geographic regions. Then
hold a vote.

But postponement carries even greater
risks. One is the awful precedent of reward-
ing terrorism. Scuttle an election because of
insurgent treachery and the likely result
would be more, not less treachery. This is a
volatile area where limiting the plebiscite to
those of saintly disposition would be futile.
But as we have seen recently in the case of
the Palestinians, a minimal commitment to
shun violence is a fair price to pay for partici-
pation in the political process. One must
choose between the ballot and the gun.

An even greater danger would be deliver-
ing a political insult of devastating propor-
tion to Iraq’s Shiites. If Sunni violence can
delay majority rule, then Shiites might con-
clude that their own violence can restore it.
And a Shiite-Sunni clash would provide all
kinds of opportunities for mischief to Iran,
the neighboring Shiite power.

Far better to hold the scheduled elections

for the 275-member legislature charged
with drafting a constitution, and reach out to
the Sunnis through that body. Some might
be brought immediately into government.
The constitution can be tailored to protect re-
gional as well as religious representational
interests, just as women are guaranteed 20
percent of the seats in the new legislature.

Dissenters ask whether an election where
some can’t vote can pass the test of interna-
tional legitimacy. Which brings us back to
Nizer and his quorum call.

Robert Zelnick s a research fellow at the Hoover
Institution, a Stanford, Calif.-based think tank,

ind chairman of the Department of Journalism
at Boston University.

Nixed bombing of Auschwitz could have saved lives

BY STEPHEN J. SOLARZ
AND RAFAEL MEDOFF

PHILADELPHIA
orld leaders will gather at Aus-
chwitz, site of the former Nazi
death camp, tomorrow to com-
memorate the 60th anniversa-

ry of the Allies’ liberation of the camp.

The event will help focus needed atten-
tion on the horrors of genocide, then and
now. But it will be haunted by the knowl-
edge that, in 1944, Allied bomber pilots
had Auschwitz within their gun sights, yet
were never given the order to attack.

George McGovern was one of those pi-
lots. McGovern, the former U.S. senator
from South Dakota and 1972 Democratic
presidential nominee, recently spoke on
camera for the first time about his experi-
ences as one of the American pilots who
flew over Auschwitz.

In a meeting with interviewers from Isra-
el Television and the David S. Wyman Insti-
tute for Holocaust Studies, McGovern re-
called his days as the pilot of a B-24 Libera-
tor in the 455th Bomb Group, targeting
German synthetic oil plants in occupied Po-
land — many of them within a few miles of
the Auschwitz gas chambers.

After the Allies gained control of Foggia
Air Base in Italy in December 1943, Aus-
chwitz was for the first time within striking
distance of Allied planes.

In June 1944, U.S. diplomats and Jewish
leaders in Switzerland received a detailed
report about Auschwitz, prepared by two
escapees. They described the mass-mur-
der facilities, and drew diagrams showing
where the gas chambers and crematoria
were located.

As a result, Jewish organizations repeat-
edly asked the Roosevelt administration to
order the bombing of Auschwitz and the
railroad lines leading to the camp.

The War Department rejected the pro-
posals as “impracticable,” claiming such

sion” of planes needed for the war effort.
U.S. officials claimed to have conducted a
“study” that found that bombing Aus-
chwitz was not militarily feasible. But no
evidence of the alleged study has ever
been found.

Ironically, military resources were di-
verted for various other nonmilitary rea-
sons. Secretary of War Henry Stimson
blocked the Air Force’s plan to bomb the
Japanese city of Kyoto, because of the
city’s artistic treasures, and his deputy,
John McCloy — who rebuffed many of the
requests to bomb Auschwitz — diverted
U.S. bombers from striking the German
city of Rothenburg because of its famous
medieval architecture. Gen. George Patton
even diverted U.S. troops to rescue 150 Lip-
izzaner horses in Austria.

The administration’s “diversion” argu-
ment was just “a rationalization,” McGov-
ern said in the interview. How much of a
“diversion” would it have been, when he
and other U.S bomber-pilots already were
flying over the area? In the summer and

fall of 1944, the Allies repeatedly bombed
the oil refineries near Auschwitz — at a
time when hundreds of Jews were being
gassed daily in the camp.

n Dec. 26, for instance, McGovern’s
squadron dropped 50 tons of bombs on oil
facilities in Monowitz, an industrial section
of Auschwitz, located less than five miles
from the site where 1.6 million people
were murdered from 1942 to 1944.

“There is no question we should have at-
tempted ... to go after Auschwitz,” McGov-
ern said. “There was a pretty good chance
we could have blasted those rail lines off
the face of the earth, which would have in-
terrupted the flow of people to those death
chambers, and we had a pretty good
chance of knocking out those gas ovens.”

Even if there was a danger of accidental-
ly harming some of the prisoners, “it was
certainly worth the effort, despite all the
risks,” he noted, because the prisoners
were already “doomed to death” and an Al-
lied bombing attack might have slowed
down the mass-murder process and saved
many more lives.

“Franklin Roosevelt was a great man
and he was my political hero,” McGovern
said. “But I think he made two great mis-
takes in World War II.

“One was the internment of Japa-
nese-Americans,” he said, and the other
was the decision “not to go after Aus-
chwitz. God forgive us for that tragic
miscalculation.”

One hopes the world leaders meeting at
the Auschwitz site this week will reflect
not only upon the savagery of the Nazis,
but also on the role of bystanders, then and
now.

As McGovern emphasized, the Aus-
chwitz experience should produce “a deter-
mination that never again will we fail to ex-
ercise the full capacity of our strength in
that direction ... we should have gone all
out against Auschwnz and we must never
again permit genocide.”

Stephen 1. Solarz,  New York Democrat, served

in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1975
t0 1993, Rafael Medoft 13 director of The David s.
Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, which
focuses on issues related to America’s response
to the Holocaust.

Mallard Fillmore
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A hard-won fortress

French citadel survived lengthy siege

BY PETER JAEGER
Stars and Stripes

‘ ‘ on of a Bitche.”
If he had known
the famous Ameri-

can phrase, Col.
Kohlermann might have used it
for sure.

Kohlermann, whose first
name is unknown and apparent-
1y lost to history, was command-
er of Bavarian troops surround-
ing the French town of Bitche
during the Franco-Prussian war
of 1870-71. He would have used
the famous phrase to curse
Louis Casimir Teyssier, stub-
born commandant of La Cita-
delle, the mighty fortress over-
looking Bitche in northeastern
Lorraine.

Teyssier didn’t give up, he
didn’t surrender his hard-hit
fortress on top of a huge rock to
the German troops. Under siege
between August 1870 and
March 1871, Bitche and its
stronghold withstood bombard-
ments and attacks by 20,000
Bavarian troops for eight
months.

‘While the walls and buildings
atop the rock were transformed
into rubble by Bavarian artil-
lery, life went on in the tunnels
and casemates inside the rock.
Equipped with strongholds and
shelters, kitchen and stables,
hospital and mess halls, served
with water from a well 240 feet
deep into the rock, Teyssier and
his garrison withstood all at-
tacks. They even held out for
three weeks in March 1871,
after Germany had defeated
France and an armistice was
signed.

“I need to get the word from
Paris to surrender,” Teyssier
declared.

On March 26, 1871, Teyssier
handed over the keys of the
fortress to Kohlermann and
earned an honorable retreat
with the survivors of his garri-
son.

Today in Bitche, one can soak
up the atmosphere of a fortress

PHOTOS BY PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes

The Citadelle, one of the mightiest fortresses of France, dominates the town of Bitche in eastern Lorraine.

Above: A model in the museum shows the location and dimensions of

the fortress of Bitche, which is built on a massive rock.

Below: A decorative pillow in the museum shows the crest of Bitche

with two war medals.

honors the fallen and injured
American soldiers of the 100th

A bust of Napoleon Iil, emporer
of France, in the museum of the
fortress. As commander in chief
of the French troops in the
1870-71 Franco-Prussian war,
he was captured by the Germans
at Sedan, France, in 1871.

Onthe QT

K !) Directions

Bitche is in the northeastern
part of the Lorraine region of
France, close to the German
border, 15 miles south of Zwei-
briicken.

From Kaiserslautern/Ram-
stein take Autobahn 6 to auto-
bahn kreuz Neunkirchen onto
Autobahn 8, direction Zwei-
briicken. Leave the autobahn at
Exit 33 toward Hornbach and
follow Highway B-424 to the
French border. B-424 becomes
D35A in France. Follow signs to
Bitche, just 13 miles away.

From Heidelberg, take Auto-
bahn 5, direction Basel; switch
at kreuz Walldorf to Autobahn 6
direction Mannheim. At dreieck
Hockenheim go onto Autobahn
61 direction Koln; switch to
Autobahn 65 at kreuz Mutter-
stadt. Leave Autobahn 65 at Exit
15/ Landau Nord. Go onto High-
way B-10 direction Annweil-
er/Pirmasens. At Pirmasens
switch onto Autobahn 8. Leave
the autobahn at Exit 33 onto
Highway B-424, direction Horn-
bach and Bitche. If there are
controls at the German-French
border, you will need a passport.

Times

La Citadelle is open from
March 15 to Nov. 15 every day
from 10 am. to S p.m. (July and
August until 6 p.m.) The visit
takes 1 to 2 hours.

Costs

Admission (including head-
phones) is 6 euros (7 euros from
May 1 until Sept. 30) and 5 euros
for children and students (6
euros from May-September)

; | Food

_\/—

There is a snack bar with
outdoor café on top of the for-
tress next to the museum. Bitche
has a number of restaurants,

under siege. The Citadelle of Division of the cafés and two supermarkets to

Bitche is a well-organized muse- Seventh Army I buy food and drinks for a picnic.

um open to the public. With that liberated Ramstein .

light and sound, music and slide Bitche on [ Ludwigshaten 2 )

shows, the old days of the Fran- March 15, 1945. lautern RO| 1 Information

co-Prussian war are brought to Another

life. Along with the sounds of

marching boots and the fanfare ! Zweibriigken i For info about La Citadelle,

of attack, you almost smell the 9““51‘.“‘“?5; GE ANY s call the tourist office (Mon.

black powder and hear the . ) g e ofthe S © & through Sat., 9 a.m.-noon and

screams of the wounded. but also the history of the Cita- ~ Wars anda N 1:30-5.30 p.m.) at Bitche, located
Earphones (English, French  delle, from its creation under fantastic model & at the parking lot of the fortress.

and German languages avail- French architect Sébastien Le ~ of the Citadelle Phone: (+33) (0) 387061616; fax:

able) guide you through the Prestre de Vauban in the 17th d"m‘“?'g.g 'lfe Karjsruhe (+33) (0) 387061617; e-mail:

fortress and through the centu-  century until the end of World ~ {0Wn of Bitche. FRANCE Wispembourg/ Office.tourisme.bitche@

ries. Not only can visitors sam- ~ War IL. E-mail Peter Jaeger wanadoo.fr.

ple the famous siege of 1870-71,

A plaque on top of the fortress

at;jaegerp@ m:
estripes.osd.mil.

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes
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EUROPEAN FORECA:

Benelux: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 20s. Wednesday lows in the
20s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rain and snowshowers.
Highs in the upper 30s to upper 40s.
Wednesday lows in the lower 30s to
lower

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with snowshowers. Highs in the mid
30s. Wednesday lows in the upper
20s.

France: Mostly cloudy with isolated
snowshowers in the morning. Highs
in the upper 205 to upper 30s.
Wednesday lows in the upper teens
1o upper

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 20s. Wednesday lows in the
lower 20s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with
snowshowers. Highs in the 20s.
Wednesday lows in the  teens.

Hungary: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the upper 20s. Wednesday
lows in the upper teens.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs in
the lower 305 to lower 40s.
Wednesday lows in the upper 20s.

Southern Haly: Cloudy with rain and
mix.Highs in the upper 305 to
mid 40s. Wednesday lows in the
upper 20s to lower 30s.
Kosovo: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the lower 30s. Wednesday
lows in the mid 20s.

Norway: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower o upper 20s. Wednesday lows
in the upper teens to upper

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy.
in the lower 505 to lower 60s,
upper 30s in the north. Wednesday
lows in the upper 30s to lower 40s,
and upper 20s in the north.

Highs
a

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers and thunderstorms.
Highs in the upper 40s to mid 50s.
Wednesday lows in the lower 40s.
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Wrongful death

SPRINGFIELD

The family of an
11-year-old West Spring-
field boy who fell to his
death while climbing a fac-
tory smokestack more than
two years ago was awarded
$6.5 million by a Superi-
or Court Judge in a
wrongful death lawsuit.

Paul H. Rothschild, a

Springfield lawyer
representing  the
family of Andrew J. Mann, said
that the judgment was against the
trustees of the West Springfield
Trade Center Condominium Trust,
CGS Enterprises. The trade center
controls the property where the
smokestack was located on West-
ern Avenue.

Sewage spill in paradise
PEARL CITY — About 2.3
million gallons of sewage

spilled from the Pearl City waste-

water pumping station, damaging
several homes when sewage
backed up inside them.

Crews didn’t manage to stop the
flow until more than six hours
after the spill began. They contin-
ued to clean up the mess the next

day.

Athan Adachi, chief of the city’s
wastewater division, said improve-
ments were being made at the
pump station when a contractor
opened a pressurized sewage pipe,
causing the spill.

“The pipe broke loose and the
sewage started coming out,” Ada-
chi said. “They couldn’t shut it
down and the whole area started to
flood with sewage.”

The pipe was opened because of
a miscommunication between the
contractor and a worker at the
plant, he said.

Rape charges dropped

LEESVILLE A man

won't face trial on charges
he raped three residents of a
short-term home for the mentally
handicapped because his accusers
were found incompetent to testify
against him.

Prosecutors dropped six aggra-
vated rape charges against Louis
Glenn Dowden, who was a resi-
dent training specialist at the Lees-
ville Developmental Center.

Prosecutors said the case rested
largely on the victims’ testimony
and the judge ruled them incompe-
tent to testify following a two-day
hearing. The victims all have IQs
under 70.

Dowden was arrested in March
2002 after state officials began in-
vestigating the rape allegations.
He was also put on administrative
leave by the state.

Awarded for generosity

LIMA — Eight high school

students who gave their se-
nior class trip money to a teacher
with cancer will be able to travel
after all, thanks to donations from
people who were touched by the
students’ generosity.

The eight graduating seniors at
Lima High School in southwest
Montana gave $5,000 in December
to Karla McGraw, a teacher and
volleyball coach diagnosed with ad-
vanced breast cancer, to help her
with medical expenses.

When ima resident Ben
Yarbrough heard about the stu-

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

dents’ donation, he set up a fund
that has since grown to more than
$8,300, thanks to donations from as
far away as Florida and New York
City.

Six injured in fire
NEW YORK — An early
morning fire in the middle
of blizzard conditions left six peo-
ple with minor injuries in Staten Is-
land.

Firefighters responded to the
blaze at about 2:30 am. at a
six-story apartment on Park Hill
Avenue, said Firefighter Paul Ian-
nizzotto, a fire department spokes-

n.

About 35 units and 150 firefight-
ers were called to the fire.

The fire started on the first floor
and extended through the build-
ing. Firefighters were able to put
the flames out after about an hour.
The cause of the fire has not been
determined yet.

Six residents of the apartment
suffered minor injuries. Three of
them were taken to Staten Island
University Hospital North for treat-
ment.

Misconduct alleged

CHICAGO — A judge ac-
cused a federal prosecutor
of misconduct for turning grand
Jjury materials over to a plaintiff's
lawyer in a hospital-fraud case,
sparking a dispute that has led to

Winter wonderland

Hugo Day, 3, gets taken for a ride
by Tessa Muehllehner during the
snowy weather in Washington.

an investigation of sev-
eral lawyers in the
U.S. attorney’s office,

court records show.

In response, U.S. At-
torney Patrick J. Fitzger-
ald asked a federal appeals
court to force U.S. District
Judge James F. Holder-
man to disqualify himself
from making rulings during
the investigation.

The monthslong feud be-
tween Holderman and federal
prosecutors was made public
when hundreds of pages of court
papers were unsealed.

Defending polygamy

SALT LAKE CITY — A Re-

publican state lawmaker
countered a Senate colleague’s dis-
persal of an anti-polygamy book by
passing out materials to fellow leg-
islators defending the practice as
natural and not necessarily harm-
ful

State Sen. Carlene Walker said
she was offended by the book,
“God’s Brothel,” that Democratic
Senate Minority Whip Ron Allen
distributed to legislators.

Walker said she has known po-
lygamists who are “fine, honest, ed-
ucated, wonderful people.”

Welfare workers fired

TAMPA — Two child wel-

fare workers were fired and
a third was demoted after a
4-month-old child under their su-
pervision was beaten to death, au-
thorities said.

Phoenix Jordan Parrish died in
Dothan, Ala., after his mother
banged his head against a bed to
stop him from crying, authorities
said.

Tierra Capri Gobble, 21, had
been ordered by a court to stay
away from the child.

Hillsborough Kids Inc., a private
agency that handles foster care
and adoption for the state of Flori-
da, said the three employees failed
to monitor the child after he was
taken out of state by his
great-uncle, Edgar Parrish. The
workers were not identified.

Bronze swords stolen

HARRISBURG — The Na-
tional Park Service is look-
ing for two bronze swords stolen
from monuments at Gettysburg Na-
tional Military Park, officials said.
The first sword was reported
missing Sept. 15 from the bronze
Alexander Hays sculpture and the
latest was believed to have been
taken recently from the 8th Penn-
sylvania Cavalry stone monument,
the service said.
Both were pried or broken off
the monuments, Park Service
spokeswoman Katie Lawhon said.

Sheriff’s deputy indicted

TAMPA — A sheriff’s depu-

ty was indicted on charges
that he used a police computer to
track a friend’s former lover and
her new boyfriend before attacks
were carried out against the cou-
ple.

Deputy Charles Maye allegedly
used his access to the National
Crime Information Center’s data-
base to help his friend Leroy Col-
lins track down James McLemore,
the new boyfriend of Collins’
ex-girlfriend. Prosecutors say he
also used the computer to find the
girlfriend’s address.

Abald eagle carefully walks on an
iced-over pipe on a circle irrigation

Slippery perch

system near Klamath Falls, Ore.

With spinnaker billowing, Farr 40-class
boats sail on a downwind tack during the
Key West 2005 regatta off Key West, Fla.

Come sail away
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Ishipmen throw snowballs while playing in the snow in downtown

i
Annapolis, Md.

Soakin’ up some sun

As seen from a helicopter, a man
floats in a condominium complex
pool in off Siesta Key Public Beach
in Sarasota, Fla.

leﬂ Snodgrass shws how he can

Stupld human trlcks

his face during an audition for The Late Show s Siupld Human Tricks held
at the Omniplex in Oklahoma City.

Children eat ice cream in Hattiesburg, Miss., as part of a lesson on the
letter “I” given at the Early Encounters preschool. From left, Will Bustin, 4;
Dillon Morgan, 4; Walker Matlich, 5; Austin Baker, 5; Caden Stowall, 5; and Payton Brewer, 5.

Tasty lesson

Two die in plane crash

ABILENE — Two Dallas

men died when their sin-
gle-engine airplane clipped
power line and crashed near
Brownwood.

Paulose Mathai, 50, and Karl
Robert Brinker, 28, were flying
from Dallas and approaching
Brownwood  Regional Airport
when the crash occurred about 7
am., according to the Department
of Public Safety in Brownwood.

The men were in a Beech 36
model, single-engine plane when
the landing gear clipped a power
line, a DPS spokeswoman said.
The plane hit a group of standing
trees, the left wing broke off and
the aircraft burst into flames, The
Abilene Reporter-News reported.

Airport expansion

RESTON — A Re-

ston-based developer who
has fought the multibillion-dollar
plan to extend Metrorail to Dulles
International Airport has offered
his own proposal to ease northern
Virginia’s transportation woes.

Under his plan, Chris Walker
said his company would widen In-
terstate 66 and the Dulles Toll
Road between Washington and the
airport — a congested 27-mile
route.

Walker said he would pay for the
project by charging a toll that
would vary with the time of day on
some of the lanes. Other lanes
would be free, which means driv-
ers willing to pay would save time
by traveling in the restricted lanes
with fewer cars.

The Virginia Department of
Transportation is considering
three similar proposals from pri-
vate businesses for stretches of the
Capital Beltway and Interstate 95.

Taking on obesity

PORTLAND — Obesity

will be one of the issues on
the Legislature’s agenda now that
lawmakers have passed a tax relief
bill.

Lawmakers will consider bills to
require chain restaurants to list cal-
ories on menus; have schools give
parents confidential reports on
their child’s body fat; and stop
teachers from using junk food to re-
ward students.

With obesity on the rise in
Maine, supporters of the bills say
it’s time to address poor nutrition
and lack of physical activity.

Obesity has grown 20 percent
over the last decade, with more
than half of Maine adults over-
weight or obese and nearly 30 per-
cent of high schoolers overweight
or at risk of becoming so.

If current trends continue, obesi-
ty will overtake tobacco as the lead-
ing cause of preventable death,
health experts say.

Airport inspections
HONOLULU — The state
Department of Transporta-

tion will use $447,768 from the air-
port special fund to inspect air-
fields and to update pavement man-
agement systems plans for 14 air-
ports throughout the state.

The federal government’s share
for the project is $2.3 million, ac-
cording to state officials, who said
Gov. Linda Lingle had released the
state money.

Data collected from the inspec-

tions will be used to formulate new
short- and long-term plans to main-
tain and upgrade airfields, the gov-
ernor’s office said.

The inspections are required
every three years by the Federal
Aviation Administration to deter-
mine the amount of federal fund-
ing for airfield pavement rehabili-
tation projects, officials said.

“This important preventative ef-
fort, which uses airport special
funds and federal dollars, will help
in our ongoing plan to improve the
airport infrastructure on all is-
lands,” DOT Director Rod Haraga
said.

Missing hard drive

GREELEY — A computer

hard drive missing from
the University of Northern Colo-
rado contained personal informa-
tion about thousands of employees
and their families, the university
has said.

UNC officials said the missing
equipment includes the names,
birth dates, Social Security and
bank account numbers and other
information about employees’ ben-
eficiaries as well as about 15,790
current and former workers.

The total could be more than
30,000 people, officials said.

University officials said they do
not know whether the drive was
misplaced or stolen, but campus
police have launched a criminal in-
vestigation.

Four-alarm blaze

m CANTERBURY — Fire-
fighters from about a dozen
communities worked in frigid tem-
peratures to control a four-alarm
fire triggered by a gasoline vapor
explosion in a sod farm workshop.

The fire broke out at the Gold
Star Farm around 2 p.m. and
about 60 firefighters from as far
away as Northwood were called to
the scene. The fire was contained
in about an hour, and it was de-
clared under control just before 5
p.m.

Mutual Aid Fire Chief Richard
‘Wright said the fire destroyed per-
haps a quarter to a third of a
sprawling storage building that
contained equipment and chemi-
cals, including pesticides.

“Basically, we probably saved
three-quarters of the building,” he
said. “We were able to cut it off in-
side the building.”

Boy reunited with family

OCALA — An 11-year-old

boy who had been taken
from his school by a convicted
child molester was reunited with
his family while dozens of police
searched for the kidnapping sus-
pect in Georgia.

The boy was hugged by his moth-
er as he emerged from a police car
outside the Marion County sher-
iff’s office.

His father, Ivert Kirkirt, said the
boy was surprised by all the atten-
tion and looked good after the or-
deal. “He said, ‘Dad, stop crying, ”
Kirkirt said.

Meanwhile, police continued
searching for Frederick Fretz, 42,
who was believed to be hiding in
woods near where the boy was
found in northwest Georgia, said
Maj. Mike Powell of the police de-
partment in Emerson, Ga. Powell
said there was no indication the
boy had been molested.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Reaction takes Alda by surprise

Alan Alda says he’s constantly approached by people
surprised at his portrayal of a conservative Republican
senator on the TV show “The West Wing.”

_ “I was never asked that when I
played a murderer,” Alda said.

The NBC drama is setting up a
long-running story line in which
Alda will run for president against a
Democrat portrayed by Jimmy
Smits. The winner will be inaugurat-
ed on “The West Wing” a year from

now.

John Wells, the show’s executive
producer, said it has not been decid-
ed who will win. He said the show
will resist an interactive game in
which viewers decide the winner be-
cause the production schedule needs to be set too far in
advance.

Alda

eBay sale to aid tsunami victims

Celebrities including actress Eva Longoria and singer
Avril Lavigne will auction off personal items on eBay to
raise money for survivors of the South Asian tsunami.

Beginning Feb. 7, 40 items will hit the Web site, includ-
ing “Desperate Housewives” co-star Longoria’s cheer-
lead]ng uniform and a signed skateboard from rocker
Lavigne.

The drive, with proceeds going to Save the Children’s
Asia Earthquake/Tsunami Relief Fund, is sponsored by
Us Weekly magazine.

The eBay auction will end Feb. 24.

Golden girl goes buff

Betty White — yes, that Betty
‘White — goes flesh-toned for a scene
in her new TV movie.

During the filming of the Hall-
mark Channel original movie “An-
nie’s Point,” White, 83, and co-star
Amy Davidson went bare, sort of, for
a grandmother-granddaughter skin-
ny- dipping scene.

“We were not method acting,”
White said in a statement.

“We had little strapless bathing

suits on. I mean, we can act like we're naked.”

White

‘Sex’ star falls into the Gap — again

Actress Sarah Jessica Parker is falling into more Gap
advertisements.

The former “Sex and the City” star has signed on to rep-
resent the clothing chain in its spring 2005 marketing cam-
paign — the third straight in which
she’s been involved. Her spots pre-
mier sometime in March.

“I think the Gap is terrifically cre-
ative and inspired,” said Parker in a
statement. “Women will love the
clothes for spring.”

The campaign will encompass
more television and print ads, direct
mail and online and in-store market-
¥ ing elements.

In aprevious Gap ad, a cast of digi-
tally added Parker clones tromped
around rock star Lenny Kravitz. In
another, Parker partied with actor Josh Duhamel and
R&B singer Mary J. Blige.

Parker

Grammer considers a role in politics

Kelsey Grammer has an eye toward politics, but right
now he’s focused on helping his ailing wi

His wife, former Playboy model Camille Donatacci,
picked up a parasite last year in Italy, said Grammer,
who was in Washington for a recent inaugural event.

“My wife was very ill over the summer and we’re still
kind of recouping her health,” Grammer told AP Radio.

The 49-year-old actor said he’s considering running for
political office one day. “I come from a family that is tradi-
tionally in service. I've always felt an obligation to spend
some time in service to the country.”

‘Will Grammer be on the ballot soon? Not likely.

Grammer, who starred on the popular NBC comedy se-
ries “Frasier,” says he won’t run until “no one really
thinks I'm doing it because I'm out of an acting job. The
truth is, it would probably be easily another decade,
maybe 20 (years).”
Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Bankable Ben

Stiller’s charismatic qualities put him
among elite performers at the box office

BY ROBERT W. WELKOS
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD

t's a chilly weekday evening at the Lakewood Center

mall’s Pacific Theatres megaplex, situated in a slice

of Southern California suburbia, and people are trick-

ling up to the box office window to purchase tickets

for the season’s blockbuster comedy, Universal Pictures’
“Meet the Fockers.”

The movie, which as of Sunday had grossed more than
$240 million after five weeks in domestic release, features
an all-star cast — including Robert De Niro, Dustin Hoff-
man and Barbra Streisand — but one of the film’s major
draws is the 39-year-old, curly-haired Ben Stiller, who has
emerged as a box-office powerhouse.

For the last year, Stiller has been on a roll. Besides
“Meet the Fockers,” the sequel to 2000’s hit comedy “Meet
the Parents,” Stiller starred in three other successful films
in 2004 — “DodgeBall: A True Underdog Story,” which
raked in $114.3 million in domestic ticket sales; “Starsky &
Hutch,” which grossed $88.2 million domestically; and
“Along Came Polly,” which took in $88.1 million domesti-
cally. That steady box-office clout has elevated Stiller’s
paycheck to about $15 million per picture.

But defining Stiller’s appeal isn’t easy, even for his audi-
ence.

“It jusl seems like he makes movies out of ordinary
stuff,” said Jay Reyes, 23, of South Gate, standing near the
Lakewood theater’s ticket window.
“Like, who’s going to make a movie
out of dodge ball?” he chuckled.
“Ben Stiller.”

Anna Rice, 46, of Long Beach,
who was also heading into the
theater to see “Meet the Fock-
ers,” recalled an earlier Stiller
comedy she liked called “Zoolan-
der,” in which he played Derek
Zoolander, a vacuous male super-
model known for his patented
“look,” Blue Steel.

“I know it was corny, but I
thought he was very good in it,”
Rice said. “He is definitely market-
able. How can you pinpoint it? Some
people have it and some don’t.”

Oscar-winner  Hoffman, who
plays Stiller’s free-spirited fa-
ther in “Meet the Fockers,”
said what impressed
him about Stiller was
that he wasn’t look-
ing for the laugh so
much as the irony of
a situation.

“There’s a great
danger [in actors] try-
ing to get the laugh,”
Hoffman said.

“If you are in a
scene with him, you
could not wish to be
with a better foil,”
Hoffman said. “He
will set you up. It's
like basketball. He
doesn't take every
shot, like some bas-
ketball players we
know. He'll pass you
the ball because he’s inr
terested in the scene.”

Hoffman said it also
surprised him to discover
Stiller had an actor’s sensibili-
ty rather than a performer’s.

“Usually, people who come from
comedy tend to perform the part
rather than act it,” Hoffman said.
“There is a difference. But I [real-

ized after working with him that] he came from an acting
base. The reason is, he was never bdllbfled which is kind of
a core ingredient to being a good actor.

Owen Wilson — who has worked with Stiller on such
films as “The Cable Guy,” “The Royal Tenenbaums” and
“Meet the Parents,” and has a small role in “Meet the Fock-
ers” — said audiences were introduced to Stiller’s brand of
humor more than a decade ago when Stiller had a comedy
show on MTV and later signed with Fox, which aired “The
Ben Stiller Show” in the 1992-93 television season.

“I think people sort of began catching on to his humor
with his [Fox] show,” Wilson said. “It didn’t have a big audi-
ence, but it developed sort of a cult following. And I think
he sort of built on that to where people kind of caught up
with him.”

Stiller doesn’t rely on stand-up routines to make people
laugh, Wilson said.

“He couldn’t be further from a class clown or somebody
who is on all the time,” Wilson said. “That’s not Ben, and
that’s not his brand of humor.”

Jim Carrey, Will Ferrell and Adam Sandler may have
bigger marquee names, but Stiller’s box-office appeal is
growing. It now reaches beyond U.S. shores, where Ameri-
can comedy doesn’t easily translate with foreign audienc-
es. As evidence, The Wall Street Journal recently reported
that Stiller’s blockbuster “Meet the Parents,” took in 49.7
percent, or $164.2 million, of its total ticket sales abroad,
while last year's “Along Came Polly” garnered 48.5 per-
cent, or $83 million, in foreign markets.

That is not to say Stiller hasn’t had his share of flops.

“Envy,” a DreamWorks comedy co-starring Jack Black,
grossed $12.2 million last year, and his pairing with
Drew Barrymore in the Miramax comedy “Duplex”
sank like a stone after sitting on a shelf for at least a

year, grossing a mere $9.7 million. But when he’s in
the right vehicle, he reaches all demographics,
from teens to adults and both sexes as well, studio
executives agree, and his movies are not astronom-
ically expensive (“Fockers,” on which Universal
partnered with DreamWorks, cost an estimated
$80 million).

Stiller can be funny whether he’s doing broad

comedy or just delivering a pained expression,
said Stacey Snicer, head of Universal Pic-
tures.

There’s a scene in “Meet
the Fockers,” Snider
said, in which the fami-
lies are sitting around
having drinks outside
when Hoffman strays
into an inappropriate
conversation,  and
Stiller falls back-
ward out of his
chair. “You can’t
laugh
flips
over,” Snider said.
Conversely,

there’s another
scene where
Hoffman  be-
comes  upset
after learning
that his son
had gone
duck hunting
with  father-

in-law-to-be
De Niro, who is

looking on.
“Ben  doesn’t
say anything,” Snider
says. “He knows he
[ioses] either way.
He makes this great
perplexed face and
decides it’s best to
exit. People [in the
audience] howl
at nothing.”
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Horoscope

The full moon in creative Leo
cheers on the spirit of play. One
definition for the word “creative”
comes from the Encarta
World Dictionary: making
imaginative use of limited
resources available. Keep
in mind that it's the limits
that give us the impetus to
imagine and bring new
solutions into existence.
The full moon pours forth
possibilities.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(January 25). The thing or
person you're waiing for is
waiting for you, too. So stop
waiting, and get active in your pur-
suit now! The next six weeks bring
impressive progress in your person-
al life and put a sheen on your social
connections. Adding one terrific
person — possibly a Capricorn or
Aries — to your circle will open an
entire world of adventure.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You rank — it's obvious to everyone
around you. There’s a man in your
realm who desperately wants your
respect. You may have to walk
cautiously through his place to avoid
stepping on the names he'll drop.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The social arena begs for your input
You have something magical to add.
You'll need fodder o start the con-
versation, though, so delve into the
day's headiines for some icebreak-
ers. A new love is in the crowd.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Friends could mistake you for their
therapist. At a certain point, you
have to draw the line, or your energy
is sucked into the void of unsolvable
problems (only because some
problems are not yours to solve).

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
Loved ones require your understand-
ing more than ever. So what if you
feel under-rehearsed or out of your
league? Don't let fear stop you. You
can deliver the goods exactly as
needed.

LEO (luly 23-Aug. 22). Some-
one s putiing on a performance
meant to impress you or win your

4

Holiday

business. You'll probably be under-
whelmed by your experience, but
you can see the potential for growth
there, too.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You may feel alone on your path,
but you're not. You've got
key people on your side.
What you know, you
know well. You'll find love
while leamning about what
you don’t know.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The puz-
Zles you face today are
exactly the kind you
usually figure out quickly
— except these problems
have no foreseeable
solution, and you must
act on faith. Accept that frustration is
anormal part of business.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
he one you're interested in will
never know unless you make a
noticeable effort. Be funny. Risk
being embarrassed. Tonight, quality
family time makes you feel centered,
connected and whole.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You understand the impor-
tance of building and maintaining
your own life. You know better than
to ook to someone else to provide it
for you. As the song goes, “God
bless the child that's got his own.”

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Concern about doing the
wrong thing will undermine the
integrity of your creative life. Be bold,
even outrageous. You'll be happy
later that you played by your own
rules.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Allthings seem possible, even the
impossible ones. You don't mind at
all that love relationships ebb and
flow; respect is what you're after,
and you get it by giving it. Sagittarius
is favored for love.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Killer career choices involve more
than doing what you think will move
you up the ladder. Delivering some-
thing totally unique is the secret to
success. If others are already doing
it, you shouldn't.

Mathis

Creators Syndicate
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5 Tel — 2 Greek cross Faith Hill
9 Pirouette pivot 3 Right angle 24 Disconcert
12 Guy 4 Dissolved 26 Imperfection
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14 In need of repair 6 Talk show, with 28 Zero
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WMA ILKJKDLMLTU.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AT SOME SEASIDE
RESTAURANTS, THE BATHROOM DOORS MIGHT
SAY “BUOYS” AND “GULLS.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals O
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Ways to support a grieving mother JUNIEBLE

Dear Abby: “Caring Friend
in California” was at a loss
about whether to hold a baby
shower for her friend, whose
baby was not expected to make
it through the gestation period.
You advised her that rather than
hold a shower, her
friends should stay close
and provide willing ears
and shoulders to cry on.

A dear friend of my
daughter’s faced the
same circumstances. We
knew that if her baby
survived delivery, it
would be only a short
time until the child was
gone. What we did was
to create a “memory
box.” We included a
camera to take pictures of the
baby, and a smaller version of a
baby book to hold the footprints,
hand prints, a lock of hair and,
of course, the photos. We also
bought the infant a cross as she
‘was immediately baptized.

It gave the parents something

Dear Abby

to remember — a special memo-
1y of their baby. It wouldn’t hurt
for “Caring Friend” to contact
the hospital as well, as it may
have something already set up
for people facing these circum-
stances.

— Hope in Minnesota

Dear Hope: Those
are wonderful sugges-
tions. A woman named
Michelle wrote me
from Las Vegas to say
that the March of
Dimes has a bereave-
ment packet that could
be helpful. In addition
to information regard-
ing the loss, it contains
a memory book for the
lock of hair and/or
footprint. The packet
can be obtained from local
March of Dimes offices. Read on:

Dear Abby: My heart breaks
for the friend who will soon lose
the child she has grown to love.
1 have known many mothers

and fathers who have lost chil-
dren very young (even through
miscarriage), and each one has
treasured any reminder of the
child they lost. Many hospitals
have programs run by volun-
teers that provide a blanket and
atiny hat to be made available
to the grieving parents. “Caring
Friend” should give her friend
the option of choosing gentle
reminders of her love and
strength in this time of need, or
a small, quiet ceremony of her
love to make things easier for
her. My guess is she’ll choose
both. Tknow I would.
— Mother of Four in Virginia

Dear Mother of Four: Thank
you for the input. I received a
stack of letters from readers
echoing your sentiments and
offering suggestions.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscrambie these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

TOORB

T checked the camshan.
replaced the pisions,
adjusted the njctors
‘and biah blah blah...

’

2008 Trburo Media
Rights Reserved,
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ervices. .

1
POUDIM

WHAT THE FAST~

TALKING MECHAN Ic
SEEM BE~-~

HO®
e

Now arrange the circled letters to

MOOGLY
form the surprise answer, as

HOOON
Wi by the above cartoon
200000500000

(Answers tomorrow)
LUNACY  FIESTA

Jumbles: POKED
Answer.

Yesterday's INEPT

An inditferent student can do this in
astronomy class — TAKE UP “SPACE"

Don’t be in a rush to be kissed ...y cic:s

Dear Annie: 1just
came back from my
eighth-grade chool trip.
All of my friends were
kissed, or they made out
with guys they met.

T have a really good
friend, “Nate,” and we
have a lot of fun just
talking, and I don’t want
to push him into any-
lhmg But I feel really

fnenda have done that
stuff.
— Confused in Florida

Dear Confused: You sound
smarter than most of your friends,
because you already know t}
pushing Nate into a physical
relationship is a bad idea. Please
don’t allow these other girls to
convince you that you're missing
out if you don’t have a boyfriend
right now. You're not. You are
discovering how to have the kind
of friendship that provides the
basis for a healthy, future relation-
ship — one that will last much
longer than any of those
kiss-and-tell sessions. Take your
time and get it right.

Annie’s Mailbox Dear Annie: six

months ago, my in-laws
moved into a local
senior apartment com-
plex. At the time, my
father-in-law gave all
his tools to my husband,
and we placed them in
our garage. The condi-
tion was that Dad would
be able to come to our
garage and use his tools.

ell, Annie, my
father-in-law is in my
garage EVERY day.
Worse, my husband left a key to
our house in the garage and Dad
often pops in while I am still
asleep. Dad also thinks he is a
personal escort for anyone who
visits. Even the utility workers
cannot enter without my fa-
ther-in-law, and he insists they
enter from the basement, which
means I have to go down there
and lock it after they leave, since
Dad never remembers.

1 am usually the only person at
home when Dad drops by. I feel
like I have a baby-sitter. My hus-
band is somewhat understanding,
and we are working with some
non-profit groups to see if we can

get them interested in my fa-

ther-in-law’s mechanical talents,
but if that doesn’t work out, my
husband refuses to do anything
that would limit his father’s ac-
cess to our home.

1 love my father-in-law dearly
and don’t want to hurt his feelings
or take him away from his tools.
Do you have any other sugges-
tions?

— Ready To Burst
Daughter-in-Law

Dear Ready To Burst: Your
husband should tell his father
that he is welcome to use the
garage, but not the house. If he
isn’t willing to do this, approach
your father-in-law and say, “Dad,
T'm glad you feel comfortable
here, but T'd rather you give me
some notice before entering the
house. Sometimes I'm not
dressed. I'm going to keep the
deadbolt locked until I am ready
for company.”

nnie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
ditors of the Ann Landers column.
e-mail your questions to
Aoy Beorast e, or
fo: Annie's Mailbox, &/0 Creators § synm

cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
£65 Angeles, CA 50045,

reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

o AND THIS 16 WHERE THE Derenst Rears.”

©2005 B Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Fetures Synd.

www familycircus.com
“| don’t know where the time goes
either, Grandma, but I'll keep an eye
out for it.”

©Gary Larson
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Call toll free 0800-5878359
[ ]
W/ TuI

[
[TVl Vd MORE !

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
$a09:00- 13.00

We ing 7 |

‘special Winter fares fares| ]
o samrop [

Please call ACS: [\[{F/5{EIRD]

Sund KUWAIT Cell:
y Via DSN Optr:
and every SPAIN:
PORTUGAL:
Sunday to || TyRKEY:
get your
scene!

gn Up and get a

*Free

800 Number from the US!

Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
Credit Card/ US Bank Debi!
Hternized Monthiy Biing!
24(7 Live Custamer Suppori

0-800-1826-224
800-872-252

STANDARD ISSUE
MEETS A NEW STANDARD

estripes.osd.mil

STARS!54STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper
0

|
BANDWIDTH TRAVEL
A new company meeting

all your airline travel needs. *
Opening hours Mo-SA from 8am - 6pm

For Reservations Call: 06781 50 82 759

«iri_Military Travel International

Transportation 944
T

INTERGLOBAL Shiﬂ)ing GmbH
Specialized Shlw‘hmg tolfrom the Canadal
fousehold Goods, Personal Belongings

um:,

www.interglobalshipping.de
To (0421) 0G50 o (0421340 £565

Over a million airfares worldwide
Aschafenburgersir 64 # 63457 Hanou
=l fox: 06181-906690 -mm\ mn@mmmv! de
Gall 061

Mon-Fi:9am.— bpm-SuV”um 2pm
www.miitravel.de

L wwwnlovede |
DISCOUNT FLIGHT

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan

@ £1 (’c an www.flyusave.com
Travel Center
|

ph: 0180-5007427
STANDARD ISSUE
MEETS A NEW STANDARD

estripes.osd.mil

STARS#STRIPES.

‘our Hometown Newspaper

‘SpEQMLLING W
ITARY MOVES Ship C:
Woro-Wioe

o FREE OnLine R N’qmu
00 and Operated]
shi]

Tax Assistance

|
Can Your Tax Guy
Get Money This Fast?

Instant Money.

WithInstant Money, you canwalkin = [
with your taxes and walk out with a
refund anticipation loan check.ls
your tax guy that fast? Come in and
getInstant Money today.

Call:1-800-HRBLOCK or visit hrblock.com for an Office near you.

Spain 900-961-539
US Direct | 1-402-392-7513
E-mail info@militel.nat
I
Financial Services 904

Worldwide Loan Sex s for active
litary. Call toll free:

Germany 0B0Dyesoan Italy/ Belgium 00800yesloans

USA 1677omaiusa  or ga to wvw.yesomni.com
a “We lave to
i A;v\.»xv\ say yesi”®

: J

LOANS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
00 - $15,000

USLOANS (§75-6267)
s Mo 0900-1800- Saturday's by appointment

amsarvs_Leadng American Miery Lenders
T

 Fanancial Rdviseen
Property in Germany
= Use your

housing allowanse

* High quality

townhouses on reasonable
lats in the Heidelbergarea.

financial fresdom taday |

RudDielSs Lndstubr 63
35394 Gisen G667 Ramen

o
438 Damsadt

A S e T Ao Tt s

Phone: 0621127 12 58
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

it’s a SNAP!

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.

4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate
payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

ooe
PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
! : . . i e-mail & fax sef ne Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number). Exmais clasad @mailestripes.asa.mil
c Germany 06155-60

Tall Free In Euroy

Netherlands: 0800-0223804

U.K: 0800-0858828

UsA:
Customer Service: 06155.601437 or DS 349-8437
MG ST (AT LG Dy,

FOR
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS A

it wil begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.
§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

155-601—447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
800-7802

Bel Germany: 0800-1011-271
Italy m»mzss g TS LSS

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY

TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLA

WEONESDAY| DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PH WEDNESDAY 14 lines/4 days @ 520 D6l|nes/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55

THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:

Your Name: Phone #:

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES ddre

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 (§5.00 per additional line). § Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:

2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). § Category #: Run Date(s):

3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § A T
1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property L N L
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to L
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply for
s Offre and Job Fis.For Commercl o Enploynent Rue nfomtin contct Srs & s Clasife O Y Y
= Payment s roquied in advance in onder to publish ads. Acceptable forms o payerert ncluder Send Payment o
MaterCard, Check or Maney Orer Plese do ho s ash. T a ad s ot recewel b the dsignted deadine, Address Intemationgl Address

e tem nan
HA o
Unit 29480, APO AE

Deadline to place, cancel, o make any change (o an ad is four business days pror to st date of publicaon. 1Us the responsibility of the advertiser o contact European Stars & Stipes Clasifed on the it date of publicaton to cortect erors. If the ad has a typographical eor, that does not
affect the integral value of the ad, ie.c., misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case); CAPS, bold, italicized incorrectly: it will be corrcted, but no makegood wil be given. Incorrect phone numbers, wrong prie, wiong dates, make or model lsted incorectly wil result in 2 makegood for one

additional day. Stas & Strips reservs the right o edit and return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publishing. AU classified advertisements are non-refundable.

pes
Department
9211

AT Ehs ertising
Pottfach 1350, 64343 Lrlegheim

Announcements 040

Autos for Sale
- Germany

Save Time
Save Money
Meet New Friends
Discounts
Sales » Coupons

+
Pre-screened
merchants
shipping to
APO/FPO’s

Tocal Roviows | Free Classiied

BMW 7301 ‘89 Gray metalic.

atfo, 150K mie” 3 Whsol
oo i, Wesbagen surs

550 cal 0176-6711675.

Motorcycles 164

D 04 Sportser 1200 custom,
mpact blie HD sadde bags &
windscrsen
S SoT0s o oma jory.
labrake@us. army.mil

BUW 7350 orient blue,
Ioaded 7t exoong: oA ki

ims Mo fres, $19500 000,
o0 BB 2880

Mercedes C180 ‘97 Elegance,
Siier >5pd. ool aufdSpee

37,000, rcall
42101 Manrineim aréa

Opel Astra 03, stwen, Sspd.
£ itpwr. excond, o7k, k.
iy, %5 “Sa% of tres.
$T2500 000, cal 01736767743

Porache 928,50 916 10, aty | o
5% Eev!ecl Tt euro spec
517,080 cail 06105-67685

Photo Contest | Member Forums |
1000+ Links | Zp Code Database

140

Used cars from $700 10 53000,
inspecien. ~guaranies,  call
OF 5506

THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING

Automotive

g miliaryusedears.com
FOR NEW AN

OR GALL o171 Tass250

BT Spuiser Woogy o
FRaci et cone Hhsoh mis
Below bile book Value 17500,

Calf 01747738800

Sam 95 01 US spocs, Ty
5300”5 o leger. prem
P wamant ol zsi“"mﬂ?fs'
S0 a5s daBhres:

Saab 95 99, US spec, loaded

Sgon Utility Vehicle 172 Lot
Must

jeep Wrangler 5. lou miles

caﬁuman U5, chaordhsl | o

Trucks 174

Dodoe Dakota 04 Gub Gab
X, Sport plus, 19K miles
e 4 ol 5% asking
§75,000 call 06367 58185
skota 55 dcxm
oo mE i 5‘sem5 6k o
Eall 016038564555
Mazda Truck 03, US spec.
mersiy, V6 %0, & Sk mi 35
vartanty, $1700 orbede for
i “Spa, cal 0176 20824037
e

Sommazdatiodines
Nissan Frontier 01, 4X3

e, Sspd ?w gdpvgcancgu
o022k oosse

. Sront s, Suvosh
BB Tl "Bk, US55 | Auto Parts 180
SBorcal Geats 265480

Volvo 740GL 90 Gold, 5 spd, | 15" Kumho Snow-Ties xb, with

et s spec et i
‘eal G172-1542101

ancheim o3

ims size 2157515 §300 call
0160-98365233 or
09312878793 leave message

W PASSAT 01 Gis U
554, navy Doslgry ol

4 Brand New Tripple Chrome | 3

Goba Fims o Musiang, 1984~
2008 Mach 1 Style, 1749, 5 log,

Child Care Wanted 300

Ful Tm Exp. Nanny
lron Waazoun Lv,am s
b reliable  wirels MF
G501 5557500 g “Som -
épmemy

we ou Nanny needed in
ncoaiLonory ea” iar

o star February

Cumpulers 360

- NO l-'vO NEY: DO\'.N‘

= LOW PATI ENTS'
TR

700 2632 2255
Whww.goarmype.com

Entertainment 450

Scottsh Evening / Live Bag:

pipe Music: Tich 0 (s
e el 5o Inchude. o

s, arinks.are not included)

. Burgersaal

iberg. Doors oper

or ets  emall:
‘schiermeiers @t-onlin.de

Service Directory

PARTIAL INDEX OF CATEGORIES

6
860 Apartment Furn
871 Religious Activites

180 Auto Parts
600 Internet Services
660 Long Distance Service

182 Auto Repalrs
360 Computers

040 Announcements

480 Flying Lessons 878 House Unfurnishe 690 Medical
142 Autos for Sae- Germany 540 Health Care: 836 Attorey:
158 Buses/Vans/RV: 630 Jobs Offered 932 Satelie Television 904 Financial Services

952 Services Offered
1002 Travel Agencies

162 Four Wheel Drives
164 Motorcycles

820 pet

ets 944 Transportation
850 Real Estate

1000 Travel

| Furiture 510 |Pets 820 | Religious Activities 871 | Sporting Goods 980
2 black \eamev Love seats $350 | + Purchase of listed pets is at Church of Christ
Sach, "k e | iy 1k Gorman o Cub | vary oot 10 Wesaden,
S G200 “eatn b rocommends | _checking | * g, and Anein Main Area | TOTALGYM _exercise _eauip
G6531:750047 Heldaberg aven | bieeders b membersp be. | Sunas: ol Sy 1000 A “eoné 236l 090 new e %
ors any purchasa Worship: : Bble | 1 age 0641408187
" Study 700 P 06732607358
Home Electronics 570 |Erench | Bupdos.  Shizu and 01628503016
Home ecliones S0 | sehauzer. Beaern pus | IEOIGELNS
AFN Satellite reciever with re- | shots&wormed, 0175-6435474 mainz-coc.org
male for sale § 300, cal el at Travel 1000
Tel. 01605-5700201 Rotweler Puppies, pure breed, | House Unfurnished 878
Pottweler Puppies, puro broed, | HOUSe Unfurnished 878
PCS Sale 780 | 350 Euro. Phone 06134286956 | f:cestanding House_doct on Garmiseh SKi
Waossorsalo. in % i
N o oatoum 3| ot Foremacs beray  km
aiw ciﬁ?ﬁ‘i\&n::”éi'k?m Real Estate 850 | e chemya kihn, | Nt of Garmisch Hot tublsauna
h, Kichen, Comput, N i, o ai, bl i, ol | 391 P DBL acep e st
UM 2| 2001 Dupplex for Sale, 4 bed | cnirkoil Hir, wdsive. Nature W -
Jeas o cal 3173 3013785 35 bath, garago. neatii,gardon | lovors. paradisal Holp win fr | W forsthaus-oberau.de
2 many e, suro 415,000 cal | nancing. - 166,000Eura - obo
Person to Person 800 {06134) 291-838 Mainz Kastel | 06375-893310 or 06375-993310

Late 205 German/American cou-

What's your scene?

06224-174074 ater 18:00

Buy Stripes this Sunday and

Autos for Sale od, méon rool, groal carhave | S50 neg. call 0160-93210728
TSI ave” o,

Germanx 142 | 06o-6¢ s -
Tel 012355 | Chilg Care Offered 290 | Computers 30

21090 st | e | <=

Sopan el o 5% | BusesiVansRVs 168 50y 0d femal looking fr e

oS dtbadan | e |In arnyouse keepng oS

By, 35‘015:‘70“5?’5: | S g 78,1007t 16651506100

g, reoln, gl | Lo o e o Child Care Wanted 300

Teg: 06871756253 | message

30 04 SIvUS spec.
R osdeq, k. sei

Honda Odyssey, 01 EX, whie-
Rk ‘"u‘ T Y ox cond.
B

Sosking 1l tme babysitr, for
eSS i

two chidren in Mainz please call

every Sunday to get your scene!

STARSWSTRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper

Tholingcden « Bango
9546050

743226717 or 0621 "Tel. 0174-4300624

Automotive

FMC Faber hbmsbd

Military Sales for life

Email:
davegray@fmc-schweinfurt.de

Tel.: (0931) 784 3247 Wuerzburg

(09721) 946069 Schweinfurt
(0951) 9622817 Bamberg

www.amccarsales.com
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tuesday

ports, 6 a.m.—College basketball:
colotaaaat San Dlogs St

AFN-Sports, allas at LA. Clip-
P,
& pim-—College  baskethall
Nav‘y ot Army
6 p.m.—College football: 2005

Hu\a an\ (dld).
ports, 8 p.m.—Tennis: Australian
Dpe MEH 's and women's quarterfinals.
Wednesday
'ﬁl am.—College basketball:
Tai

dantic,
Geergla ama
~College basketball: -

ol nE B
AFN-Sports, 3 am.—College basketball:
Kemucky at Tennessee.

~Motor  racing:

pagisd Dakar Raiy i

s, 9 am.College basketball:
oo Eerica ol
AFN-Spor pme=Tennis: Australian
gpen: fen's and” women's quarterfinals

ARi-sports, 6 pm.—NBA: Seatte at LA
Lafers dic)
AFN-Sports, ~Motoreycle racing:
THG Wiorld Stperchoss oF thnaheim (i,
All Times are Central European dd
cates delayed broadcast. All isti
e. Visit www.myafnnet for

ing

Tore information:

Pro football

NFI. playoffs

Stouis 21 seaties
Jets 20, San Diego 17, OF

anapolis 5: Denver 5
Minnesota 3

vmnaln ofts

wrday, Jan. 15

ttsburgh 20, Nv Jes 7,01
Atlanta 7, St. Louis 17

und: 16
Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 14
New England 26, 0, Indianapolis 3

ce Championships

Philadelphia 27 7 At

R Engtan 41, pisturgn 27

Super Bowl
eb. 6

Jacksonville, Fla.
New England vs. Philadelphia

ollege basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Sunday
1, linois (19-0) did ot play. Next: at No. 24
Wisconsin,
7 Cansas (14-1) 4id not play. Next: at Bay-
)

lor, Tu
. Wak Forest 16-2) did potplay. Next: at
No. 12 Georgia Tech, Tt K
4, Duke (15-0) did not play. Next: vs. Mary-
\anﬂ Wednesday.
‘Oklahoma State (14- Z) d\d not play.
Nex( ;\! No. 18 Oklahoma, M
rth Carofina (16.2) 416 not play. Next:

at o, Saurgay
7. Syracuse (19- T %id ot pay. Next:at Rt
gers,

8. Ken(ucky 142 did not play. Next: at
Tennessee, Y.
9. Boston CoHege (16:0)did not play. Next:
at providence, Wednesday.
St Washington st.

e Nt ot D 13 Afvona T
11 domgaga (-4 O nex pay. N
Portiand, Satur
12 Georgva Tech (11:5) did not play. Next:

No. 3 Wake Forest, Thui

v
13 Atizona 63 did B Blay. Ne

s

ington, Thursday.
LSS 3 615 X play. Next: vs.
No,35 Marquette, Wednesday.
15, Texes (14-4) did not biay. Next: vs.
Texas Tech T

s Connecllcm mg} did not play. Next:
Virginia,
A M\ss:ss\gm State (16-4) did not play
Next: at LSU,
S Gkishoma 15 id not play. Next: vs.
5 Oklahor 3 A
15, Michigan State (12:3) did ot play.

, Thursday.
20, Cincinnati (15 3) did not play. Next: at
South Florida, Thurs

1. Pittsburgh (13 not play. Next: vs.
No 7 Syracuse, Safu
22, Mlabama (15- S5 not play. Next: at

Auburn, Wed; ag
Zi‘lowa(u 4) dldnot play. Next:at North-
wester

not play. Next: vs.

%o, Marduete T aia not play.Next: at
No. 14 Louisville, Wednesday.

Sunday’s men’s scores

EAST
American U. at Holy Cross, ppd.
Army 63, Navy
Brooklyn 72, Nichols 66
Bucknell 65, Lehigh 63
Colgate o Lafayette 2

3t Bonaventure 10
e Gatown k. Notre bam
Gettyshurg 0, %6, Mcbaniei b
Goucher 69, Marymount, Va. 62
Hartford 64, New Hampshire 62

st.
Washington: Mo.53, Ca rnegve Mellon 83
Veshiva 83, johnson & Waies,

Belmont 67, UCF 52

Brandels 71, Emory 66

Georgia St, 72, Mert

upscembss Horida Adlntic 66
Millsaps 70, LaGrange 65

X 5. Maryland 69

Adrian 76, Kalamazo0 67

Trinity, Texas 77, Sewanee 62
Washington 66, Washington St. 48
AP Women’s Top 25 fared

sunday
1. Duke (18-1) did ot play. Next: at No. 9
North Carolina, Monday.

5. LSU (18-1) beat No. 17 Vanderbilt 79-68.
Next:vs. Auburn, Sunday.

3. Ohm State (19:2) beat Nothwestem

ot play. Next: vs

esday.
S Stanlu H (17 2) ma not play. Next: at
Washington, Thu
5. Rutﬁersuu) 05 to No. 11 Notre Dame
63-47. Next: at No. 14 Boston Coilege,
Wedresday.
T, Temnessee (14.2) beat Kentucky 6740
Neitsat South Carolina, Thur
8 Michigan State (16:3) Jost to Penn State
73-56. Next: vs. No. 24 Purdue, Wednesday.
5o North Carolina (14.3) id not pay. Next:
5, No. 1 Duke, Monday.
“i0:Texas Tecn(u 3) did not play. Next: vs.
Missouri, Wedne:
T ot bams (5 3) beat No. ¢ Rutgers
63-47. Next: vs, St. John'
12! Minnesota (16.3) beat linois 50-68.
Next: at Penn State, Sunday,
5 Connecticut (12:6) did not play. Next:
at itisburgh, Wednesday.
Boston College m 2 did not play.

N ag (10 Gid hot Play-Next: at Oka-
oma, Wednesday.

18 Waryland (15-4) Jost to North carolina
state 67-55. Next: at No. 1 Duke, Thursday.

at
17, Vanderbilt (u o lost to NG. 2LSU 78-68.
Next: at Kentucky, Thurst

at Sauihem Mississip-

20 Kapsas state ulz) did not play. Next:
vs;Noj 19 Towa State, Tuesday.
Geor fa (15-5) beat Mississippi State
257, Nextsus. Frorda, Thurscay.
14-0) 05t 10 No. 24 urcue 79-75.

Thursday.
3 N (125 aid not play. Next:
vs i asme,M nday
e (11-7) beat No. 22 lowa 79-75,
SO Michigan stats, e cnesday.
i

ICLA (12-6) did not play. Ne
hursday.

Sunday’s women’s scores

my 64, Nav)
Bomthn Colisoe at Providence, ppd.
Charlotte 70, East Car
Chicago 82, Rocheste 7
Colgate 76, Lafay:
Dayton 63, Forc ham 5u

Beeare at Rhoe é‘
George Washington o S( onaventure 42
tioly Cross &7, Ame ican
Lemon B Bu knell 44
esten so

1d D on 66
Oswe 90 5t 53, Ccmand by
t.73, Michigan S

Sa\nuoswh’s at assacnusc«s ppd.
St. Peter's at lona,
Vilhnoua 56, west Unginia

ashington, Mo. 63 Cameg\e Mellon 43
Xavier 64, L3 Salle

Auburn 59, Alabama 43

James Madison 72, N.C. Wilmington 50

LSU 79, Vanderbilt 68

LaGrange 63, Millsaps 50

Loutsuille 50 Houston 49
Isissippl 2 Florida 10

tate 67, Maryland 55

seum Florida 15, Memphis 58
mple 82, Richmond 62

Tomtessts o Kentyeks 49

Tulane 74, Marquette 54

UAB 85, Saint Louis 68

Virginia 83, Dartmouth 70

Wake Forest 86, Clemson 71
WEST

Ibion 87
Chonn 72 e s
an S Bradiey 74
oras 72, Cornell, lowa 47
ichigan 63, Indiana 61

Minnesota 80 inols
! Tows o4 Hinols &t 56
Barme 63, Rutgers 47

onerhemss Mugkingum 55

Purdue 79,

fhodes 59 Rose Hulmanss
ar Cliff 3

. Dal
S Mskaur & 66, relgnton 51

Teues, Cincinriati 51
hita St. 66, Drake

Arkansas 61, South Caroln

a 4
arnate Word 74, Texas A&M Intern. 55

Inc:
Trinity, Texas 77, Sewanee 1

Buick Invita ional

Tomey pines" Snmh T vards
ines -

Purse: st.a ition

i Rod
Tiger Woods,

Minn. Voorfead 78 Winona st. 61

otre
Qhio st.71, Northiwestern 59

58
William Jewell 63, Missouri Valley 50

000
ch. Howell ||| a0

Luke Donald, $358,400

Fots Cehan, 555 400

rmie Els, $150,2: -
Sutheriand, $150,240
ason Sohn, SLIOAGD -

Q v
onert Damrdn, ssa 000

udiey
eker Lonard $54000

Haas, 60,
Daniel Chopra, $55.920

£ Jacobson, $65,870
d, $5

Vijay Singh, $38880
. Armour i, $38,88(
4 Taniguc, g0

or
ames Driscoll $38 880
hnson, $38,88(

5! Trahan, snm

Mario Tizan, .$ 2654 55
Bob Tway, $12,

By Maa, 41363455 71-
£. Langham, 31 65455 71-
as, $12,654.55 -

y
arton stiles, $12634.55
ar

on, $12,654.5
atchey 315664 54

Briggs, $12,654.54

ed Purdy, $12,654 54
evin Na, $12,654.54

enn
AlexCelka, Siogse

Pernice, Jr., $10,656

Bre
$kip Kendall 59,936

ichael Allen, $0,744

Yt b -

o
]
5!
S
2

Ryuj Imaca, s& 75

BEeon P 55 764

Will MacKenzie, $8,640

Joey Sndelar, $8.544 71

World Golf ranking

‘Through Jan. 23

. Vijay Singh
 Tiger Woods
e £ls
. Retief Goosen
. Phil Mickeison
. Sergio Garcia
: Padralg Harrington

ik
: Basts Love i

. Stewart Cink

- Stuart Appleby

! Adam

Niguel Angel Jimenez
. Darren Clarke

. Chad Campbell
 Luke Don:
David Tom .
Kenny perry .
Todd Hamilton .
Stephen Ames ¥
’ Jim Furyk .
. Scott Verplank X
. Shigeki Maruyama

00d

Thomas Bjorn
. Jonathan Kaye
! Jay Haas
. Paul Casey

! Zach Johnson

. Tim Clar
. Rodney Pampling
2005 Presidents Cup pomts

‘Through Jan. 23
 United States
. Tiger Woo
: D EReicon

2006 Ryder Cup points

united States

Through Jan. 23
Tiger Woods 252500
 Stewart Cink 200000
‘om Lehman 161.250
Ryan Paimer 120000
red Funk 110,000
Woody Austin 90.000
wid Toms 89,166
Vaughn Taylor 88333
tahan 87500
0. Charles Howell il 85,500
i ryant 78750
2. Brent Geiberger 75000
3. Zach Johnson 72500
4. Jerry Kelly 63750
Tommy Armour Il 60,000

MasterCard Champions Tour

Sunday
At Hualalai Golf Club
Kaupulehy-Kona Hawaii
Purse: $1.6 million
ardage G6-36)

< Won on thrd ) Dglaynﬂ hole
x:Dana Quigley, S272,0 §7-65.66-198 -18
Tom Wal 163000 64-64-70—198 -18
Hale Inain, $110,000 69-65-65-199 17

A GW POLL SAYe THAT
CENT OF SPORTS FANS.
Dom‘ Miss ﬂ—\E N AT AL

YeAR, suf THATS A NATION-

1 GUESS | SHOULD PAY MORE:
ATTENTION IN OWNERS' MEETINGS.
15 50 PERCENT, LIKE, BAD?

Gil Morgan, $110.000
Nark MeNuty,$17.500
ayne Levi, $77.500
Rodger Davis, $60,500
Craig Stadier 50500

Brice Bethg 6006

Allen Doyle, $16,166.67

V. Fernandez, $16,166.66
or

fay sigel 512, 2
peteGaidey. $12000 75697216
Gary Player, $11500

R Phimer, $11000 408161343 3

Men’s World Cup
Monday
At Kitzbuehel, Austria
1. Hermanr\ Maier, :uslna, 1 minute, 22.39
seq

ond
Daron Rahives, United States, 1:22.
Fritz Strobl, Austria, 1:22.93.

(After 24 races)
- Bode Miler Umled States 1,093 points.
in Raich, A

2l Norway, 128.

. Fritz Strobl, Austria,
0! Marco Bucchel, Licchtenstein, 109.

2005 U.S. World Cup
g schedule
a-weﬁnesna;, Feb. 9 — vs. Trinidad and To-
bago at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad
a-Sunday, March 27 — vs. Mexico at Mexi-
T
/ednesday, March 30 — vs. Guatemala
at vamgham,
ey e 4, or sunday, June s —vs.
Cost:
a-Wednesday, June 8 — at Pan:
Ta -Wednesday, Aug. 17 — vs. l'rmldad and

a:Sat., Sept. 3 or Sun, Sept. 4 — vs. Mexico
S Wednogiay SeptT = ot Cuaterals
a-Sat. Oct.8,6r S, Oct. 9 — at Costa Rica

a-Wednesday, Oct. 12 ~ vs. Panama

Military basketbal

Northern Region men

oy OS5 N Beamon .

Weekend transactions

0USTON ASYROZ-AGroch So terms with
LA R FrancD o 2 o year contact
National Basketball Associatic
NEW YORK KNIC}
nation of Lenr

n fivaied Fsean
Marks from the injured list.

TAH JAZZ—Placed G Kirk Snyder
injured ctivated F Andrei K\rl\enkn
from the injured list.

National Foatball Lea

SAN FRANGISCO 45ERS-Named erry sulll
van wide receivers coach and A.J. Christoff
secondary coacl

MONTANA- AMIOUNSEG . Kamarr Davis
s eganed acaeme Sigibiey:

—Announced the re-
tirement of Lou Henson, men's basketball
coach.
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Suns snap out of slump
ehind Nash, Stoudemire

The Associated Press

Steve Nash and the Phoenix
Suns are back to full speed.

Playing for the second time
after missing 3/> games because
of thigh and back injuries, Nash
had a season-high 30 points to
help the Suns snap a six-game los-
ing streak wi victory
over the New Jersey Nets on Sun-
day night.

The All-Star guard was 5-for-6
from three-point range and had
nine assists.

“It didn’t feel like a season
high,” Nash said. “I just kind of
picked my spots and had a really
good rhythm from three. It was
nice to make

some shots be-
NBA cause we
idn't  really

di
have our legs
under us or
play our best.”
Amare Stoudemire led the
Suns with 33 points on 13-for-16
shooting. He made his first eight
shots and was 13-for-14 before
missing two in a row in the fourth

roundup

“It seemed kind of unnatural
for us to be on a six-game losing
streak this year,” Stoudemire
said. “But ew it was a matter
of time for us to get back to where
‘we were. We've just got to stay fo-
cused, and keep up the good
work”

Vince Carter scored 32 points,
and Jason Kidd had 23 points,
eight rebounds and eight assists
for the Nets, who did not arrive in
Phoenix until 10 a.m. because of
the blizzard in the Northeast.

They had their season-best,
three-game  winning _ streak
snapped in the first of five in a
row on the road.

Nash’s first game back, he
had 16 points and 13 assists in
Phoenix’s 128-123 overtime loss
to San Antonio on Friday night.

“You can see the difference in
our team with Jason back, and
the people in Phoenix have seen
what the Suns are with or without
Steve Nash,” Nets coach
Lawrence Frank said. “Those
guys, they’re priceless. They just
make everybody better.”

Quentin~  Richardson  was
5-for-10 from three-point range
and scored 20 points for Phoenix,
which will open a six-game trip
Tuesday night in New York. Joe
Johnson added 15 points, and
Shawn Marion had 10 points and
13 rebounds.

The Suns (32-10) were
15-for-30 on three-pointers. They
made five three-pointers, two
apiece by Nash and Richardson,
in a 19-2 outburst that erased a
five-point deficit and made it
76-64 with 6:02 to go in the third

y have shooters every-
where,” Kidd said. “In the third
quarter, they caughl fire and
that’s when they aepd[‘a[ed them-
selves, but we didn’t quit.”

Jim Jackson scored two points
on 1-for-3 shooting and drew five
fouls in 17 minutes in his first
game for Phoenix — and first any-
where since Houston traded him
to New Orleans on Dec. 26. He re-
fused to report to the Hornets,

Suns forward Amare Stoudemire shoots over Nets forward Nenad
Krstic for two of his 33 points as Phoenix ended a six-game skid.

and was traded to Phoenix on Fri-
day for reserves Casey Jacobsen,
Maciej Lampe and Jackson Vro-

Suns also got a 2005 sec-
ond-round draft pick.

Spurs 103, Kings 73: Tim
Duncan had 23 points and 13 re-
bounds, and San Antonio emphati-
cally snapped Sacramento’s
six-game winning streak, hand-
ing the Kings their worst home
loss in more than seven years.

Tony Massenburg had a
son-high 16 points against his
former teammates to help the
NBA-leading Spurs improve to

sea-

34-9.

Mike Bibby scored 13 points
for the Kings, who lost for the
first time since acquiring Cuttino
Mobley two weeks ago from Or-
lando. Chris Webber played just
13 minutes because of an ankle in-
jury.

Bucks 101, Knicks 96: At
New York, Desmond Mason
scored 22 points to lead Milwau-
kee in Herb Williams’ first game
since he took over the Knicks Sat-
urday after Lenny Wilkens’ resig-
nation.

The Bucks, who have won
three of four, led 75-70 after the
third quarter, and increased the
advantage to 85-76 with about six
minutes left. The Knicks, behind
Jamal Crawford and Stephon
Marbury, got within 91-89 with
just more than two minutes re-
‘maining.

However, New York couldn’t
make any defensive stops when it
had to. A basket by Maurice Will-
iams and an open three-pointer
from the right corner against a
zone defense by Michael Redd
put Milwaukee up 96-89.

Stephon Marbury had 33 points
for New York in its 10th loss in 11
games.

Mavericks 95, Nuggets 93: At
Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki scored nine
of his 35 points in the final 5 min-
utes — including a three-point
play with 17.9 seconds left.

Michael added 17 points for the
Mavericks. Kenyon Martin led
Denver with 19 points and 11 re-
bounds.

Heat 97, Hornets 68: Dwyane
‘Wade had 18 points and seven as-
sists, and Miami built a 25-point,
first-quarter lead on the way to an
easy victory at home.

Miami’s 56-25 halftime lead
matched the franchise’s largest
after two quarters — and marked
the lowest scoring first half in
Hornets history; Charlotte had 27
at halftime in Minnesota on Nov.
9,1990.

SuperSonics 122, Jazz 105:
Rashard Lewis scored 36 points,
barely missing a season high, and
Antonio Daniels had 24 points
and eight assists for the host Su-
perSonics.

Seattle shot 59 percent
(38-0f-64) from the floor to snap a
two-game losing skid. Carlos
Boozer led Utah with 20 points
and 12 rebounds.

Raptors 103, Bobcats 92: At
Toronto, Jalen Rose scored 14 of
his 22 points in the fourth quarter
to help Toronto hand Charlotte its
eighth straight loss.

Morris Peterson added 26
points for the Raptors. Primoz
Brezec had 19 points and tied a ca-
reer high with 12 rebounds for
the Bobcats.
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Woods ends

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Tiger Woods won't get any
style points for winning the Buick Invitaton-

Usually an intimidating presence on the
back nine, he was the guy having to scramble
to make pars just to keep pace with Tom Leh-
man. Woods had two chances to remove all
the suspense at Torrey Pines, and he respond-
ed by missing a 6-foot birdie putt at No. 17,
and whiffing on a 2-iron approach to the 18th.

All that mattered in the fading sunlight Sun-
day was putting his hands
on the trophy.

“A great win,” Woods
said after a 4-under 68 on
the South course at Torrey
Pines, giving him a
three-shot victory over Le-
hman, Luke Donald and hard-luck Charles
Howell III. “It was a battle out there.”

The only thing that looked vaguely familiar
was Woods smiling wide on the 18th green,
hugging his caddie and posing with an over-
sized check — $864,000 that put him atop the
PGA Tour money list.

Everything else was as bizarre as the fog
that seeped quickly across Torrey Pines and
reduced visibility so much that the Buick Invi-
tational nearly had its first Monday finish in
the 53-year history.

How strange was it? Woods figured he
would need a 32 on the back nine to win. He
shot 35 and won by three.

He hit a shot so badly that it actually turned
out to be good.

‘With a one-shot lead on the par-5 18th and
Lehman already having laid up, Woods tried
to hit a 2-iron from 240 yards over the pond to
the right side of the green.

“I absolutely whiffed it,” Woods said.

Lucky him.

He fanned it so much to the right that it
found a narrow strip of fairway just right of
the pond. Lehman needed a birdie to have any
chance of a playoff, but instead hit his sand
wedge short. He was lucky it hung up on the
hill instead of going into the water.

Woods then played a pitch above the hole,
hopeful it would spin back down toward the
cup. It didn’t, leaving him a slippery 18-footer.
He wanted to die the ball into the cup, but
rapped it too hard. But the putt was on the

Golf
roundup

drought in b

Tiger Woods celebrates as he birdies the 18th
hole to secure victory in the Buick Invitational.

right line, and it dove into the cup for a birdie
that ended an odd tournament.

Lehman summed it up best.

“He whipped the field playing lousy,” Leh-
man said. “I give him a lot of credit.”

Woods finished at 16-under 272, his first
come-from-behind victory in the final round
since the 2001 NEC Invitational, and his first
stroke-play title on the PGA Tour since the
2003 American Express Championship. His
only victory last year was the Match Play
‘Championship.

Even so, Woods needed some help.

First to his defense were those crazy golfing
gods, who conspired against Howell. He was
at 14 under when his sand wedge from 95
yards into the 18th green was perfect.

Too perfect, it turns out.

The ball landed in the bottom of the cup, ric-
ocheted out and went into the pond, turning
an eagle into a bogey. Howell took off his cap
and stared in disbelief.

“I knew I hit the shot perfect,” Howell said
after his 72. “And then to hit the hole and go
into the water, I didn’t know whelher to laugh
or cry. Obviously, it's a crazy game.”

Donald was a model of

izarre Buick

himself a birdie putt on every hole through
No. 13 and building a one-shot lead. He had
control of the tournament until two bad
swings. The first one was a 6-iron that went
over the 14th green and into a hazard, leading
to double bogey. Then he pulled his tee shot
on No. 17 into the bushes and had to scramble
for a bogey, leaving him at 73 and three shots
behind.

The final gift came from Lehman.

He was trying to become the first active
Ryder Cup captain since Jack Nicklaus (1986
Masters) to win on tour. He played 32 holes on
Sunday, and had no complaints about the first

30.

But from the middle of the 17th fairway,
with an 8-iron in his hand and tied for Woods
at 15 under, he caught a plugged lie in the bun-
ker. His shot hit the flag, but that only slowed
it enough to leave him a 12-footer, and Leh-
man missed. Then he botched the sand wedge
on No. 18, running his record to 0-7 with at
least a share of the 54-hole lead, dating to the
1996 Tour Championship.

“I'm ticked I didn’t win,” Lehman said after
his 73.

Even Woods realized in victory that it's a
crazy game.

“I hit it great at Mercedes and lost. I dldnl
hit it good here and won,”
comes down to making pumng. I hit it clo<e
enough this week. I had some opportunities to
make putts, and I did.”

Quigley beats Watson in playoff

KAUPULEHU-KONA, Hawaii — Dana
Quigley made a 3-foot par putt on the third
playoff hole and beat a faltering Tom Watson
on Sunday to win the season-opening Master-
Card Championship for the second time in
three years.

Watson, who led after the first two rounds,
made a bogey after he hit into the lava behind
the 17th green at Hualalai Golf Club.

Quigley, who also missed the green long,
putted past the hole and made the comeback
attempt. He closed with a 6-under 66, but his
three-putt from the fringe on the final hole of
regulation allowed Watson to move into a tie
at 18-under 198.

Watson ~ started the round with a
three-stroke lead, but missed two 4-foot putts
for par on the back nine for his only two bo-

, giving

geys in closing with a 2-under 70.

STOCK CAR SALE! _#ionans Blacs
TAKE A SHORT CUT TO A GREAT DEAL.

IF YOU'RE ON DUTY OVERSEAS, HERL'S YOUR ROUTE TO A GREAT DEAL VISIT YOUR VOLVO REPRESENTATIVE FICK YOUR FAVORITE LUXURY
¥OLVO FROM DUR STOCK OF LS. SPEC 2000 MODELS. TAKE THE ADVANTAGE OF QUICK DELIVERY AND SAVE UR TO § 1,000 - ON TOP OF ALL THE
BENEFITS OF YOLYO'S MILITARY PROGRAM. BUT YOU NEED 10 ACT NOW, THIS SPECIAL STOCK CAR OFFER IS VALID UNTIL FESRUARY & ONLY,

www.autohaus-haese.de

VOLVO CARS MILITARY SALES. IT'S A GREAT DEAL.

QUICK DELIVERY INSTANT SAVINGS
ALL 2005 MODELS. LIMITED AVAILABILITY.

Huskies
‘tough out’
the grind

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Washington
Huskies didn’t look forward to
playing grind-it-out Washington
State.

“It was something we're defi-
nitely not used to,” Jamaal Will-
iams said. “You just have to tough
itout.”

Nate Robinson scored 13 points
and the No. 10 Huskies moved
into a tie for the Pac-10 lead with
a 66-48 victory over the Cougars
on Sunday.

Williams and freshman Joel
Smith came off the bench to each
score 10 points for the Huskies
(16-2, 6-1), who won their 18th
slraighl at home and tied a school
record with their 12th straight
Pac-10 home win.

The Huskies are tied for first
with Arizona (6-1), which beat Or-
egon State 92-83 on Saturday
night.

It wasn't a classic Washington
offensive performance. The Hus-
Kies shot a season-worst .359 per-
cent from the field (23-for-64)
and 3-for-13 from three-point
range, but coach Dick Bennett's
ball-control Cougars had a lot to
do with that.

The purple-clad student sec-
tion didn’t appreciate the Cou-
gars’ deliberate, slowdown tac-
tics, chanting, “Boring, boring,
boring,” in the second half.

Washington came into the
game averaging 89.4 points a
game, tops in the Pac-10 and sec-
ond in the nation. The Huskies
had their lowest point total of the
season. They have scored 100 or
more points in four games this
season.

Huskies coach Lorenzo Romar
still felt good afterward, though.

“The fact that we were able to
win by 18 points despite it not
being an uptempo game makes
you feel pretty good,” he said. “If
we would do this every time we
play them, we wouldn’t have to be
uptempo.”

Washington will be in Tucson
Thursday night to play Arizona in
a showdown game. The Huskies
beat the Wildcats three times last
season.

Army ends skid
by routing Navy

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Matt
Bell scored 20 points to help
Army snap an eight-game losing
streak Sunday and earn its larg-
est victory over arch-rival Navy
in 35 years, 63-43.

Grant Carter had 11 points for
Army (3-14, 1-4 Patriot League)
and Cory Sinning had 12.

Matt Fannin scored 17 points
for Navy (4-14, 0-5), which suf-
fered its seventh loss in a row.

Navy coach Billy Lange suf-
fered the worst loss ever by a Mid-
shipmen coach in his debut
against Army.

Bell scored 11 of his 20 points
in the second half as Army out-
scored the Midshipmen 31-19 in
the final 20 minutes.
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Venus, Myskina, Dementieva eliminated

Hewitt wins in five sets
despite injury; Roddick,
Davenport also advance

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Venus Williams lost to Alicia
Molik of Australia 7-5, 7-6 (3)
Monday in the fourth round of the
Australian Open, extending her
Grand Slam drought and keeping
her from joining sister Serena in
the quarterfinals.

Williams was seeking her fifth
Grand Slam title and first since
winning the 2001 U.S. Open. She
reached five finals after that, but
hasn’t made it past the quarterfi-
nals of a major since injuring an
abdominal muscle in mid-2003.

Molik, the Olympic bronze med-
alist last year in Athens, will face
No. 1 seed and 2000 champion
Lindsay Davenport,
‘who polished off Karo-
lina Sprem 6-2, 6-2
earlier Monday. It's
the first time that
Molik, who stretched
her winning streak to
12 matches, has
reached the quarterfi-
nals of a Grand Slam.

“This is a huge feat,
1 beat Venus,” Molik
said. “I beat her play-
ing my tennis, and T

Williams at love to finish off the
first set, then fought off five break
points in the second.

Both players held to force a tie-
breaker, where Molik showed her
best, jumping to a 4-0 lead, then
falling again on a running fore-
hand that she netted. She shook it
off and finished off the match
‘when Williams weakly hit a fore-
hand into the net.

Molik refused to wilt under Wil-
liams' power attack, firing seven
aces and other winners that
kissed the lines.

“I couldn’t quite get a handle
on what was going wrong,” Will-
iams said. “Normally if P'm play-
ing 5 percent better, I'd win.”

Molik became the first Austra-
lian woman to reach the quarters
since Anne Minter 17 years ago.
Fellow Aussie Lleyton Hewitt
also advanced Monday, overcom-
ing a sore right hip to beat unseed-
ed Rafael Nadal 7-5, 3-6, 1-6, 7-6
(3), 6-2 victory.

Trying to finish points quickly
to limit his movement, Hewitt
committed five consecutive er-
rors in the fourth set after going
ahead 0-40 while holding a 3-2
lead.

He then proved that he de-
served his reputation as a battler.

Hewitt got to a tiebreaker and
won it, punctuating the points
with his trademark fist pumps
and shouts of “Come on!”

That got the fans roaring and

Adsfralian Open

didn’t wait for her to make mis-
takes, and that’s something I can
be pretty proud of.”

She broke the eighth-seeded

left the 18-year-old Nadal shaking
his head.

Being pushed to five sets
seemed to take some of the steam
out of Nadal. He asked for a mas-
sage on his left thigh after Hewitt
broke twice and ran off a 3-0 lead
in the deciding fifth set.

While serving for the match at
5-2, Hewitt had a double-fault
and two unforced errors to give
Nadal a pair of break points. He
fought back to deuce, dou-
ble-faulted on his first match
point and squandered a second,
then finished with an ace and a
backhand from Nadal that sailed
just long after a lengthy rally.

Hewitt dropped to his knees in
celebration as the crowd roared.

“This crowd is second to none,”
said Hewitt, who also
rallied for Davis Cup
victories on the same
court. “I was hurting
alittle bit in the third
set. You try to get all

the  negative
thoughts out of your
mind.”

Hewitt added that
the injury, first sus-
tained at a warmup
tournament in Syd-
ney, should not affect
him in his next match, when he
will face the winner of an all Ar-
gentinian match between No. 6
Guillermo Coria and No. 9 David
Nalbandian.

After three consecutive lefties,
Andy Roddick struggled with the
serve of right-handed German
Philipp Kohlschreiber. But_ the
second-seeded Ameri
smacked 15 aces and overcame a
second-set letdown to reach the
quarterfinals with a 6-3, 7-6 (8),
6-1 win.

“I think I actually had a little
trouble getting used to a serve
coming from a righty, as weird as
that sounds,” he said.

“Took me a little while to get on
it”

He'll face another right-hander
next, 25th-seeded Nikolay Davy-
denko, who beat No. 12 Guillermo
Canas 6-3, 6-4, 6-3. Earlier in the
tournament, Davydenko eliminat-
ed No. 7 Tim Henman.

Roddick allowed the
102nd-ranked Kohlschreiber
only one break opportunity while
he figured out his righty serve.
He was erratic in the second set,
doubling his number of unforced
errors to 12 and throwing his rack-
et to the court after sending a fore-
hand long.

“I don’t think I hit the ball as
clean as I did in the first three
matches,” he said. “I just felt like
1 was fighting it a little bit more.
I'm not too concerned. The good
thing is I don’t feel like I had my
best day, and we're here talking
about a three-set win.”

Along with Venus Williams,

Venus Williams, the eighth seed, reacts in frustration during her fourth-round match against 10th-seeded
Alicia Molik in the Australian Open at Melbourne Park on Monday. Molik won the match, 7-5, 7-6.

Third-seeded Lleyton Hewitt overcame a hip injury and a 2-1 sets defi-
cit to beat Rafael Nadal in five sets, 7-5, 3-6, 1-6, 7-6, 6-2.

Anastasia Myskina, the French
Open champion, and No. 6 Elena
Dementieva, the runner-up at the
French and U.S. Opens, were
eliminated.

Myskina and Dementieva were
among seven Russians to make it
to the round of 16, but only Wim-
bledon champion Maria Sharapo-
va and U.S. Open titlist Svetlana
Kuznetsova reached the quarterfi-
nals.

They will face each other on
Tuesday, when men’s No. 1 seed
Roger Federer will try to keep his

25-match winning streak alive
against four-time Australian
Open winner Andre Agassi, seed-
ed eighth.

Myskma had 45 unforced er-
rors in her 6-4, 6-2 loss to
19th-seeded Nathalie Dechy.

“I couldn’t focus during the
match, T lost a lot of easy balls,”
Myskina said. “I think I have to
forget this match.”

Dementieva led 12th-seeded
Patty Schnyder by a set and two
breaks before losing 6-7 (6), 7-6
@), 6-2.

Tennis scoreboard
Australian Open

At Melbourne Park
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oA
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Austria’s Hermann Maier, left, is congratulated by second-place finisher Daron Rahlves from the United
States after winning the men’s World Cup super-G race in Kitzbuehel, Austria, on Monday.

Maier edges Rahlves in super-G

BY ERICA BULMAN
The Associated Press

KITZBUEHEL, Austria— Her-
mann Maier of Austria won a
super giant slalom Monday for
his first World Cup victory this
season, and Daron Rahlves of the
United States was a close second
despite a bruising, somersaulting
spill two weeks ago.

World Cup overall leader Bode
Miller shared fifth place.

Austria’s Benjamin Raich, Mill
er’s main challenger for the over-
all crown, was seventh. With the
victory, Maier replaced Miller
atop the super-G standings.

“T just skied badly,” Miller
said. “It was horrible execution.”

Maier won by 0.02 seconds, rac-
ing down the Streifalm course in
1 minute, 22.39 seconds and
avenging a loss to Rahlves. The

erican had won by 0.03 sec-
onds a year ago to hand Maier his
first super-G defeat on the famed
slope.

“It's always great to win here
on the Austrian mountain,” said
Maier, who skied in a circle after
his race and pointed his right
index finger to signal he was No.
1 again. “I knew Daron was one
of the favorites. Coming back
after two weeks off after he hurt
himself, I knew he would be very
motivated.”

Austria’s Fritz Strobl was third
in 1:22.93, and Switzerland’s Didi-
er Defago was fourth in 1:23.02.
Miller and Norway’s Aksel Lund
Svindal followed in 1:23.06.

“It’s frustrating to ski so badly
and finish so close,” Miller said.
“I put down 15 seconds of good
skiing in a minute-and-20-sec-
ond-long super-G and still fin-
ished fifth. You've got to be happy
with that.”

Rahlves has 10 World Cup vic-
tories and finished fifth in last
year’s overall standings. He ar-
rived in Kitzbuehel still in pain
from the giant slalom crash in
Adelboden and was unsure wheth-
er to race.

Maier has four super-G wins at
the venue, including a stunning
comeback victory just five races
after returning from a motorcycle

Sports briefs

accident in which he nearly lost
his leg. He also won the downhill
on the slope in 2001. He skipped
the Lauberhorn downhill in Wen-
gen, Switzerland, last week.
Miller, watching Raich slowly
chip at_his overall lead, earned
nine points more than the Austri-
an on Monday. Miller is first with
1,093 points, 175 ahead of Raich.
Maier, the _defending _overall
champion, climbed to third with

One-third of World Cup tickets
will be available to public

FRANKFURT, Germany
Only about one- -third of lhe seats
for the 2006 World Cup will be
available to the public.

The seating capacity for the 64
games is 3.3/ million, but about
440,000 tickets are reserved for
honorary guests and media.

Organizers said Monday about
293 mlll\on tickets would be avail-
able for sale. But this would be re-
duced by the needs of sponsors,
205 soccer federations that are
members of soccer’s world gov-
erning body and others.

The actual number of tickets
available to the public will be lim-
ited to about 1.1 million.

The first phase of sales, which
begins Feb. 1 and mostly online,
will offer 812,000 tickets. Each
person will be able to order a max-
imum of 28 tickets — up to four
for seven games.

The first phase ends March 31.
Tickets will be distributed
through a lottery system. More
selling phases will follow — Dec.
1, 2005 to Jan. 15, 2006, Feb. 1,
2006 to April 15, 2006 and May 1,
2006 to July 9, 2006.

Tickets range from $46 to $784.

On the Net: FIFA: www.fifaworldcup.com

Salzburg is Austria’s candidate
for 2014 Winter Games
SALZBURG, Austria —
Salzburg was chosen over Inns-
bruck on Monday as Austria’s can-
didate for the 2014 Winter Olym-
pics.

After failing in a bid for the
2010 Games, Salzburg was picked
for a second time by Austria’s na-
tional Olympic committee.

Salzburg was a finalist for the
2010 Olympics, but finished a dis-
tant third — behind the winner,
Vancouver, British Columbia,
and Pyeongchang, South Korea.

South Korea has announced
that Pyeongchang will try again
for 2014, while Sweden plans to
enter a joint bid by Oestersund
and Are. Sofia, Bulgaria, and Mu-
nich, Germany, are other possible
bidders.

The deadline to submit bids is
July 28, 2005. The International
Olympic Committee will select
the finalists in June 2006 and
choose the host city in July 2007.

he next Winter Olympics are
in Turin, Ttaly in 2006.

Lennox Lewis denies
reports of comeback
LONDON — Former world
heavyweight champion Lennox
Lewis denied a published report
that said he’ll end his retirement
to fight Vitali Klitschko in Novem-
ber.
The London tabloid the Sunday
ermr quoted Lewis as saying,

Delgado continues
playing the field

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Mets and Carlos Delgado re-
sumed talks Monday, a day after
the free-agent first baseman let
the team’s deadline for a deal
pass.

The Texas Rangers withdrew
their offer Sunday, and Delgado’s
agent, David Sloane, said the
Mets had pulled out, too, although
the team said it was awaiting a re-
sponse. Sloane and the Mets
talked again Monday, two people
with knowledge of the talks said
on the condition of anonymity.

Florida and Baltimore also
were trying to sign Delgado.

While the field for Delgado nar-
rowed, former Mets captain John
Franco made his decision, agree-
ing Sunday to a $700,000,
one-year contract with the Hous-
ton Astros. And the Yankees
added a backup infielder, agree-
ing to a $600,000, one-year con-
tract with Rey Sanchez, a deal
subject to his passing a physical
and finalization of contract lan-

guage.

On Sunday night, after a conver-
sation among Sloane, Mets Chief
Operating Officer Jeff Wilpon
and General Manager Omar Mi-
naya, New York was unsure
where it stood.

“Jeff and I spoke to Mr. Sloane
tonight, and we let him know we
were trying to get a resolution on
this matter this evening,” Minaya
said in a statement Sunday. “He
said he would convey those
thoughts to Carlos, and he would
call us back after speaking with
Carlos. We have yet to receive
that callback.”

With the Rangers, where Delga-
do would play became an issue
Sunday.

“From_the first conversation
with the Texas Rangers, we made
it crystal clear that Carlos Delga-
do had no interest in being a
full time DH,” Sloane said. “If we

25 conversations with the
Texas Rangers, we were told in
24 of those that the question of
him playing first base was no
issue. Earlier today, we were told
that is changing and that 75 per-

cent of his at-bats, should he
choose to sign with the Texas
Rangers, would come as a DH.

“After three months of negotia-
tions, we were given less than five
hours to tell them yes or no, to
make a decision that affects not
only the rest of Carlos Delgado’s
baseball career, but the rest of his
life.”

Rangers owner Tom Hicks met
with Delgado in Puerto Rico and
offered a $48 million, four-year
contract.

“Over the last few days, Tom
Hicks and the organization
reached out and made a very
strong offer to Carlos Delgado,”
Texas General Manager John
Hart said. “We had a great meet-
ing with Carlos on Friday where
we exceeded the limits of our ini-
tial proposal. As of this evening,
however, we could not get a com-
mitment from him, so we are with-
drawing from discussions with
him.

“He is a quality individual, but
we want to continue to be commit-
ted with our young players and de-
velopment plan. We have a first
baseman in Mark Teixeira and
other young players that we do
not want to disrupt with potential
position changes. Tom Hicks is
not, and was not, afraid to spend
money to add players like Carlos
to our club.”

Hicks implied that the Rangers
didn’t want Delgado to use their
offer as a springboard.

Franco, a 44-year-old left-hand-
er, spent his first six seasons with
the Cincinnati Reds and the last
15 with his hometown Mets.

The four-time All-Star who is
second to Lee Smith in career
saves with 424, Franco was 2-7
with a 5.28 ERA last year.

“Change is good Sometimes,”
he said. “I've been here for 15
years. It's not going to kill me to
be there for 81 days.”

Sanchez, 37, also was with the
Yankees in the final weeks of the
1997 season, hitting .312 with one
homer and 15 RBIs in 38 games.

He batted .246 with two homers
and 26 RBIs for Tampa Bay last
season.

P Sports Writer Stephen Hawkins in
Dallas contributed to this report.

ing a later
thls year.”

But later Sunday, Lewis re-
leased a statement saying he was
not making a comeback.

“I want to reiterate what I said
when I retired in February 2004
that I was fortunate to leave the
sport on my own terms and that I
will be one of the few heavy-
‘weight champions in history to re-
tire on top and stay retired,” he
said.

Lewis, 39, retired Feb. 6 with a
41-2-1 record. Klitschko assumed
the title April 24 when he beat
Corrie Sanders.

Lewis and Klitschko last fought
in June 2003. Lewis was behind
on points when the fight was
stopped in the sixth round be-
cause Klitschko was cut.

That was Lewis’ last fight and
he was booed out of the ring after
a poor performance. The WBC
mandated a rematch, but Lewis
retired instead.

Indians, Westbrook avoid
arbitration, agree to deal

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Jake West-
brook, nearly an afterthought be-
fore emer as Cleveland's
most consistent starter last sea-
son, agreed to a two-year contract
with the Indians on Monday and
avoided salary arbitration.

Westbrook, who made $1 mil-
lion in 2004, asked for $3.7 mil-
lion in arbitration and was of-
fered $2.5 million by the club. His
agreement with the Indians in-
cludes a team option for 2007.

While C.C. Sabathia struggled
and youngsters Cliff Lee and
Jason Davis had ERAs over 5.00,
Westbrook went 14-9 with a 3.38

ERA in 30 starts and was selected
an AL All-Star in his first full sea-
son in the big leagues. He also
had five complete games, tying
for the league lead.

Cleveland never expected that
type of season from the
27-year-old Westbrook, who went
to spring training trying to win a
spot in the starting rotation. He
began the year as the club’s long
reliever before becoming a start-
er at the end of April.

With Westbrook, Sabathia, Lee
and newly sxgned Kevin Mill-
wood, the Indians think they have
astarting nucleus capable of keep-
ing them in contention for a play-
off berth.
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Brady leads Pats to third
AFC title in four seasons

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The New En-
gland Patriots turned Big Ben
into Gentle Ben, and transformed
the NFL’s best-record team into
another overwhelmed opponent
that couldn’t match the big plays
they made, the intensity they
brought or the leadership they
possess.

The Pittsburgh Steelers and
their 15-game winning streak
weren't nearly good enough to
beat the Patriots with the AFC
championship on the line, not
even in the stadium where New
England was overwhelmed 22
months before.

The Patriots’ 41-27 rout Sunday
night sends them to their third
Super Bowl in four seasons — this
time, against the Philadelphia Ea-
gles on Feb. 6 in Jacksonville —
and was just another in an
ever-growing series of playoff per-
formances that could soon stamp
them as one of the best teams
ever.

Tom Brady was too precise, too
determined, and too experienced
for Steelers rookie quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger to match.

Roethlisberger tried ~getting
away with the same mistakes he
made in a great-escape overtime
win over the New York Jets the
week before but didn’t come close.

Not against this team, this quar-
terback, this coach, not even dur-
ing this improbable Steelers sea-
son that saw them end the Patri-
ots’ record 21-game streak 34-20
on Oct. 31. That performance has
driven New England ever since.

It certainly motivated coach
Bill Belichick, who blistered his
team after what he felt was a poor
practice last Wednesday.

Patriots 41, Steelers 27
New England 1014 710-41
Pittsburgh 10-27
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“He let us know it,” Brady said.

“You would have thought we

were 0-and-16 the way he spoke

to us. It gets everyone in the right

frame of mind. He’s got great per-

spective and is atremendous
ch.”

Belichick’s 9-1 playoff record
ties Vince Lombardi as the best in
NFL playoff history and validates
his quarterback’s praise.

Brady’s 8-0 postseason record

is even better, and he showed
why he might soon be this genera-
tion’s Bradshaw or Montana.

While Roethlisberger threw
three interceptions, Brady tossed
two scoring passes and no inter-
ceptions during a nearly flawless
night.

One week it's Peyton Manning,
the next it’s Big Ben. No matter
the opposing quarterback, or the
challenge, Brady always seems to
have an answer.

“He is a great leader. He is ev-
erthmg that defines what a lead-
er is,” offensive lineman Matt
Light said of Brady. “He moti-
vates this team and he motivates
everybody.”

The Steelers came out as cold
as the 11-degree weather by turn-
ing the ball over on a Roethlisberg-
er-thrown interception and Jer-
ome Bettis’ fumble on their first
two possessions. Predictably, the
Patriots surged to a 10-0 lead on
Brady’s 60-yard scoring pass to
Deion Branch and Adam Vi-
natieri’s 48-yard field goal, which
tied as the longest at Heinz Field.

Branch later set up Brady’s
9-yard TD pass to David Givens
with a 45-yard catch, and he also
had a 23-yard TD run. Roethlis-
berger also was intercepted for a
touchdown for a second consecu-
tive game, by Rodney Harrison
for 87 yards to make it 24-3 late in
the first half.

Sound familiar? During the Hal-
loween game, the Steelers forced
several turnovers, surged into a
24-3 lead and kept the Patriots
from running the ball by building
an overwhelming lead.

“We demand a lot from our
players,” Belichick said. “I'm
happy they have this kind of
achievement to show for it.”

All the Steelers have to show for
the greatest regular season (15-1)

KRT

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady looks to hand off the ball in the first
quarter of the AFC championship game against the Steelers on Sunday.

in the franchise’s 73-season histo-
ry is their fourth loss in five AFC
title games under coach Bill Cow-
her since the 1994 season.

It also was the second AFC
championship game loss to New
England at home in four seasons.

This probably hurt the worst of
all because their season had been
so magical, from 5

won the last of their four NFL ti-
tles in six seasons from 1974-79.
The Steelers had a chance to
cut it to 31-24 early in the fourth
quarter after driving to a first
down at the 5, only to be turned
aside on three consecutive plays.
Then, Cowher effectively halted
their momentum by going for Jeff
Reed’s 20-yard field goal rather

unexpected emergence to Bettis’
remarkable comeback season to
their consecutive midseason victo-
ries over the previously unbeaten
Patriots and Eagles.

Now, those teams will play for
the Super Bowl trophy that has
eluded the Steelers since they

than_the and Pitts-
burgh was never in it again.

“I don’t think that decided the
game by any stretch of the imagi-
nation,” said Bettis, who ran for
64 yards while being held below
100 yards for the first time in
cight starts. “We just couldn’t do
anything after that.”

Time finally runs out for Big Ben, Pittsburgh

PITTSBURGH

The kid showed up

record crowd of 65,242 had finished snug-

chick said.

“There’s no quarterback I

he best story of the NFL season,

the one about the kid who was

going to take his team where no

rookie quarterback had gone be-
fore, ended on a night every bit as cruel as
it was cold. And man, was it ever cold.

With the temperature at 11 degrees for
kickoff and ice floes jamming the Ohio
River alongside Heinz Field, Ben Roethlis-
berger threw an interception on his first
pass and never quite regained his footing,
slipping, sliding and stumbling to his worst
performance in the biggest game of the
Steelers’ remarkable season.

t Was no surprise.

The man who greased the skids has been
making fools of quarterbacks for longer
than Roethlisberger has been on the planet.

Sometime genius and full-time Patriots
coach Bill Belichick was already a
half-dozen years into his career and draw-
ing up defensive schemes for his fourth
team by the time Big Ben was born.

“I don’t know if there was a better quar-
terback back there, whether he makes the
plays or not. But you saw what they did to
Peyton Manning last week,” Roethlisberg-
er said, “and what they did to a rookie this
one.”

Jim Litke

Sunday_already at_a
rare  for

gling into their seats.

someone whose tenure
in the league was mea-
sured in months. But
such was the fever that
took hold in Pittsburgh
after  Roethlisberger,
rushed into the starting
job after Tommy Mad-
dox went down in the
second game of the sea-
son, took over the con-
trols of the offense and took off on an un-
beaten run that would stretch to 14 games.

There were jokes about renaming the
town “Roethlisburgh.” The locals con-
sumed pound after pound of beef jerky and
burgers named after him, and made his
No. 7 jersey the league’s best-seller.

Sales never slowed, even after their per-
fect quarterback proved only too imperfect
in a 20-17 overtime win against the Jets a
week ago. Theories abounded about which
Roethlisberger — the cool, confident pass-
er or the skittish rookie — would show up
as the AFC championship loomed.

The answer came on the third play from
scrimmage, even before some in the

first throw was high
and hard, thudding off the hands of receiv-
er Antwaan Randle El, then tipped by Pats
corner Asante Samuel before teammate
Eugene Wilson came up with it. That led to
New England’s first score, a field goal.

Roethlisberger wasn’t as lucky the sec-
ond time he threw an interception; Pats
safety Rodney Harrison stepped in front of
that one and returned it 87 yards up the left
sideline.

“We knew he has happy feet,” Harrison
said afterward. “He throws the ball up. We
knew we could make some plays on him.

“A veteran quarterback who’s been in
this atmosphere knows the pressure gets
bigger and bigger.”

The “veteran quarterback” Harrison had
in mind was teammate Tom Brady, who at
27 has three years and four more seasons in
the NFL than Roethlisberger. Belichick
made no such comparison, but his praise
for Brady was even more revealing.

“Tom, to me, is kind of the same guy
every day and every game. I don’t think
the magnitude of the game or the crowd
noise or the situation bothers him. He’s
able to focus on what he has to do,” Beli-

would rather have.”

Maybe not. But Belichick’s second
choice would almost certainly be a rookie
like Roethlisberger. While the kid’s num-
bers were brilliant for a first-year perform-
er — a 98 passer rating and a 66 percent
completion percentage — it’s also true that
the rest of the league began to make up
ground as the season wore on.

Roethlisberger had a dozen excuses avail-
able: inexperience, an injured thumb, a run-
ning game that suddenly lost much of its
grit and most of its punch, a game plan so
unimaginative that he never had a chance.
He didn’t avail himself of even one.

“Not everything is fair,” Roethlisberger
said. “You have to realize that. Only one
team is going to end the season the way
they wanted to, and that is the Super Bowl
champs. We will rebound. This will be a
big offseason for me and this offense.”

And with that, the kid turned, walked
through the door and out into the

bone-chilling cold, a little bruised and a lot
smarter for the lesson the genius and his
defense had just taught him.

p.org
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Finally, Philly getting shot at Super Bowl

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA —  Fire-
works soared above the roof of
“The Linc.” A blizzard of glitter
swirled in the bitterly cold
breeze.

Fans toasted their team and
each other with beers and hugs.

It was a Super-sized celebra-
tion four years in the making.
And quite a relief, too.

Yo, Philly, how’s this sound?
Your Eagles are going to the
Super Bowl.

Donovan McNabb & Co. over-
came the burden of three straight
losses in the NFC championship
game and warmed a frozen city’s
heart, stuffing Michael Vick and
the Atlanta Falcons 27-10 on Sun-
day.

McNabb isn’t satisfied yet.

“There’s no relief for me,” he
said. “We'll have relief after the
Super Bowl. We set a goal of win-
ning the Super Bowl, not just the
NFC. So that's where I'm going.
We're excited, but we're not
done.”

The Eagles already have
soothed a city’s fragile psyche,
burying the disappointment of
the Tast three years and pulling
within one victory of Philly’s first
major pro championship since
the 76ers won the NBA title in
1983.

Twenty-four years ago, the Ea-
gles made it to their first — and,
until Sunday, only — Super Bowl
with a team coached by Dick Ver-
meil and led by Ron Jaworski.
They fell flat in the title game, los-
ing to the Raiders 27-10.

That score went the Eagles’
way this time. They will meet
New England in Jacksonville,
Fla., on Feb. 6 for the NFL cham-
pionship.

“We want to go to Jacksonville
and get some closure and finish

Philadelphia Eagles defender Brian Dawkins (20) reacts after a third quarter interception of Atlanta Falcons
quarterback Michael Vick. With Dawkins are teammates Dhani Jones (55) and Lito Sheppard (26).

this up,” receiver Freddie Mitch-
ell said.

The fourth consecutive appear-
ance in the NFC title game
proved to be the charm for the Ea-
gles, even though they didn’t have
top receiver Terrell Owens — re-
duced to the role of MVC (Most
Valuable Cheerleader) on the
sideline.

Nothing was going to stand in
the way of this team, which en-
tered the season with a Super
Bowl or Bust mentality and met
those enormous expectations.

McNabb threw a pair of touch-
down passes to Chad Lewis, in-
cluding the clinching score with
3:21 remaining. That turned the
final minutes into a delirious coro-
nation, the 67,717 fans saluting a
team that fulfilled its destiny.

“Super Bowl! Super Bowl!”
they chanted when play was halt-
ed for the two-minute warning.

The only warm-weather team
left in the playoffs went cold in its
biggest game of the year. Vick
was sacked four times by the fear-
some Philly defense, which also
came up with a crucial intercep-
tion that set up David Akers’ sec-
ond field goal.

The significance of the day was
evident on the field — the Eagles
pranced and posed after every big
play — and in the stands, where
most of the fans never bothered to
sil duwn on a 17-degree day.

agles will be going for
thelr ﬁrst NFL title since 1960,
which predates the Super Bowl
by six seasons.

McNabb completed 17 of 26
passes for 180 yards, a workman-
like performance that solidified
his position as one of the game’s
best quarterbacks. He also ran 10
times for 32 yards.

Vick’s debut on the Super Bowl
stage will have to wait. He com-
pleted just 11-for-24 for 136
yards, while the Eagles stifling de-
fense kept him from pulling off
one of his signature runs.

He ran it just four times for 26
yards, but gave up even more
yards on the sacks. Derrick Bur-
gess dropped the elusive quarter-
back twice, and Jevon Kearse
kept Vick hemmed up on the
other side. The Eagles didn’t blitz
much — a change in philosophy
— but they made sure Vick didn’t
get a chance to warm up.

“I didn’t get outside the pock-
et,” Vick said. “I think that was
their first priority.”

Philadelphia led only 14-10 at
halftime, a bit too close for a team
that had lost to St. Louis, Tampa
Bay and Carolina in the last three
NFC title games. Even more gall-
ing — the two more recent de-
feats were at home.

But, as the sun gave way to a
nearly full moon over Lincoln Fi-
nancial Field, the Eagles dominat-
ed the final two quarters. Akers
connected from 31 and 34 yards,
then McNabb and Lewis teamed
up to finish off the Falcons with
their 2-yard touchdown.

Owens, who didn't play be-
cause of a severe ankle injury,
had a prominent role nonetheless.
He drew plenty of attention with
his sideline antics, flapping his
arms and waving a towel to urge
on a crowd that didn’t need any
encouragement.

And he may just recover in
time for the Super Bowl.

“I have a feeling he will,” Reid
said.

Owens’ teammates filled in ad-
mirably. McNabb worked his
passes around to eight players,
led by Brian Westbrook with five
catches for 39 yards. Westbrook
also handled the bulk of the run-
ning load, carrying 16 times for
96 yards.

Then, it was time for the party
— Philly-style.

“This is their fourth trip in a
row to the championship game,”
said Jim Mora, the Falcons’ rook-
ie coach. “They’ve been in this po-
sition before, and they played like
they” ve been in this position be-
fore.”

It was a great season for the Fal-
cons, who came within one win of
their second Super Bowl after
going 5-11 last season. With Vick
at quarterback, the future looks
bright.

Vick, Falcons can’t warm up in title game loss

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Michael
Vick trotted onto the field for the
first time and shook his arms, try-
ing to get the blood flowing on a
frigid day in Philly.

Unfortunately for Vick and the
Atlanta Falcons, he never
warmed up.

‘The Philadelphia Eagles stifled
Vick in the NFC championship

fense, which was installed by rook-
i coach Jim Mora and his staff.

“It's going to take time,” Vick
said. “But next year, I promise,
it’s going to be a better year and
T'm excited about it.”

With all the pressure on him to
carry the Falcons, Vick instead
was downright mediocre. The re-
lentless Eagles defense sacked
him four times and shut down his
running lanes, ensuring he didn’t
turn an ordinary looking play into

game, stuffing the
quarterback with a defense that
laid off its customary blitz and
just made sure he didn’t escape
the pocket.

The result: Philly romped to a
27-10 victory, moving on to the
Super Bowl. The Falcons, mean-
while, will have to be content with
their comeback year, going from
5-11 to one win away from the
NFL title game.

Eighteen games into the season,
Vick said he’s still got a lot to
learn about the West Coast of-

Warrick Dunn was neutralized,
00, and the Falcons offense could
do little else — especially in the
second half.

Coming off a strong effort in a
win last week against St. Louis,
Vick hardly posted numbers good
enough to get the Falcons to a
Super Bowl. Vick was 11-for-24
for a modest 136 yards and an in-
terception, and was held to 26
yards rushing on four carries.

Defensive end Derrick Burgess
harassed Vick mercilessly, and

Vick seemed rattled while look-
ing for receivers who were rarely
open. Burgess sacked the elusive
quarterback twice, and Hollis Th-
omas and Jevon Kearse also got
sacks for a total loss of 33 yards.

Eagles  linebacker  Keith
Adams added seven tackles and a
deflected pass.

“Nobody respected us as a de-
fense. Give me some respect
right now,” Philadelphia’s Brian
Dawkins said.

Vick was shaken up early in the
first quarter when Burgess
crushed him after an incomplete

pass.
Vick had his fewest yards rush-
ing in an entire game since Week
1 against San Francisco, when he
ran for 10. In the season finale
when he barely played against Se-
attle, Vick ran for 13 yards.
“They had Jevon Kearse on one
end and another good defensive
lineman (Burgess) on the other
end keepmg good containment
and sure that I didn’t get
outside the pocket,” Vick said.

“They did a great job doing it,
and the coverage they played in
the secondary, they didn’t allow
our receivers to get off blocks and
get downfield.”

Vick gained half of his yards
rushing against the Eagles on one
play — his only dazzling run of
the game.

After an interception by Brown
was wiped out on a holding penal-
ty, Vick took off like he alone
could again be enough to lead the

cons.

He dashed right, eluded Bur-
gess and Kearse on the outside,
then cut back up toward the mid-
dle for a 13-yard gain.

That was about the only high-
light. Eagles quarterback Koy
Detmer had as many yards pass-
ing on a fake field goal attempt in
the first quarter (3) than Vick (3).

“There is a lot we can take
away from this season,” Vick
said.

“Overall, we had a great sea-
son, a great year for a team that is
just a first-year team playing to-
gether.”

Eagles 27, Falcons 10
Atlanta 010 0 0-10
Philadelphia 776 7-27
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A Do run  Feely k), 202,
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Eagles TE Lewis out for Super Bowl; Owens uncertain

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Philadel-
phia Eagles tight end Chad Lewis
will miss the Super Bowl with a
foot injury.

Lewis, who caught two touch-
down passes in Philadelphia’s
27-10 victory over Atlanta in the
NFC championship game Sun-
day, will have surgery on Wednes-
day. He was hurt on his second

D grab, a 2-yard catch that
sealed the victory.

Meanwhile, All-Pro wide re-
ceiver Terrell Owens’ status is un-
certain. Owens has been side-
lined with an ankle injury since
Dec. 19. Eagles coach Andy Reid
said Owens has made “great
progress,” and will try to run on
the ankle this week.

Lewis’ injury, called a Lis

Franc sprain, is more common in
automobile accidents and eques-
trian sports.

Eagles All-Pro safety Brian
Dawkins missed nine games last
season with a similar injury that
wasn't as severe and didn’t re-
quire surgery. In 2000, Eagles
running back Duce Staley had
surgery and missed the final 13
games, including playoffs, with
an injury to the same joint.

Second-year pro L.J. Smith will
take Lewis' spot in the starting
lineup against New England in
the Super Bowl on Feb. 6. Mike
Bartrum, also the long snapper, is

the only other tight end on the ros-
ter. Reid said the team will try to
add another tight end this week.
Lewis backed up Bartrum as the
long snapper.

Lewis, a three-time Pro Bowl
selection, had 29 catches for 267
yards and three TDs in the regu-
lar season. His role had been re-
duced with the emergence of
Smith, a second-round draft pick
from Rutgers in 2003.

ABC: Owens was second choice
in towel skit — to Madden

LOS ANGELES — ABC's first
choice for the infamous “Monday
Night Football” dropped towel ep-
isode wasn’t Terrell Owens — it
was announcer John Madden.

For reasons that are unclear,
Madden couldn’t find the time to

perform for the skit. Owens, the
Philadelphia Eagles receiver,
filled in for him in the steamy
sketch that drew viewer protests
and a network apology, said ABC
entertainment president Stephen
McPherson on Sunday.

In the spoof that preceded the
football game Nov. 15, “Desper-
ate Housewives” actress Nicol-
lette Sheridan persuaded Owens
to skip the game by dropping the
towel wrapped around her and
jumping into his arms.

ABC initially thought it would
be funny to have the, uh, less at-
tractive Madden as the subject of
Sheridan’s ardor, McPherson
said.

The towel-dropping was anoth-
er last-minute addition to the
script that plainly backfired, said
Marc Cherry, executive producer

of “Desperate Housewives,” who
helped write it.

Cherry said it was all a mis-
take. But he and McPherson both
sald they were surprised at the re-
aci

“I el really bad about it,”
Cherry said. “I didn’t want to
upset people. I didn’t realize that
“Monday Night Football’ was such
a family viewing experience. I
wouldn’t let my S-year-old watch
beer commercials with big-bust-
ed cheerleaders, but that’s just

" Sheridan, appearing before tele-
vision writers Sunday, said the
purpose was simply to amuse peo-

le.

“Taking a pop culture incident
like that and having it take prece-
dence over the underlying prob-
lems of the world was absurd,”
Sheridan said.

Super: Eagles clear one hurdle, find tougher test in Jacksonville

SUPER, FROM BACK PAGE

Owens and easily beat Minnesota
and Atlanta in its two playoff
games. That finally got the Eagles
past the conference champion-
ship game they lost for three
straight seasons and sent them on
to Jacksonville, a relief perhaps
more to their hypercritical and
terminally insecure fans than to
the players.

The Eagles are certainly wor-
thy — getting to a championship
game four straight years is an ac-
complishment, even if you lose
the first three.

In Donovan McNabb, Philadel-
phia has a quarterback who has
been in the running for the NFL's
MVP award every year since
2000 but this one. And that was
only because Peyton Manning
broke Dan Marino’s record for
touchdown passes in a season and
was nearly a unanimous choice.

In coach Andy Reid and his
staff, especially coordinators Jim
Johnson (defense) and Brad Chil-
dress (offense) they have a trio
that compares favorably with Be-
lichick and his two chief lieuten-
ants: Romeo Crennel and Charlie
Weis.

So they have some reason to be
optimistic.

But the Patriots demonstrated
in beating a Pittsburgh team, that
had won 15 straight, that they are
special, most notably because
they are a team in the truest
sense.

“Nobody cares about individu-
al stats, just about winning, in-
cluding our quarterback.” said
Adam Vinatieri, who stays in the
background until — as he has
done twice — he kicks the win-
ning field goal as time is expiring
in the Super Bowl.

So while that quarterback, Tom
Brady, has become a major star
and Vinatieri, Richard Seymour,
Corey Dillon, Tedy Bruschi, Rod-
ney Harrison and Willie McGin-
est are lesser luminaries, there is
always someone with little name
recognition making a big play.
Brady and Harrison made them
Sunday, Harrison’s an 87-yard in-
terception return in the second
quarter that gave New England a
24-3 lead at intermission.

Wide receiver Deion Branch exemplifies the New England Patriots”
t

But there were others, too, like
Deion Branch, who caught a
60-yard touchdown pass and ran
23 yards for another score. And
Jarvis Green, who filled in so well
that no one noticed that Seymour,
a Pro Bowler in three of his four
seasons, was out again with a
knee injury; and Rosevelt Colvin,

t philosophy that has taken them to two Super Bowl titles.

percentage in playoff history
(900); Weis has already been
hired as head coach at Notre
Dame; and Crennel will almost
surely be hired as Cleveland’s
head coach after the Super Bowl.

Wilson suggested after Sun-
day’s win that maybe some of his
teammates should get more indi-

amajor -agent rel-
egated to spot duty after mlssmg
most of last season with a hip inju-
ry; and Eugene Wilson, a sec-
ond-year safety who had two in-
terceptions.

The Patriots coaches, in fact,
are bigger names than their play-
ers: Belichick tied Vince Lombar-
di on Sunday for the best winning

vidual

“I think we’ve got a lot of play-
ers that are overlooked because
people think of us as such a
team,” he said, naming Harrison,
Bruschi and Brady.

That’s borne out by the Pro
Bowl selections: Philadelphia has
nine, led by McNabb and Owens.
New England has four: Brady,

Seymour, Vinatieri and special
teamer Larry Izzo.

But the betting public clearly
thinks otherwise.

In fact, the line probably
wouldn’t be much different if
Owens were healthy. The Eagles’
star receiver strutted on the side-
line and postured for the televi-
sion cameras during Sunday’s
game, and Reid said afterward
that he could be ready for the
Super Bowl.

Belichick? He actually acknowl-
edged that his team had played
well, something he does rarely.

“There’s a lot of blood and
sweat that’s put out there and 'm
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happy that they have this kind of
achievement to show for it,” he
said. “I've never been around a
harder working bunch. They’re a
special group of guys.”

They’ll probably be even more
special in a couple of weeks.
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Ticket trouble awaits fans in Jacksonville

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

on Plourde hosted a

small house party when

his beloved New En-

gland Patriots played in
the 2002 Super Bowl, and he’ll
never forget Adam Vinatieri's
kick sailing through the uprights
to beat St. Louis for the title.

At that moment, food sailed off
plates, drinks sloshed from glass-
es and every phone in the house
— land lines and cells — began
ringing simultaneously, as other
long-suffering  Patriots  fans
called just to scream joyous, mani-
acal thoughts at one another.

“I figured the only thing better
than that was to see it happen in
person,” said Plourde, the base-
ball coach and an exercise sci-
ence teaching associate at Skid-
more College in Saratoga

Springs, N.Y. “And when the Pats
went back last year, I had to see
that game.”

So, carrying plenty of cash and
hope, Plourde, his brother and a
few friends set off to secure one
of sports’ toughest tickets and ful-
fill their Super Bowl viewing odys-
sey.

Yet after a four-hour flight
from Albany to Dallas (the fare
was hundreds less than going to
Houston), followed by a
four-hour drive and two days of
on-foot searching for anyone will-
ing to part with a prized ducat,
Plourde eventually watched the
Patriots win another Super Bowl
— on television, in a restaurant.

He couldn’t find a seat there, ei-
ther.

Instead, Plourde crammed into
a space with other unsuccessful
ticket-seekers, watched  the

game, drove back to Dallas and
caught an early morning flight
home — in time to run baseball
practice Monday afternoon.

“It was great to see them win,
believe me,” said Plourde, who
never found anyone selling a tick-
et below his $1,000 spending cap.

“But I'd say that the whole ex-
perience was more frustrating
than anything else. There had to
be 15,000 other Patriots fans in
the same position I was; just
awe-struck and out of luck.”

Tickets for this year's Super
Bowl are being sold on the Intes
net for $6,000 or more. Those few
hotels with a room or two still
available because of cancella-
tions are getting top-dollar prices.
And low-cost flight and rental car
options are long gone, meaning
fans still without tickets or travel
itineraries will find getting to

Jacksonville for the game a de-
manding task.

Hotel availability is already
scarce even two hours away from
Alltel Stadium, where the AFC
and NFC champions will play
Feb. 6 for the NFL title. Flights
are booked virtually solid, mean-
ing late-planning fans without
thousands in disposable cash are
settling for flights to airports in
‘Tampa, Orlando and Atlanta.

And travel agents and teams ex-
pect to be flooded with calls from
desperate ticket-seekers Sunday
night, after the AFC and NFC win-
ners are decided.

“That’s when the mad rush
comes,” said Brian Wilder, presi-
dent of Premiere Sports Travel,
based in Cary, N.C. “When people
know their team is going, we im-
mediately start getting phone
calls. Last year when Carolina
was in the game, we had eight peo-
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ple reserve online 30 seconds
after the NFC championship
game was over.”

Wilder’s company can get you
there, place you in a hotel and get
you a ticket — but it’s not cheap.
Sleeping four to a room will cost
about $3,900 apiece; single rooms
will run around $5400 for a
three-night stay.

“The Super Bowl is the biggest
sporting event in the world,” Wild-
er said. “And we like to say we
make people’s dreams come
true.”

With a finite number of seats
available — Alltel Stadium holds
about 79,000 fans — supply for
Super Bowl tickets will never
come close to satisfying the de-
mand. The league office controls
25.2 percent of the tickets, which
are doled out to NFL-affiliated
companies, corporate Sponsors,
charities and local organizers.

The two teams will each re-
ceive 17.5 percent of the tickets,
which are primarily distributed
to season-ticket holders through a
lottery — and some clubs offer
those who bought higher-priced
season packages a better chance
of winning the right to buy Super
Bowl tickets at $500 or more.

Jacksonville, the host team, re-
ceived 5 percent of the tickets;
the remaining NFL clubs each get
1.2 percent of the available seats.

“I’s not just people in suits,”
said NFL spokesman Greg Aiello.
“It’s a real football crowd. It’s a
wide distribution.”

There will also be an inevitable
criminal element preying on des-
perate ticket-seekers. Hundreds
of fans were turned away in Hous-
ton last year because their tickets
— some purchased for more than
$2,500 on the street — were coun-
terfeit.

Genuine Super Bowl tickets
carry a hologram, plus have other
security layers which fans can
recognize. Aiello warns fans not
to purchase tickets from non-rep-
utable agents.

“We keep our ears to the
ground through our various sourc-
es to make sure we're aware of
anything unusual or improper,”
Aiello said. “Every year we try to
make sure that fans understand
how Super Bowl tickets are pre-
pared, what to look for and that
they should be careful about the
source of their purchase.”

Plourde doesn’t plan to spend
this Super Bowl weekend chasing
tickets, even if the Patriots defeat
Pittsburgh on Sunday and earn
the right to play in their third
Super Bowl in four years.

Some of his friends have al-
ready booked flights to Orlando
— again, because fares were con-
siderably lower than Jacksonville
— and will carry that same hope
of finding their way into the stadi-
um for football’s biggest game.

But if Plourde, a Patriots’ sea-
son-ticket holder, doesn’t win hi
tickets through the team’s dist
bution lottery, he’ll happily watch
from his couch.

“There’s the fear of counterfeit
tickets and the fear of going
through last year all over again,”
Plourde said. “I'm just not sure
it’s worth it. T want to make sure I
enjoy the game.”
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Wild weekend ends
with Woods victory
in Buick Invitational, Page 29

Will it be Eagles’ time ...
... Or @ team for all-time?

Philly seeks first Super Bowl title; Pats playing for third in four years

BY DAVE GOLDBERG

The Associated Press

‘The Super Bowl matchup is as it should
be: the best team in the AFC against the
best team in the NFC. The problem for the
Philadelphia Eagles is that the AFC club
looks like it might be a team for the ages.

That, of course, would be the New En-
gland Patriots, who have won two of the
past three NFL championships and are fa-
vored over the Eagles by 7 points, a spread
that is likely to go up. Three hours after
New England took apart Ben Roethlisberg-
er and Pittsburgh 41-24 Sunday evening,
enough money had come in on the Patriots
that the line jumped a half point.

That is as it should be as the attention of
the sporting world turns to Jacksonville for
the game on Feb. 6.

Officials in north Florida already are on
high security alert, rerouting traffic, beef-
ing up Coast Guard patrols, even inspect-
ing manholes at they prepare for the atten-
tion the Patriots and Eagles will receive.

Especially the Patriots, who are trying
for their third Super Bowl victory in four
years — a feat accomplished only by Dal-
las from 1992-95.

“Dynasty” probably isn’t the right word
for what they might accomplish — four
years is a short dynasty.

But after Sunday’s game, more than a
few people were comparing Bill Belichick-
’s Patriots to the Joe Montana/Steve
Young/Jerry Rice/Ronnie Lott San Fran-
cisco teams that won five Super Bowls be-
tween 1981 and 1994. The 49ers might
have had a few more had the NFC not been
loaded with almost equally good Redskins,
Giants, Bears and Cowboys teams during
that penod

This is not to slight the Eagles, by far the
best team in the NFC in a season in which
that conference was as down as any has
been in a long time.

They were 13-1 and dominating when
Terrell Owens went out with a knee i lru ury
on Dec. 19. Philadelphia rested regulars
and lost two games, but came back without

SEE SUPER ON PAGE 34

Jeremiah Trotter

ia Eagles
stopping Atlanta Falcons running back Warrick Dunn for a 3-yard

KRT
after

loss in the second quarter of the NFC championship game on

Sunday. The Eagles defeated the Falcons 27-10.

Patriots make

Roethlisherger consecutive
look like misses,
rookie QB, CHAMPlUNSHlP (VLM Eagles get over
end Steelers’ * © faM E* | x C A M E*  NFC hurdle
15-game @ with victory
winning streak over Falcons
Page 32 Page 33

New England Patriots RB Corey Dillon breaks away from Pitts-
burgh Steelers Chris Hope, left, and Troy Polamalu for a 25-yard
TD during the third quarter of the AFC championship game.

Patriots’ Eugene Wilson (26) and Tedy Bruschi celebrate after
Wilson intercepted Steelers QB Ben Roethlisherger’s first pass of
the AFC title game. The Pats had three interceptions in the game.

After three




